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To THE RIGHT HONOURABLE © | 
LORD MUL GRAVE. 


HE active part which your Lordſhip took in favour 
1 of the coal ſhip-owners' bill, in 1787; and your ef- 
forts to carry it into a law in the following ſeſſion, entitle 

you not only to the thanks of all who are individually 
concerned, but alſo to thoſe of your country; and they 

encourage me to ſolicit your Lordſhip to patronize the 
following Tract. In writing it, my Lord, I adhered as 
cloſely as poſſible to facts and fair reaſoning: and, by 
publiſhing, I wiſh to do juſtice to all who are intimately 
concerned; to inform the judgment of every attentive 

Reader; and to promote the welfare of the Empire. I 
hope, my Lord, that the arrangement of the different 
articles the remarks I have made on the evidence given 
by the witneſſes on both ſides ; and the liberty which 1 
have taken in animadverting on the ſpeeches of thoſe 
Members who thought proper to oppoſe the bill, will 
meet with your Lordſhip's attention and approbation. 
Convinced, my Lord, that the petitioners for the bill had 1 
long laboured under grievous hardſhips, and perſuaded 
that our naval defence, in times of war, had been, and if 
muſt continue to be, greatly dependent on the coal-trade, 
I thought it incumbent on me to expreſs my ſentiments 
freely on every part of the important ſubje&, without ei- 
ther courting the ſmiles, or fearing the frowns of any one. 

Although I may have been miſtaken in ſome particulars, 
I can truly ſay, I am not conſcious of having done wrong 
in any one inſtance. - | 

Your Lordſhip very juſtly inſiſted on the great reſpect- 
ability of the petitioners for the bill; and you remarked, 
with great propriety, on the national importance of the 
coal-trade. The ſhips employed in the coal-trade of 

Newcaſtle and Sunderland, including thoſe which occa- 
honally trade to the Eaſt country, Norway and the White 
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Sea, give employment to about 20, ooo of our beſt ſea · 
men; and they take, in times of war, about 4,000 ap- 
prentices annually. When war commences, my Lord, 
the ſeamen are arbitrarily taken to man the Royal Navy; 
and conſequently the wages, for each ſeaman in the eoal- 
trade, generally riſe to about five pounds per voyage, 
The ſhip-owners, thus actuated by neceſſity on one hand 
and encouragement on the other, take many apprentices; 
and in order to prevent their ſhips from being laid idle 
by a ſudden diminution in the number of their ſeamen, 
they invite the infirm, the lame, and the foreigner, into 
their ſervice. At the cloſe af the 4th year of a wat they 
will have about 16,000 apprentices, ſerving under inden- 
tares from 3 to 7 years: conſequently, there will be more 
than one fifth, or about 3, 400 of them out of their ap- 
prenticeſhips in the courſe of every ſubſequent year: 
and as few of that number will be wanted in the coal- 
trade, they will ſerve tlie important purpoſe of ſupplying 
deficiences, either in the merchants” ſervice, or in that of 
the ſtate. Surely, my Lord, a trade, productive of ſuch 
| national benefits, is of the utmoſt importance to this com- 
| mercial kingdom; and it demands the regard and protec- 
tion of every Briton. 1 s OY 
That your Lordſhip may long continue ſedulous in 
- Promoting the welfare of the Empire, may ever enjoy 
that pleaſure which flows from a conſciouſneſs of an up- 
right conduct, and may always be diſtinguiſhed by the 
{miles of your Wvereign, and the applauſe of your coun- 
try, is the earneſt with of him who has the honour to 
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My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt humble and & 
moſt obedient Servant, 1 
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PORT os NEWCASTLE, &. 


| A $ the Coal-trade is certainly the beſt nurſery for able 
| ſeamen, it muſt be allowed to ſtand very high on the 
ſcale of national importance: it furniſhes many thouſands of 
excellent ſeamen for the momentous purpoſe of carrying on 
every branch of Britiſh navigation; and it greatly contributes 
to the ſtrength, wealth and ſecurity of the Empire. Whoever 
conſiders the welfare of the public as being intimately connected 
with that of the coal-trade, muſt be exceedingly forry whenever 
he reflects on that treatment which the latter lately met with in 
parliament. In that conflict the exertions on both ſides were | 
ſtrenuous for a while; but private intereſt, aided by miſrepre- 
ſentations, ultimately prevailed over public juſtice; and that 
injurious event now calls for a fair and thorough inveſtigation. 
Thinking that I am clearly intereſted as a Briton, and confi- © 
dering myſelf as being in ſome meaſure qualified to judge as a 
well-informed ſeaman, I proceed, without further preface, to 
the following conciſe and impartial diſquiſition of the ſubje&. 
The coal-trade is of much greater importance to the Britiſh 
empire than perſons, not well acquainted with it, can eaſily 
imagine. The coal ſhips belonging to Newcaſtle: Shields, 
Blyth, Hartley, Sunderland, Whitby, and Scarborough, amount 
to above 1300; their ſeveral burthens are from 150 to 600 
tons; their values from 1000 to 40001, each; and they em- 
loy about 19,000 men and-boys in navigating them. Exclu- 
we of the above ſhips, there are many, belonging to Hull, 
Lynn and Yarmouth, which are either conſtantly or occaſion- 
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ally employed e- d6al-trade. As the Baltic and Archangel 
trades are chiefly carried on by thoſe ſhips which, at other 
times, go in the coal-trade, ſuch ſhips muſt, in a great mea- 
ſure, be influenced by the ſtate of the coal market; more eſ- 
pecially by that of London: that is, when the ſelling price of 
coals are low, they will endeavour to get out of the coal-trade ; 
and, when the prices are high; they will continue in the trade, 
unleſs tempted” by high freights. Whoever conſiders that 
about 700,000 chaldrons of coals, pool meaſure, are imported 
annually into London only, paying 294,c00 I. duty, excluſive 
of that arifing from the great quantity carried coaſt-ways and to 
foreign markets; and that, from the coal-trade, Government 
is, in times of war, chiefly ſupplied with tranſport ſhips, and 
men to animate our wooden fortreſſes; he muſt be convinced, 
that the owners of ſhips, ſo peculiarly beneficial to the commu- 
nity, are juſtly entitled to the utmoſt attention of the Govern- 
ment and the Legiſlature. nn ps | 
From time immemorial (until the abuſes hereafter complained 
of aroſe) the coal-trade, from the Port of Newcaſtle, was carried 
on by the owners of ſhips who purchaſed their cargoes of coals 
on their own accounts, and conveyed them, at their own riſque, 
to London, &c. and there ſold them. Previous to the agree- 
ments entered into by the coal-owners and fitters at Newcaſtle, 
and by the coal-buyers at London, the trade was carried on 
fairly and openly ; and although the gains ariſing to the ſhip- 
owners were never ſufficient to enable them to inſure the whole 
of their property, they obtained a moderate profit : they riſked a 
conſiderable part of the value of their ſhips, and the trade an- 
ſwered very well. | , 
lere it is neceſſary to explain the nature of the coal- fitting 
buſineſs, and the connection which the coal-fitters have with 
the coal-owners. There are about twenty coal-fitters, who, by 
being tree of a company called the Hoaſtman's Company 1n the 
corporation of Newcaſtle, have the excluſive right of vending 
coals in the River Tyne. Their buſineſs, where they are nei- 
ther the owners nor the renters of collieries, is only to convey 
the coals from the ſtaiths or wharis, in keels or lighters, 
down to Shields, where the ſhips generally lay to receive them; 
and they are paid fo much per keel by the coal-owners, for {uch 
Conveyance, according to the ſeveral diſtances of the ſtaiths. 
Fitters are not confined to the vending of one ſort of coals, but 
may vend as many as they pleaſe ; and many of them do ſell 
ſeveral ſorts. Some of the coal-owners vend their own coals, 
and, for that purpoſe, they employ ſome perſon who is free of 
the Hoaſtman's Company, and in his name the buſineſs is tranſ- 
We = | %%ͤ; ́ —M²:] Mg. + . 
Several abuſes having crept into the coal-trade, the ſhip- 
owners, in the year 1711, applied to Parliament for Feet ; 
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and, in ns thereof, an act paſſed in the gth of queen 


” 


Ann, chap. 28, in which it was, among other things, enafted; 
That every lighterman or coal-faftor, or perſon dealing in 
c coals or. otherwiſe concerned in the coal-trade, who ſhould. 
% receive any. ſalary or reward from a coal-owner, or fitter, or 
© maſter of a ſhip, or other perſon, for vending any particular 
„ ſort of coals, in preference to any other ſort of coals, or for 
« diſpatch or delivery of coals from a ſhip before any other 
ce ſhip, the perſon offending ſhall pay fifty pounds.” This act 
having been found inadequate to the purpoſes for which it was 
intended; another application was, made to Parliamen: in the 
year 1730, when by the ſtatute, 3d of George the Second, c. 26, 
it was enacted ; * That a further penalty ſhould be paid by the 
“ perſon offending againſt the laſt act, and that every coal- 
% owner, or fitter, who ſhould agree to give any lighterman, 

„ ſhip-maſter, crimp, or buyer of coals, or any perſon in truſt 
e for him, any premium, falary, &c. for buying or vending 
* coals, or for. loading a ſhip, or for the diſpatch, diſpoſal 
„or delivery of coals from the -coal-owner's ſtaiths, or fell 
* one ſort of coals for another, ſhould forfeit five hundred 
* pounds.” eee 
Although the laſt mentioned act be ſtill in force, there is very 
| little regard paid to it: whenever a new colliery is opened, the 
owner of it muſt, whether the coals be good or bad, make his 
terms with the London coal-dealers (about fixty in number) 
reſpecting the price that his coals ſhall be fold at in the London 
market; and the price is fixed according to the premium agreed 
on, which is generally from. fix pence to eighteen pence for 
every London chaldron. By this ſpecies of ſecret profit alone, 
ſome coal- buyers are ſaid to have cleared, for years paſt, five 
hundred pounds per annum. As the premium buſineſs is very 
lucrative to thoſe receivers, it is natural to fuppoſe that the 
agreements concerning it are ſtrictly adhered to by the coal- 
buyers. When a coal-owner is in arrear with his premium, 
and any maſter of a ſhip, through ignorance of ſuch arrear, 
loads his coals, the coal-buyer in ſuch a caſe will not purchaſe 
his cargo until either the coal-owner has remitted the premium, 
or the maſter of the ſhip agreed, to allow it out of the ſales of 
his cargo, which has, in ſome inſtances, occaſioned a deduction 
of twenty pounds. Sometimes the fitters repay the ſuffering | 
ſhip-owners, in order to re-eſtabliſh the character of the re- 
ſpective collieries ; but their efforts frequently prove ineffeQtual. 
So pernicious have the effects of the want of punctuality in the 
payment of the premiums been, that ſhips have often been de- 
tained ſome weeks, and even months, before they could get 
delivered of tbeir cargoes: the only alternative, in ſuch caſes, 
was that of ſelling their cargoes ſeveral ſhillings below the fair 
market price. Of the latter alternative a recent inſtance n be 
EDS B 2 : lully 
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times, go in the coal-trade, ſuch ſhips muſt, in a great mea- 
ſure, be influenced by the ſtate of the coal market; more eſ- 


pecially by that of London: that is, when the ſelling price of 


coals are low, they will endeavour to get out of the coal- trade; 


and, when the prices are high, they will continue in the trade, 
unleſs tempted by high freights. Whoever conſiders that 
about 700,000 chaldrons of coals, pool meaſure, are imported 
annually into London only, paying 294,c00 J. duty, exclufive 
of that ariſing from the great quantity carried coaſt-ways and to 
foreign markets; and that, from the coal-trade, Government 
is, in times of war, chiefly ſupplied with tranſport ſhips, and 
men to animate our wooden fortreſſes; he muſt be convinced, 


that the owners of ſhips, ſo peculiarly beneficial to the commu: . 


nity, are juſtly entitled to the utmoſt attention of the Govern- 
ment and the Legiſlature, N 


From time immemorial (until the abaſes hereafter complained : 
of aroſe) the coal-trade, from the Port of Newcaſtle, was carried 


on by the owners of ſhips who purchaſed their cargoes of coals 
on their own accounts, and conveyed them, at their own riſque, 
to London, &c. and there ſold them. Previous to the agree- 
ments entered into by the coal-owners and fitters at Newcaſtle, 

and by the coal-buyers at London, the trade was carried on 


fairly and openly ; and although the gains ariſing to the ſhip- 


owners were never ſufficient to enable them to inſure the hol: 
of their property, they obtained a moderate profit : they riſked a 
conſiderable part of the valu 'of their ſhips, and the trade an- 
ſwered very well. 
Neere it is neceſſary to explain the nature of the coal- fitting 
buſineſs, and the connection which the coal-fitters have with 
the coal-owners. There are about twenty -coal-fitters, who, by 
being free of a company called the Hoaſtman's Company in the 


| corporation of Newcaſtle, have the excluſive right of vending 


coals in the River Tyne. Their buſineſs, where they are nei- 
ther the owners nor the renters of collieries, is only to convey 
the goals from the ſtaiths or wharis, in keels or lighters, 
down to Shields, where the ſhips generally lay to receive them; 
and they are paid ſo much per keel by the coal-owners, for ſuch 
conveyance, according to the ſeveral diſtances of the ſtaiths. 


Fitters are not confined to the vending of one ſort of coals, but 


may vend as many as they pleaſe; and many of them do ſell 
ſeveral ſorts. Some of the coal-owners vend their own coals, 
and, fer that purpoſe, they employ ſome perſon who is free of 
the Hoaſtman's s Company, and in his Name the buſineſs f 1s tranſ⸗ 
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and, in conſequence thereof, an act paſſed in the gth of queen 
Ann, chap. 28. in which it was, among other things, enacted; 
That every lighterman or coal- factor, or perſon dealing in 
ce coals or. otherwiſe concerned in the coal-trade, who ſhould. 
« receive any falary or reward from a coal-owner, or fitter, or 
«© maſter of a ſhip, or other perſon, for vending any particular 
„ ſort of coals, in preference to any other ſort of coals, or for 
« diſpatch or delivery of coals from a ſhip before any other 
& ſhip, the perſon offending ſhall pay fifty pounds.“ This act 
having been found inadequate to the purpoſes for which it was 
intended; another application was made to Parliament in the 
year 1730, when by the ſtatute, 3d of George the Second, c. 26, 
it was enacted ; ** That a further penalty ſhould be paid by the 
<« perſon offending againſt the laſt act, and that every coal- 
% owner, or fitter, who ſhould agree to give any lighterman, 
„ ſhip-maſter, crimp, or buyer of coals, or any perſon in truſt 
e for him, any premium, falary, &c. for buying or vending 
* coals, or for loading a ſhip, or for the diſpatch, diſpoſal 
„or delivery of coals from the -coal-owner's ſtaiths, or fell 
one ſort of coals for another, ſhould forfeit five hundred 
pounds.“ 8 1 „„ „ 
Although the laſt mentioned act be ſtill in force, there is very 
little regard paid to it: whenever a new colliery is opened, the 
owner of it muſt, whether the coals be good or bad, make his 
terms with the London coal-dealers (about ſixty in number) 
reſpecting the price that his coals ſhall be ſold at in the London 
market; and the price is fixed according to the premium agreed 
on, which is generally from ſix pence to eighteen pence for 
every London chaldron. By this ſpecies of ſecret profit alone, 
ſome coal- buyers are ſaid to have cleared, for years paſt, five 
hundred pounds per annum. As the premium buſineſs is very 
lucrative to thoſe receivers, it is natural to fuppoſe that the 
agreements concerning it are ſtrictly adhered to by the coal- 
buyers. When a coal-owner is in arrear with his premium, 
and any maſter of a ſhip, through ignorance of ſuch arrear, 
loads his coals, the coal-buyer in ſuch a eaſe will not purchaſe 
his cargo until either the coal-owner has remitted the premium, 
or the maſter of the ſhip agreed, to allow it out of the ſales of 
his cargo, which has, in ſome inſtances, occaſioned a deduction 
of twenty pounds. Sometimes the fitters repay the ſuffering 
!hip-owners, in order to re-eſtabliſh the character of the re- 
ſpective collieries; but their efforts frequently prove ineffectual. 
So pernicious have the effects of the want of punctuality in the 
payment of the premiums been, that ſhips have often been de- 
tained ſome weeks, and even months, before they could get 
delivered of their cargoes : the only alternative, in ſuch caſes, . 
was that of ſelling their cargoes ſeveral ſhillings below the fair 
market price. Of the latter alternative a recent inſtance n be 
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fully proved: a ſhip-owner was obliged to ſell a cargo of excel- 
lent coals no leſs than five ſhillings under the then market 

rice, merely becauſe the former renters of that colliery, whence 
he loaded, had not paid up their premium. This ſhameful im- 
poſition occaſioned a loſs to the ſhip-owner of about ſixty-nine 
pounds. The loſs attending a valuable ſhip's laying for ſome 
weeks idle, and the daily expence incurred, ſometimes induce 
'* owners to purchaſe a diſpatch by the payment of the pre- 


mium. 5 


The obligation which the coal-owners lie under, to pay 
premiums to the coal-buyers, neceſſarily induce them to raiſe 
the price of their coals. For inſtance, if the coal-owner is ob- 
liged to pay a premium at the rate of one ſhilling per chaldron 
at London, he muſt charge two ſhillings per chaldron to the 
ſhip-owners at Newcaſtle ; becauſe a Newcaſtle chaldron makes 
nearly two London chaldrons : the keel carries eight Newcaſtle - 
chaldrons, which generally make fifteen chaldrons at London, 
_ Whoever conſiders that the mechanical and other improvements 
made in the working and raifing of coals, within the laſt thirty 
years, have greatly decreaſed the expence of the collieries, muſt 
conclude, that the late increaſe in the prices of coals has not, 
in fact, been owing to any additional expence at the pits or 
mines; but chiefly, if not wholly; to the premium contracts be- 
twixt the Newcaſtle coal-owners and the London coal-buyers. 
The ſame coals, for which the ſhip-owners ſome years ago paid 
only 12 ſhillings, are now charged at 17 ſhillings the Newcaſtle ' 
chaldron; and ſo quickly do the premiums paid at London 
operate on the prices at Newcaſtle, that when any new or addi- 
tional premium commences on the cargo of any ſhip at London, 
the coal-owners will, on the return of the ſhip, either increaſe 
the price of her next cargo, or diminiſh the meaſure, ſo-as to 
compenſate the London premium. : | 
The cuſtom which lately took place, of ſcreening coals at the 
ſeveral pits, is another tranſaction of the coal-owners which 
proves injurious in its conſequences. When the ſmall coals 
are thus ſeparated from the large, the London coal-buyers by 
giving a high price for the latter, and purchaſing a quantity of 
a ſmall inferior fort, at two or three ſhillings leſs per chaldron, 
can fell a mixture of the two at, or nearly the price of, the largeſt 
fort. Another method, frequently practiſed by the coal-buyers, 
. bs ſtill more injurious to the conſumers ; the coal-buyers, after 
- purchaſing the cargoes of a large fleet at yery low prices, give, 
without much preſſing on the part of the ſellers. an advanced 
price for a few cargoes; and then take an unjuſt advantage of 
their cuſtomers by felling the former cargoes at that high price. 
Sometimes the coal-buyers take it into their heads to puniſh a 
maſter, who'has refuſed to fell his coals at their own Pires of 
1 | | j 
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'$rſt making him lay many weeks; and then refuſing to buy 


them unleſs at a price below that of the market. | 


that ſhip-owners labour under; for they are ſubject to very great 


impoſitions in the entering of their ſhips at Newcaſtle for a turn 
to load. The removal gf this abuſe was attempted, by an ac 
which paſſed in the th year of his preſent majeſty, chap. 26, 


wherein it was, with other things, enacted: EE 


6 ſhall apply to fuch office, and ſhall make a tender in caſh, or 


« bank poſt bills, to the amount of the then ſelling price of 


„ the coals, with. the charges of the conveyance from the 
« ſtaiths to the ſhip, ſuch ſhip ſhall be entered upon the hiſt, 
„ next after the Jaſt ſhip which ſhall have been entered, and 


loaded in turn; or if the maſter or mate ſhall produce hghter- 


© men's notes, or bills of exchange to a ſufficient amount, and 
* defire time (not exceeding two hours after the Newcaſtle 
bank ſhall be open) to convert the ſame into caſh, ſuch ſhip 
„ ſhall be entered in turn.” Penalty one hundred pounds. 

This. temporary ſtatute has been continued by ſubſequent 
acts, and will expire in about two years. Here it is neceſſary 
to remark, that what was originally well intended is now be- 


come a hardſhip. Owing, in a great meaſure, to ſome unfair 
practices which ſhall hereafter be unfolded, the ſhip-owners, * | 
in order to ſecure their turns for loading, are frequently obliged 4 


to pay cath for their cargoes two months hefore they get them ; 


and, in order to effect ſuch payment, they are often obliged to 
diſcount the notes which they got from the coal- factors, or the 


lightermen, for their laſt cargoes, payable at ſixty days after 
date. By this means the fitters frequently have, in the winter 
ſeaſon, ſeveral thouſand pounds in their hands, as depoſits, for 
ſeveral months. Such a quantity of depoſit-caſh enables the 
itters to be largely concerned in ſhipping; and whenever any 


ſhips, that are either wholly or partly their own, want a loading 
of coals, they enter ſuch ſhips on their liſts, not only in pre- 


ference to thoſe in which they have no ſuch interett, but alſo 
without any depoſit. The fitters, when accuſed by the ſhip- 


owners of ſuch practices, pretend that they had borrowed coals . 


of other fitters, which they are then obliged to pay; and ſome- 
times they abſurdly plead, that the monthly quantity of coals, 
to which they are reſtricted, is out; or, what is ſtill worſe, they 
complain, that they want keels to convey the coals to the ſhips, 
although the keels have been, and then are, notoriouſly em- 
ployed in loading their own ſhips or thoſe of their particular 
friends, When fitters do not chuſe to load -any 9 
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Theſe diſadvantages, although great, are not the only ones: 


„ That all fitetrs vending ſea coals, and loading ſhips, ſhall 

liſts of the coals they vend, for the inſpection of the M 
« maſters of ſhips; and when the maſter or mate of a ſhip, + 
which ſhall be paſt or within two miles of Tynemouth Bar, 
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ſhips, which is frequently the . they venture to produce falſe 
lifts, which is directly contrary to the forequoted act, ſixth of 
George the Third. In ſhort, ſo very difficult is it to obtain 


juſtice at the fitters" offices, that maſters of ſhips are often obliged 


to give money to the clerks, in order to get their ſhips fairly 
entered on the turn liſt; or otherwiſe to take a loading of infe- 
rior coals at almaſt a certain loſs at the ſelling market. 

The impoſitions in the port of Newcaſtle are not the only 
difficulties which the ſhip-owners have to ſtruggle with; there 
are large ſums of money paid to the coal- buyers, in the courſe of 
every year, for diſpatch in the delivery of the ſhips in the port 
of London; for, however low the coal-buyers may have pur- 
chafed the coals, they frequently extort, by delays in the deli- 

very, from four ſo ten guineds out of the value of a cargo. When 


any maſter refuſes to pay the diſpatch money required, the coal- 


bayers ſeldom fail to puniſh him for ſuch refuſal, by detaining 
his ſhip longer than ufual in the delivery, at a conf) derable daily 
expence to the owners. This diſpatch-money uſed to be paid 
the coal-faQors ; but, on their being threatened with proſe- 


"they changed their plan, by entering into an 
agreement among themſelves to deliver only forty chaldrons per 
gay, which is only about. one half of a moderate day's work, 


This afforded the coal- buyers opportunities for making the 


_ pernicious cuſtom of giving diſpatch-money more general than 


ever : for the coal- 1 propoſed to the feyeral maſters to de- 


liver their reſpective ſhips in ha, the time, provided that they 
would agree to pay for ſuch diſpatch ; and the coal-buyers at the 
_ fame time declared, that if the ſhip-maſters refuſed to comply, 


the ſhips ſhould be detained, by working only at the rate of 


ferty chaldrons per day. Several of the maſters objected to this 


Impoſition; but the coal- buyers puniſhed them for their i impru- 


dence, by firſt delivering all their cargoes, excepting about nine 
or ten chaldrons in each ſhip, and then detaining them with 
fach ſmall quantities, with lighters alongſide ready to take them 
in, until the whole of their ſeveral times, according to the afore- 
faid agreement amongſt the coal-buyers, was elapſed.” 

In conſequence of the beforementioned grievances, the ſhip- 
owners held ſeveral conſultations, in the year 1785, in order to 
fix on ſome plan for the important purpoſe of alleviating their 
diſtreſſes; and after much deliberation on the momentous ſub- 
ject, they reſolved to detain their ſhips with their cargoes, in the 
river Thames, until the coal-buyers ſhould agree to fix what 
might be deemed a fair price between the buyers and the ſellers : 


but on taking the opinion of an eminent counſel, then, on the | 


northern circuit, they found, that the meaſure which they were 
then purſuing was illegal, and, therefore, they immediately gave 


it 95 and. in what may be called a fit of defpair, they ago 
2 | 0 


buyers were alarmed, and, in order to prevent 


1 


vas intended to take from the maſter every incentive to bribery. 
When the ſhip-owners maturely conſidered the common ex- 


of their ſhips, and the general decay of their property, they 


. 
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the trade as uſual. with all its diſadvantages ; perſuaded, at the 
ſame time, that ſuch. purſuit would gradually diminiſh their ſub- 


— 1 


ſtance, if not alſo end in the utter ruin of themſelves and fami- 


ee 


Conſidering the perilous ſituation of the ſhip-owners, it is na- 
tural to ſuppoſe, that they ſoon began to employ their minds in 
deviſing ſome mieans to avert or delay the dreaded evils. They 


accordingly made another effort towards their relief, in Novem- 


ber 1786, when, on a cloſe inveſtigation of their circumſtances, 


they found that the ſtock, which had formerly enabled them to 


purchaſe .cargos, was almoſt wholly exhauſted ; that many of 
them were thereby rendered incapable of going to market again 


to purchaſe coals ; and, therefore, they determined to reſort 


wholly to their original occupation of common carriers, with 
proper_regulations for the ſhips to load in turn according to. 


their ſeveral arrivals. . They reſolved to let all their ſhips to 
freight, at the rate of 108. 6d. per London chaldron, which 
was, in their opinions, a moderate freight; and in order to. 


avoid the paying of any diſpatch money at London, they agreed. 


that the ſhips ſhould lie there a certain number of days, even 
although they ſhould be delivered ſooner, which regulation, 


pences of a coal-yoayge, the intereſt and inſurance on the value 


found that even 108. 64, per chaldron freight would not enable 


them to inſure the whole of their property on. board, but that a 


conſiderable part of it muſt be at their own riſk. 


Another regulation agreed to by the ſhip-owners was, to have 
a public office at North Shields, about eight miles below New- 
caſtle, in order to receive the names of the ſhips upon their ar- 


rivals, to enter their turns on the liſts of the ſeveral coals vended 
by the coal-fitters, and to regulate the whole of the buſineſs ſo 


far as it concerned the ſhip-owners. Shields, being the place. 


where the ſhips lie to take in their lading, was deemed the pro- 
pereſt place for the aforeſaid purpoles; and in order to avoid cer- 
tain abuſes, hereaftermentioned, they reſolved that the buſineſs 
of ſuch office ſhould be conducted. by a committee of the ſhip- 
owners; and that ſuch committee ſhould be changed monthly, 
quarterly, or annually, according as it might afterwards be 
thought moſt conducive to the intended purpoſes. | 


The eſtabliſhing of an office at North Shields, for the pur- 
Rips on the turn liſts for loading under the 
inſpection of a committee of {hip-owners, would annihilate ſe- 
veral advantages which the ſhip-owners, who live at Newcaſtle, 
have long enjoyed, to the great prejudice of thoſe who live at a 


poſe of entering 


diſtance ; the local fituation of the Newcaſtle ſhip-owners, and 


enable 


their conſequent intimacy and intereſt with the fitters” clerks, _ 
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_ enable them, whenever they hear of their ſhips iy upon 


their paſſage towards Shields, ta enter them on the firſt liſt of 


coals for a turn to load. Such an office would alſo put it out of 
the power of the ſhip-owners who live on ſhore at Shields, to 


take any advantage over thoſe who go to ſea, by hearing that their 
ſhips are on their paſſage down; or, which is often the caſe, by 


ſeeing them ſome hours before they get into the port. The 


maſters would no longer be obliged to hurry on ſhore, mount 
horſes and ride to Newcaſtle to fecure their turns, when their 
preſence is, perhaps, materially neceſſary on board their reſpec- 
tive ſhips, to ſee them ſecurely moored in the river; and when 
nature, almoſt exhauſted by fatigue and want of ſleep, requires 
immediate refreſhment and reſt. ; 1 

In order to effect the beforementioned purpoſes, with the 
greater caſe and certainty, the ſhip-owners reſolved that ſhips, 
on their paſſage down, ſhould not be entered for their turn to 
load until they were within a certain diſtance of the port; and 
that as ſoon as letters or meſſages from the maſters, defiring 


their ſhips to be entered, were received at the office, they ſhould - 


be entered accordingly. They were of opinion that the limits, 
to the northward of which every ſhip ſhould be entitled to her 
turn, might be well aſcertained between Suter-Point and Tine- 
mouth=Caſtle, Suter-Point lies between the rivers Tyne and 


Wear, and is about five miles diſtant from, and in fight of, 


- 'Tynemouth-Caſtle. | | 
As every maſter muſt, when his ſhip is laden, ride from 
Shields to Newcaſtle to clear at the cuſtom-houſe, the time, 
neceſſary for that purpoſe, is often productive of confiderable 
lofs. Should a maſter not get to the cuſtom-houſe until four 
o'clock in the afternoon, at which hour it 1s generally ſhut, he 
cannot clear till nine the next morning; and by the time he 
gets back to his ſhip, perhaps a contrary wind, or a low tide, 
prevents her getting out to ſea; 'and much delay, attended with 
great loſs frequently enſue. At Hartly, and at Blyth, there are 
cuſtom-houſes, dependent on that at Newcaſtle, for the purpoſe 
of clearing ſhips without obliging the maſters to go to New- 
caſtle; and as Hartly is only nine miles, and Blyth twelve 
miles, diſtant from Newcaſtle, the ſhip-owners concluded, that 
the cuſtom-houſe of Newcaſtle ought to have a ſubordinate one 
at Shields; more eſpecially as the difference of the diſtances of 
Hartley and Blyth from the cuſtom-houſe at Newcaſtle, when 
compared with that between Shields and Newcaſtle, is greatly 
overbalanced by the vaſt ſuperiority in the number of ſhips 
trading to Shields. | 3 . 

With reſpect to the preſent low price of coals at the London 
market, ſome may probably ſay, it is owing to a redundancy of 
ſhipping employed in the coal-trade; which is, in a great mea” 
ſure, really the caſe, If there were no more ſhips than b rel) 
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ſafficient to carry on the coal and coaſting trades, the fiſheries, 
and the ſeveral branches of Britiſh commerce, freights would be. 


ſo high as to afford a living profit to the ſhip-ownees ; and, 
conſequently, the price of coals, with that of every other com- 
modity carried by, ſea, would be proportionally good: but be- 
fore that can happen, about one-third of the preſent: ſhippin 


muſt be annihilated, and the property of their owners reduced 


in proportion: the conſequence would be, that many of thoſe 


owners who have been brought up to the ſea, and have no other 


dependance for a livelihood than their ſhips, muſt either ſeek 


for bread in thoſe trades with which they are wholly unae- 


quainted, or be totally ryined. This would not be all, our 
incſtimable ſeamen, of whom there are alſo a redundancy, would 


not be ſo fully employed as they now are; and government, on 


the event of another war, could not be ſupplied with the neceſ. 


fary quantity of ſhipping without giving a very high freight, 


and without greatly cramping every private ſervice. þ 
Although the furplus of our ſhipping is pretty confider- 


able, the ſhip-owners are of opinion, that the whole might, 


under proper regulations, be employe 1, ' Their W for © 


thinking is, that few ſhips, ſome very large foreign-built ones 
excepted, have been unemployed ſince the late war. It muſt, 
however, be owned, that the employment has, in general, ben 


far from gainful; and, to many, it has proved very diſadvan- 
tageous, eſpecially in the coal- trade from the port of Newcaſtle. 
The owners of thoſe ſhips in which coal- owners, coal -fitters, or 
their clerks, have been concerned, have acquired pretty good 
fortunes, by making about 12 voyages annually; whilſt, on the 


- other hand, the owners of ſuch ſhips as have not been fo ad- 


vantageouſly connected, have only made about half that number 
of voyages in the ſame time, and. loſt conſiderably by the trade. 


The ſhip-owners are of opinion, that a plan, of which the 


following are the outlines, would not only effectually prevent 
one deſcription of owners from taking any unfair advantage of 


any other deſcription of owners, and, conſequently, put an end to 


all the evils complained of in the coal-trade; hut would alſo 
operate to the diminiſhing of the price of coals to the conſumers. 


Firſt, That there ſhall be an office eſtabliſhed. at North | 


Shields for the purpoſe of duly entering all ſhips on the liſts 
for loading coals, according to the order of their ſeveral arrivals; 


and that all ſhips, intending to load coals ſor the port of Lon- 


don, - ſhall take their turns accordingly. 3 5 
Secondly, That all ſuch ſhips ſhall carry coals on freight 
only, But, ſhould that reſtriction he deemed inadmiſſible, and 


ſhips muſt be permitted to load on the account of their owners, 


s 
N « 


v1 Thirdly, That every ſhip, whoſe owner chuſes to load her 


on his own. account, ſhall wait until the ſhip, immediately pre- 


% b 


ceding ſuch ſhip upon 1 lift, ſhall 851 obtained a Fight; 
rovided that the owner or maſter of eve 7 ſuch ſhip, ſo intend- 
ing to load on freight, 155 previouſly uſe, | proper means for the 
obtaining of ſuch freight. 
Fourthly, That proper perſons ſhall be appointed at ſuch 
office, who ſhall ſuperintend the entering of ſhips on the liſts 


| For their ſeveral turns to load, and ſhall regulate the Freight, 


according a as the common expences, ingurred by H the ſhips, ſhall 
- Increaſe or decreaſe. 

The ſubſtance of the foregoing obſervations, with the out- 
lines of the propoſed plan, were preſented to the Right Ho- 
nourable the er Xt his Majeſty's Treaſury, by three ſhip- 
owners, deputed for that purpoſe. A ſhort. time after ſuch 
deliverv, the delegates were given to underſtand, that a bill, to 
confine the mode of carrying coals from tlie river Tyne to 
London to that of freight only, would not ſucceed ; but that a 

bill for the eſtabliſhing of offices, for the purpoſe” of regulating 
the trade,, might be paſſed into a law; and in order to induce 
the ſhip-owners to an acquieſcence, they were told that the re- 
commended bill would certainly be productive of great advan- 
tages. This had the deſired effect; the meaſure was adopted, 
the neceſſary expences cheerfully contributed,” and Lord Mul- 
grave moved for leave to bring the bill into the Houſe, on the 
7th of May 1787. Some of the ſpeeches, on that occaſion, were 
printed in the Morning Chronicle of the next day as follow :— 
Lord Mulgrave ſaid, he wiſhed to call the'attentign of the 
« Houſe to a matter of very ſerious importance, although in 
compliance with the forms and rules of that Houle, 1t was 
. *© neceſſarily brought forward in the ſhape of a private bill. His 
* lordſhip then explained that he had in his hand a petition to 
pray the Houſe to receive another petition, for leaye to bring 
in a private bill, although the time of receiving ſuch petitions 
„was expired. The object of the bill in queſtion was, he 
e faid, to ſecure to the petitioners the due obſervance of certain 
4 acts of N made to regulate the coal-trade many 
years ſince; but which ſtatutes had been moſt groſſly evaded. 
He added, tliat the late period of the ſeſſions, inſtead of being 
& any argument againſt the bill being brought in, ought to 
« operate the other way, ſince the ſummer was the ſeaſon of the 
year moſt convenient to the coal-ſhippers'; and the parties, at 
„ whole inſtance he wiſhed to preſent the petition, had expect- 
ed that the laws in exiſtence would have been ſufficient to 
have afforded them that protection ſo neceſſary to the- due 
and regular carrying on of their buſineſs, or they would 

% have applied to parliament earlier.“ 

Sir Mathew White Ridley ſaid, He was empowered by his 
te conſtituents to object to the bringing in a bill of that nature 
, at the concluſion 'of a k ton; and declared that the diffet- 
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by k 1 1 | 
l ences that had lately prevailed were now nearly ſubſided ; bur 
4 that the bill, inſtead of aſſiſting to quiet them, would have 4 
« tendency to 727 now animoſities, and new differences. 
% dir Mathew faid further, thay be had authority to ſay, the 
« bill would, be ſtrenuouſly oppoſed,” ) 
Lord Mulgrave replied, and declared that, when he was in 


© © 
. 
* 1 


the country, two gentlemen in the trade, men of large pro- 
« perty fairly and honourably acquired, and men of moſt re- 
ſpectable character, had been deputed to wait on him, by a 


« 
« conſiderable number of perſons in the trade, to ſtate the 
actual neceſſity of ſome parliamentary ſtep being taken to 
e enforce the obſervance of the acts formerly made, and ftill in 
force, but which were moſt ſhamefully evaded. © That, at the 
«© time, the whole ſubje& was candidly diſcuſſed with temper 
„and with moderation, and by no means with a ſpirit of arit- 
„ moſity. His lordſhip ſaid, the hon. baronet, by giving no 
„ tice that the bill would be oppoſed, had gone further tan 1 
« he had done in opening the nature of the application he wass 
„ making, but he muſt give him leave to ſay, chat it was wy 
a part of the hon. baronet's conſtituents who were adverſe 
* to.it.z the trage in general were for it. on 
Sir Mathew White Ridley and Mr. Brandling each faid a 
few words in reply; and a member behind lord Mulgrave, 
.* whoſe name we knew not, was rather adverſe to the object, 
„ thinking the laws, as they ſtood, held out a ſufficient protec- 


* 


o 


3 tion to the trade. | | | 
n | Here. it. may not be improper to make the following brief = 
: remarks on what Sir Mathew White Ridley ſaid in oppoſition 
F to the bill. Few, I preſume, will entertain any doubt of Sir 
Mathew's having been empowered, by ſome of his conſtituents, 
to oppoſe the propoſed bill; but it cannot be fo eaſily believed, 
that the Iateneſs of the ſeſſion was one of the principal cauſes of 
fuch oppoſition. I have every reaſon to believe, that conſtitu- 
ents, of a certain deſcription, would have inſtructed their repre- 
ſentatives to oppoſe the bill, even at the beginning of the ſeſſion, 
as was actually the caſe in the very next ſeſſion of parliament. ' 
As a great number of ſhip-owners had agreed to bear the ex: 
pence of carrying on the bill in parliament, it cannot be ſup- 
poſed that the differences which had lately prevailed were then, 
as Sir Mathew thought proper to ſay, ** nearly ſubſided.” 
Although I am perſuaded that the bill was well calculated to 
quiet the differences which had ariſen, J join Sir M. in believ- 
ing. that it would have occaſioned\ new animoſities and new 
differences: thoſe differences which had ariſen on account 
of the unfair practices of the /oca/ owners, fitters and clerks, Þ 
would have been, in a great meaſure, annihilated ; but that ver 
annihilation would, probably, have excited the coerced venders 
nimoſities 13 new differences.“ Ibis bang 
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the caſe, it is no wonder that the hon. baronet had the moze/y 
to declare to the Houſe, that . he had authority to ſay, the bill 
« would be ſtrenuouſly oppoſed.” Here it is worthy of notice, 
that lord Mulgrave differed widely in his opinion from Sir 
Mathew, reſpecting the animoſity mentioned by the latter. His 
lordſhip declared, that two gentlemen, deputed by a conſider- 
able number of ſhip-owners, had waited on him, and pointed 
out the neceffity for Parliament's interfering, in order to pre- 
vent the future delinquency of the coal-venders ; and that, in- 
ſtead of betraying the leaſt animoſity, they diſcuſſed the whole 
of the important ſubje& with a becoming modeſty, moderation 


and candour. a TD 15 | 
The petition was, on motion, brought up and read. The 
other petition was then, on motion, received and read, and 
leave given to bring in the bill. On the gth of May the bill 
was preſented to the Houſe by lord Mulgrave, and the Morn- 
ing Chronicle of the next day ſtated what his lordſhip ſaid as 
ollows : 5 . . 
Lord Mulgrave ſaid, that the bill was of exceedingly great 
„ conſequence to the public, as it involved in it a conſideration 
* of no leſs importance than the well-doing of an infinite num- 
ber of ſhip-owners, who kept a conſiderable quantity of ton- 
* nage afloat, and which employed 16,000 feamen, and gave, 
ce every year, a ſupply of two or three thouſand hands to the 
<< profeſſion. The profperity and continuance of ſo valuable a 
* nurſery for ſeamen was undoubtedly of 'great national im- 
4 partance, and in order to ſecure it againſt the notorious eva- 
* fions of the laws in exiſtence, the preſent application had 
ce been made to Parliament. That Parliament had, from time 
* to time, paſſed acts to guard and protect the trade; but as 
« faſt alin as new laws were made, new modes of evading 
them were diſcovered and practiſed; and thence the neceſſity 
0 for freſh applications. The preſent application was made, his 
« lordſhip d, at the unanimous defire of every coal-ſhip- 
% owner in the kingdom, about twenty-five at Neweaſtle upon 
„Tyne excepted, who were intereſted in oppoſing it. That 
attention to local intereſt, where the intereſt in queſtion was 
«that of gentlemen's conſtituents, was . fit to be ſhewn, and 
even in oppoſition to the intereſt of the public; but, in fo 
« doing, gentlemen atnply repaid their 8 for having 
« elected them, and for every other obligation they owed 
„them. Fen, 8: pre NS ed 
His lordſhip adverted to what had paſſed in che committee, 
to whom the petition had been referred and who had directed 
s the preſent motion to be made, and ſaid, it there came out, 
4% that, at Newcaſtle, a monopoly exiſted; and chat a ſhip- owner 
„might either have the coals he wanted or a law-fuit. That 
« this was the ground of complaint, and that, as the law mow | 
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1 made; but then, as it did not prevent them from ſerving at 


twt 


1 ha — to ſerve fone Ha in the motning til 
"6 zight in the evening, in the due order as applications were 


% any hour between eight at night and ſeven in the morning, 
« they could give their favourites a preference, and let them 
(. have their coals before other perſons. To remedy this, the 
« preſent application was made; and thoſe who made it were 
4% willing to bear the expence themſelves.” | 

Nine days after the preſenting and firſt reading of the bi, 
viz. on Friday the 18th of May, lord Mulgrave moved for the 
ſecond reading; and the Morning Chronicle of Monday the 
21ſt gave the following account of the debate on that motion. 
Lord Mulgrave preſented a petition from ſeveral ſhip- 
« owners in the port of London, in ſupport of the bill, and | 
[then moved, that the bill be now read @ ſecond tine. = 

„ The chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the Houſe would ook. 1. 
« ]e& that, when ſome gentlemen had oppoſed the firſt reading 
« of the bill, he had wiſhed to have it diſcuſſed on account f 
„the importance of its object, and the neceſſity which there 
« ſeemed to be of ſomething being done in it. At the 
« however, he wiſhed the buſineſs to be poſtponed, becauſe he 
*« now knew it to be impoffible that the bill ſhould paſs through 
„that Houſe (much leſs the Houſe of Lords) in the 
« ſefion ; and poſtponing it in this ſtage of the buſineſs, a very 
* heayy.expence would be faved to the perſons who had applied 
„for the bill. When he had ſaid |thiis much, however, he 
40 begged (when Mr. Pitt entered into this part of his ſpeech he 
* ſpoke in a very pointed and ſolemn manner) that gentlemen would 
„not miſunderſtand him as having the :fmalleſt defire to get 
rid of the bill. On the contrary, he was convinced that it 
„as àa matter of the greateſt umportanes, both as it involved 
in it the: firſt intereſts in this kingdom, and as it related to 
the parties wWwho ſought relief. They were men as valuable 


*.and reſpedable as any men whatever: they had diſtinguiſhed 1 
++ thenifelves in promoting the intereſts of the nation; and 


* every way merited the particular attention of government. 
Nor were their complaints ill- founded. By the unqueſtion 
able information he had received from moſt reſpectable quar- 
©* ters, he was convinced there were many and various abuſes 
in the trade, for which the exiſting laws provided no e- 


„ fectual remedy. He ſaw, therefore, the neceſſity of a reform, | 


which ought to be gone into as ſpeedily as could he Let, 
hen he conſidered that it was but the ſecond reading of tb 
„bill, that from the neceſſary forms of the Houſe it would 
% take up ten or fourteen days at leaſt, and conſequently could 
„not be gone through this {effion, he would adviſe and requeſt 
by * his noble fend {ford * 49 due the 2 
age tion, 


” : 6 * \ 


* tion till next ſeſſion, to fave at once, unneceſſary trouble ty 
« the Houſe, and a very great expence to the parties concerned; 
An idea had been thrown out by ſome gentlemen (Sir Mathew 
White Ridley and Mr. Brandling) that, during the receſs; 
4 fſuch a bill might be prepared as could be brought in with 
„the conſent of all parties. He ſhould be glad to find it o; 
but if this could not be done, ſome effectual remedy muſt be 
applied to the evils complained of, and, therefore, the buſineſs 
„ muſt and ſhould be reſumed very early in the following ſeſ- 
«© Gon.. He concluded with obſerving, that his noble friend | 
„(lord Mulgrave) had great merit in the part he had taken, and 
& deſerved the thanks of his country for bringing forward a 
„matter in which its moſt valuable intereſts were materrally 
enen. SIE TO TIO BR IT Tet ff 
Lord Mulgrave faid, after what had been urged by his 
* Tight honourable friend, it would be impoſſible for him not 
to conſent to the buſineſs being poſtponed. He would _ 
add, the reaſons, which induced him to bring it forward ſo 
ate in the ſeſſion, were not only the great anxiety which the 
*©- aggrieved uy muſt feel, ſituated as they are, but more eſpe- 
cially the conſequences which might follow to this country 
trom the decay of ſuch an important trade. Thoſe who ob- 
fhgefed-to the bill, he ſaid, had certainly miſtaken their own 
$<-mtereſt; but if, by poſtponing the bill to the next ſeffion, 
% meaſures ſhould be adopted in the receſs to bring forward a 
bill by the conſent of all parties, he ſhould be happy. - 
Mr. Brandling ſaid a few. words, approving of the adjourn- 
ment of the ſecond reading. HON . 
Mr. Orde ſaid, he did not know there was any thing ob- 
jectionable in the bill, but certainly they (meaning the oppo- 
* nents of it) were. not to be driven in the compulſory manner 
« which had been attempted by the agents of the bill. If both 
rties underſtood their intereſts, they would next ſeſſion 
ring forward a bill by mutual conſent. - %K N. 
Lord Mulgrave roſe in defence of the perſons who had 
* applied for the bill. He had forbore to make any compari- 
4+ ſon between the conduct of thoſe gentlemen and their oppo- 
| < nents, he wiſhed gentlemen had followed his example, as he 
„ fteared they would gain little by the compariſon. He was 
% compelled to declare, that the perſons alluded to were men 
of the faireſt character and had conducted themſelves in 2 
manner perfectiy cool and diſpaſſionate: they had acted at 
4+ the deſire of 688 proprietors of ſhipping, whoſe property in 
«© the trade amounted: to more than 2,000,000 l. and whoſe = 
** ſhips employed upwards of 12,000 men. The petitions for 
„the bill (his lordſhip faid) were figned by moſt of the ſhip- 


% owners in every port from London to the River Tyne. : Si | 
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. Sir Mathew White Ridley complimented the ehancell or | 
the Exchequer on his conduct; as (he ſaid) it would prevent 


5 artimoſities and ſerious conſequences. * : #416} 
„This called up Mr. Milberforce, who: ſaid, the hon. gentle- 
e man had miſunderſtood his right hon. friend (Mr. Pitt.) He 
' had not wiſhed to poſtpone the bill on the ground which that 
« hon. gentleman ſeemed to ſuppoſe, but merely becauſe. it was 

* too late in the preſent ſeſſion to go through with it; and his 
„right hon. friend had ſaid, it muſt be brought forward again 

early in the beginning of next ſeſhon.  ' 4 ut Ml 

Sir Mathew White Ridley roſe to explain, and ſaid he wass 

* ſorry if he had miſrepreſented the right hon, gentleman. - # 

"31108 The ſecond reading of the bill was poſtponed to that day 

tn te bs "eg 2: 

Here I think it, neceffary to remark, that Mr. Pitt, in his 

ſpeech, ſaid, the object of the bill was of great importance-both |} 

with reſpe& to the kingdom and the parties who ſought relief. 

He declared that thoſe who applied for relief, were valuable and 

reſpectable men; that they had diſtinguiſhed themſelves in pro- 

moting the intereſts of the nation ; and they every way merited 
the particular attention of Government. He took notice of his 
being convinced, by unqueſtionable information from moſt re- 
ſpectable quarters, that there were many abuſes in the trade, 
for which the exiſting laws bad provided no effectual remedy; | 
and thence he inferred the neceſſity of a ſpeedy reform. He 

_ wiſhed that a bill might be brought in with the conſent of all 

parties; but if that could not be done, ſome effectual remedy, 

he ſaid, muſt be applied to the evils complained of; and the 
buſineſs muſt and /hould be reſumed very early in the following 
ſeſſion. I could ſay much on this part of the buſineſs; but, as 

] ſhall have occaſion to recur to it at a future period, I con- 

clude, for the preſent, with juſt remarking, that Mr. Pitt ſpoke 

highly of lord — merit, and ſaid, that he deſerved the 


thanks of his country for having brought forward a matter in 4 


which its moſt valuable intereſts were materially concerned. 

It having appeared to be the wiſh of ſeveral members, that, 
during the receſs of Parliament, a bill ſhould be prepared with 
the conſent of all parties, the ſhip-owners waited all the ſum- 
mer in expectation of being called by the members to a meet- 
ing for that defirable purpoſe ; but nothing was done in that 
way until the delegates by calling the inſurance-clubs together, 
in order to collect money for carrying on the buſineſs in the 


next ſeſſion, alarmed the oppoſite party, and thereby induced 1 


the members (Sir Mathew White Ridley and Mr. Brandling) 
to invite them, by cards, to a meeting at Turner's Inn in New- 
caſtle, on the 26th' of October 1787. At that meeting the 
following perſons, among others, attended; namely, the two if 
members, and the town clerk, on the behalf of the corporation; 


Ne 
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| Meſs. Brandling, Ord, Iſmay and Marlowe, on the part of the 


coalk-owners ; Meſſrs. Adams and Blacket, on account of the 
fitters; Meſſrs. Shadforth, Rutherford and Twizell, for the 
Newcaſtle  ſhip-owners ; ahd Meſſrs. Heath, Scott, Powditch, 
Huſſy, Smith and Green, on the behalf of the Shields owners. 
During the conference, which laſted about three hours, nothing 
momentous tranſpired. The Newcaſtle gentlemen appeared very 
anxious to obtain zformation, but extremely unwilling to give 
the leaſt intimation reſpecting their own future views. Although 
the bill which they had prepared lay then on the table, they 
poſitively refuſed the Shields ſhip-owners a peruſal of its con- 
tents : the latter gentlemen, therefore, told the other party, that 
they ſhould neither aſſent to, nor diſſent from, any thing which 
they (the Newcaſtle gentlemen) might think proper to do on 
that day; but affured them, at the ſame time, that if they would 
flate their objections to the Shields owners? bill, or propoſe an 
thing which might prove more advantageous to the trade, fach 
objections and propoſals ſhould be ſubmitted to the conſidera- 
tion of the ſhip-owners; and their ſentiments on the ſubje& 
ſhould, when known, be immediately communicated to them, 
To this propoſal they aſſented; and on the 2d of November 
following, the day fixed by public notice for a general meet- 
ing of the ſhip-owners, the Newcaſtle gentlemen ſent down, at 
the very hour of the aforeſaid meeting, heads of a bill, with a 
eard from their ſolicitor, informing the meeting that it was the 
beſt bill which could be offered. The meeting, confiſting of 
more than an hundred members, took the matter into their 


„ * 


* Purſuant to public notice, a meeting of the fitters and ſhip- 
© owners of this port was held this day, to take into confidera- 
4 tion a bill propoſed to be brought into Parliament by the 
«© Newcaſtle coal-owners and fitters to regulate the coal-trade 
from Newcaſtle and Sunderland. When the heads of the ſaid 
dt bill were read, it was unanimouſly reſolved as follows: 
Firſt, that the Newcaſtle owners and fitters attempting to 

* regulate the coal-trade of the River Wear 1s highly improper, 
as tending to involve the fitters at Sunderland in the cenſure 
incurred by ſome of the fitters at Newcaſtle for nefarious 
practices, in loading ſhips out of turn. 57 

% Secondly, that the owners and fitters of Sunderland do 
prepare a petition to Parliament againſt the Newcaſtle owners 
'< and fitters bill, if they perſiſt to include Sunderland there- 
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* Thirdly, that a, petition to Parliament be prepared to ſup». 
« port the bill, intended to be preſented by the ſhip-owners of. | 
Shields and other ports, to obtain a fair and regular turn for 
« ſhips, when loading coals in the Tyne; and to defire a clayſe 
« may he inſerted in their bill, that the preſent mode for ſhips. | 
« claiming turns at Sunderland be continued. for ſeven years 
„longer, if the ſame. be agreeable to them and qther owners of 
« ſhips trading to this port, no complaint having ever been. 
made that it was inſufficient, or abuſed by any fitter here. 
„ Fourthly, that we join the Shields owners in 2 proper pro- 
portion of the expence of ſoliciting the bill. 
« Fifthly, that the members for the county and city of Dur- 
«© ham be wrote to, and deſired. to ſupport the Shields and our 
« petition, and to uſe their intereſt to obtain ſuch bill as may 
prove generally beneficial to the maritime trade of this king- 
% dom. „„ | F x We | 5 | 
« Sixthly, that theſe reſolutions be printed in the Newcaſtle - 
papers, by order of the committee. ee ee 
Previous to the commencement of the laſt ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment, copies of the ſhip-owners* bill were ſent to ſeveral of the 
outports, particularly to thoſe of Shields, Sunderland, Whitby 
and Scarborough, where it met with the hearty approbation of 
no leſs than 700 ſhip-owners.—On. the 21ſt of February 1788, 


the bill, of which the following is an abſtract, was preſented to 
the Houſe by the right honourable. lord Mulgrave, and read 

\- ABSEIRACE Of THE, MIR CC 

' For rendering more effe@ual an aft, made and paſſed in the third - 


year of the reign of his late Majeſty, intituled, An att for the | 
* better regulation of the coal-trade; and alſo for repealing an act, 
made and paſſed in the ſirth year of the reign of h1s preſent Maje/iy, 
mntituled, ** An aft to regulate the loading of ſhips with coals in the 
* forts of Newcaſtle and Sunderland,” fo far as ibe ſame relate to 


# LY ; and for ſubſtituting other proviſions for the like pur- 

80% 6 , , „ 0 0 5 1 | „ ; 3 
The preamble ſtates : — © Whereas the regulations in the 

* method of entering ſhips and veſſels to be laden with coals in 
„ . bs ports of Wal, and Sunderland, eſtabliſhed by an aff = 
ny V of parliament, paſſed in the ſixth year of his preſent } ajelty, 
Fi ? intituled, An aft to regulate the loading of. ſhips with coals, in 
5 ' the ports 'of Netucaſtle and Sunderland, have been found inct+ 


4 fectual to remedy the inconveniences to tae coal- trage, rom 
che river Tyne; whereby that valuable nurſery of ſeamen is- 


do wrſery Is 
. 5 much diſcouraged. For remedy thereof, and to prevent in 
re-. future the inconvenience, uncettainty, and confuſion which 


have ariſen from the number of the offices now appointed for 
> | oe AN > | entering 


(n ] 
{ entering ſhips to be laden with coals in the river Tjne, and 
< for the eaſe and accommodation. of the ſhip-owners in the 


r 705 p 
The bill enacts, that from and after the day of 
next, the act, made and paſſed in the 6th year of the reign of 
His preſent Majeſty, and the two ſubſequent acts which conti- 
mue the ſame, ſhall be repealed, fo far as they relate to the coul- 
 #trade and ſhipping in the river nie. 
| 85 AcTinG COMMITTEE, 


That certain perſons, being found duly qualified, ſhall be 
appointed as the firſt committee for putting the act in execu- 
tion. hat the committee, ſo appointed, ſhall continue to a& 
for the ſpace of one year; and thence until a new committee 
be choſen. That, on a certain day in every ſucceeding year, a 
meeting ſhall be held at the /bip-office, of all ſuch perſons as 
ſhall refide in the town and county of the town of 2 Newcaſtle 
upon Tyne, ang in the pariſh of Gateſhead, Tynemouth, "North 
Shields, Waliſend,” Farrow, Sbuth Shizlds, and Weſt Bolden; and 
who fhall, at the time, be properly qualified to vote: and that 
the perſons ſo aſſembled, or a majority of them, ſhall ele one 
of the then committee-men, who ſhall be preſent at the ſaid 
meeting, to be preſident or chairman of the meeting. That 
ſuch preſident, his clerks or agents, ſhall take from every per- 
ſon, who ſhall offer to vote at ſuch meeting, a' lift of fit and 
proper perſons to be committee-men, for the ſucceeding year. 
| That every ſuch liſt ſhall be ſubſcribed with the name, and in 

the hand writing of, the party offering the ſame ; and ſhall 
contain the names of three perſons reſiding in the town and 
county of the town of Newcaſtle upon Tyne, or in the'pariſh of 
- Gateſhead; alſo the names of three perſons reſiding in the pa- 
riſhes of Tynemouth, North Shields, or Wallſend; and alfo the 
names of three perſons reſiding in the pariſhes of Farrow, Soul 
Sbiclas, or Wejt Bolden. That thoſe the perſons, in each re- 
ſpective diſtrift, who ſhall appear to have a majority of votes at 
-Tuch meeting, ſhall, at or before a certain hour in the evening 
of the ſame day, be declared duly elected, and their names en- 
tered in a book provided* for that purpoſe. That, on the fame 
days in each year, ſimilar meetings ſhall be held at Sunderland. 
Whitby and Sartre that thoſe perſons who ſhall be duly 
qualified, and reſiding in the pariſhes of Sunderland, Bijvv 
W:armouth, Mont IFearmouth; and Whitburn, ' ſhall elect thre 
- perfons; that thoſe who are qualified and reſiding in Whitby, 
br within” © miles thereof, ſhall alſo elect rhree perſons; 
and that thoſe qualified perſons who reſide in Scarborough, of 
Within miles thereof, ſhall likewiſe ele& three perions. 
That the names of the nin“ perſons: ſo elected, at Sunderland, 
4 Whitby, and 'Scarborough, ſhall be tranſmitted, by the po. 
„„ r FF ell 
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dents of fuch meetings, to the beforementioned Pip-offce ; and 
they, together with the nine elected at the ſaid ſhip-office, ſhall 
from time to time, form the committee for carrying the act into 


Execution; That if, at any ſuch meeting, any of the liſts ſhall | 


be found to contain a greater or % number of names than is 
directed to be choſen at each place reſpectively, or ſhall not be 
ſubſeribed by the parties offering the ſame, | every ſuch b& ſhall 5 \ 
be rejected and deemed of no effect. That if, at any of the | 
meetings, any two or more nominees ſhall happen to have an, 


equal number of votes, and by which the whole number of | 
the nominees ſhall exceed the number of committee: men to be 


elected at fiich meetings; then, and in every ſuch. caſe, all the 
nanies- of ſuch nominees ſhall be put into a box, and drawn 
but, one by one; by the preſident of the meeting; until he ſhall 
have drawn out ſo many of ſuch names as ſhall be wanted to 
make up the whole number of the committee-men then to be 
ſhall be declared duly elected, and act according: 
Qparirjoarion uu Prankry, 7 | © 
That ho perſon: ſhall be capable of acting as à Comthiittee- 
man in the execution of this act, unleſs he ſhall be (either in 
his owti right of that of his wife; or as guardian to an infant; 
or 28 trüſtee, or as executor or adminiſtratorz) not only an 
owner; but alſo a ſhip's huſband or managing owner, of one or 


| more veſſel or veſſels, which ſhall have been employed iti the 


coal- trade from the river Tyne, within © © years klien next 
preceding; and: alſo ufileſs the perſons to be elected, at the ſaid 
Hip- Aſfice, ſhall reſide in tlie town and county of the town of 
Neweaſile' upon Tyne, or in the pariſhes of Gateſbead, Tynemouth, 
North Shields, Wallſend, Farrow, South Shields, of W:jt Bolden; 
and alſo unleſs the perſons to be elected at Sunderland ſhall re- 
fide in the pariſhes of Sunderland; Monk "Wearmouth, Biſhop 
Wearmouth, or Whitburn ;_ and. alſo. unleſs the perſons to be 
elected at Whitby, ſhall reſide in Fhithy, or within miles there- 


of; and Allo unleſs the perſons to be elected at Scarborough, ſhall |} 


reſide in Scarborough, or within miles thereof: and if any 
perſon, not being qualified and reſident as aforeſaid; ſhall act as 
à committee- man, or ſhall vote for atty committee man, or at 
any general meeting to be held at the Prp-office for any other 
1 under this act; every perſon, ſo acting or young ſhall 
forfeit, for every ſuch offenee, the ſum of pounds atid 
the proof of ſuch qualification, and refidence, ſhall lie on the 


elected; and that every nominee, whoſe name ſhall be ſo drawn, | 
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party proſecuted; and it ſhall; in all caſes, be ſufficient for the 3 


Proſceutor to prove, that the perſon; ſo proſecuted, did ſo act 
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That the committee, or any or more of them, that 
meet at the inn known by the ſign of The Star and Garter, in 
North: Shields, on a certain day, and ſhall proceed to the; execu- 
tion of this act; and they, and all ſubſequent committees,” ſhall 
'and may adjourn, from time to time, to ſuch place in Nerth 
* Shields as the ſaid committees, or the majorities then preſent, 
ſhall think proper. That in caſe of a deficiency in the number 
of committee-nien to aft or to adjourn at any meeting, agree- 
able ta the directions of this act; or in caſe the epmmittee-men, 
Jo aſſembled, ſhall omit or refuſe to adjourtt;-any or More 
of tlic ſaid committee: men ſhall appoint a meeting of the ſaid 
committee, and give public and timely notice thereof in all tlie 
Newcaſtle news- papers. That if any or more committee- 
men ſhall at any time be deficons of aſſembling the committee, 
before the day to which the ſame ſhall then ſtand adjourned, 
they may and ſhall appoint a meeting of the ſaid committee; 
and give public and timely notice thereof in all the Newcaſtle 
news-papers. That the firſt protettfirig 6f each mecting of the 
committee, and annual general meeting, ſnall be the chuſing of 
a chairman for the day, who ſhall Have a caſting vote in all 
| caſes. where the votes are equal, except as to the election of 
| committee- men: that every * the committees, and an- 
nual general meetings, {hall be determined by a majority of the 
votes then preſent; and that all ſuch proceedings {hall be en- 
tered in à book or books kept for that ,purpale, and. figned by 
che perſon then preſiding or acting as chairman. That no pro- 
 xeeding, order, or determination of any cg committee: ſhall be va 
uad, unleſs the ſame ſhall he had and made at a meeting held in 
purſuance of this act, and entered in a book or books, and ſigned 
as aforeſaid; and unleſs there ſhall be foe or more of. the: Pay. 
mittee xe preſent at ſuch meeting. % 51 
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and to all — Long e by the faid committee, in. the 
execution of this act, ſhal 


Filed e of this act. That the committee ſhall take 5 
e Eu 


£ 


kurity from tlie faid ſeveral officers, for che due exec cecution 
their ſeveral offices; and that all the perſons liable to pay he 
rates or ſums of money granted by this act, ſhall pay the ſane 


_ "perf ſon or perſotis as ſhall, from time to time, be ap- 
pointed to cllect and receive the ſame. That every officer ur 


lervant, employed by the committee for the time being, wiis 


ſhall exact, take, or accept of, any gratuity, fee, reward or ſum 


of money vrhatſoever, for or on account of any thing to be done 


by virtue of this act, except fuch ſalaries and allowances as thall 


be appointed and allowed by the ſaid committee; or who ſhall 


otherwiſe offend againft this act; every ſuch perſon, ſo offend- 
ing, ſhall be incapable of ſerving, or being afterwards employed 
under this act, and ſhall alſo'forfeit and pay, for every ſuch of- 
fence, the ſum of pounds K o. Bi 
40 „ee e e eee ,,, 
ſhall be opened and eſtabliſhed; in ſome convenient part of 
North Shields aforeſaid, à public office, to be called he ſbip- 
office,” where all ſhips and veſſels, employed or intended to be 
employed in the coal-trade from the river Due, ſhall be entered 
in proper books to be kept for that purpoſe; which books ſhall 


contain, on each ſide, eight convenient diviſions or columns - 
in the firſt of which columns ſhall be entered and written, the 


number of the reſpective entries in ſuch books; in the ſecond 
column, the year, month, day, hour and minute of the day or 
night, ſuch ſhip ſhall be entered in ſuch books; in the third, 
the name of ſuch ſhip or veſſel; in the fonrth, the name of the 
commander of ſueh ſhip or veſſel; in the fifth, the burthen of 
ſuch ſhip or veſſel, in Newce/tle chaldrons ; in the ſixth, the 
ſum of money paid on granting the certificate hereinafter di- 
rected to be given; in the ſeventh, the clerk, making the pre- 
ceding part of ſuch entry, ſhall, as a witneſs thereto, write his 
own name; and in the eighth, the perſon attending to make 
ſuch entry ſhall write his name, or make his mark, That this 
office ſhall be kept continually open, night and day, throughout 


the year; and à clerk or clerks ſhall conſtantly attend for the 


purpoſe of makiiig the Entries as afbreſaid, and of granting cer» 


tificates of ſich entries utider his hand. That every ſuch certi- 


hate ſhall contain the number of the entry of ſuck ſhip or veſſel 

in the ſaid books, the year, month, day, hour, and minute of 

the day or night ſuch entry ſhall have been made; and alſo the 

name of ſuch ſh 

her butthen, e 
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books of te ap- Mor, nor any oertificate of ſuch entry * | 
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ip or veſſel, and that of her commander, with | 


entry of any ſhip or veſſel ſhall be made in the 
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by any clerk of the ſaid office, nor be effectual, if granted, for _ 


any-of the purpoſes of this act, unleſs. fuch ſhip or veſſel be 
then . lying in the ſaid river Tyne, above Clifford's Fort, 
e, the entry. may be made by the owner, part owner; 
or maſter thereof, or by any agent or ſervant ; or unleſs ſacl! 
ſhip or veſſel ſhall be on her voyage to the river Tyne, in which 
— 2 the perſon requiring ſuch entry to be made ſhall actually 
be one of the crew, and have left and come from onboard ſuch 
ſhip or veſſel after ſhe had approached nearer to Tynemouth Bar 
than the.diſtance that a certain point of land, lying ſouthward 


| of the bar and called or known by the name of Sauter Pornt, 


is from the ſaid bar: that if the perſon, requiring the laſt men- 
tioned entry to be made, ſhall not be the maſter or commander 
of the ſaid ſhip or veſſel, he ſhall deliver, to the clerk at the 
faid office, an order in writing, under the hand of ſuch maſter 
or commander and dated on board the faid ſhip or veſſel, ex- 
preſſing the year, month, day and hour of the day, that it was 
ſent from the ſaid ſhip or veſſel, and requiring the entry of ſuck 


ſhip or veſſel to be made in the faid fip-office : that ſuch order 
| ſhall be duly and regularly filed by the clerk in the ſaid office, 


and numbered with the number of the entry of ſuch arrival. 
That all ſuch fhips and veſſels ſhall be entered, and certificates 

thereof granted, by the clerk attending at ſuch /hip-office, ac- 
cording to the exact order in which the ſeveral perſons, attend- 
ing to require ſuch entries, ſhall. come into the ſaid office and 
declare their intention of making ſuch entry. That the clerk 
attending ſuch office ſhall, previous to the making of ſuch en- 


try, be paid, by the perſon requiring an entry to be made, after 


the rate of for each Newcg/ile chaldron of coals which 
ſuch ſhip or veſſel ſhall have. carried the laſt time ſhe was laden 
with coals, or which: ſhe ſhall reaſonably be computed to carry, 


jf ſhe ſhall not haye-been before laden with coals ;. and that the 
money, ſo to be paid, ſhall be applied as herein after directed. 


That if the perſon attending, for the entry of ſuch ſhip, or veſ- 
ſel, ſhall neglect or refuſe to pay tile per chaldron 


nas aforeſaid, in every ſuch caſe, ſuch ſhip or veſſel fall not be 


-office, 


then entered in her turn; but the clerk, at the ſaid fp 
IPS Or 


hall proceed immediately to enter, and to certify, the 


7 
1 


veſſels then next in turn for entry, until ſuch payment ſhall be 
made as Ne nk a Bo 11 ' 


aforeſai. 1 10 0757 ene ect 5! 
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_ - That from and after e 'day off next, there 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed and opened, in ſome convenient part.0 the 


town of Newcaſtle upon Tyne, a public office, to be called 7b 
_ eval-effice,” which ſhall be kept open for the purpoſe of enter- 
ing ſhips and veſſels on the ceal-i/fF. herein after direRed,//ffom 
= O clock in che morning until: 101 o'clock in the n 
. . 1 8 | 3 | Po 
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of every day in the year, except Sundays ; that ſuch hours ſhalþ 


ee 0 coal-office hours,” and no entry ſhall be made on any 


of the laid coa/-l;fts but within the affice hours aforeſaid, on 


any account or pretence whatſoever. That one or more clerk 
or clerks ſhall duly attend at the faid coal-eFize, to make the 


entries on the cog-l;fts in the manner herein after directed, 


during the office hours aforeſaid ; and there ſhall be kept, in 
ſome open, public, conſpicuous and convenient part of the coai- 


| office, ſo many ſeparate and true s as there are, or ſhall here- 
alter be, different ſorts of coals ſold and vended in the river 
Tyne :- that on each of ſuch 4½ ſhall be written or printed, at 
the head or top thereof, the known and accuſtomed name or - 


denomination of one ſort of coals only, and the names of all 


the fitters or perſons who ſhall fit or vend ſuch coals, with ten 
' convenient diviſions or columns ruled underneath; in the firſt 


of which columns ſhall be entered and written the number of 


the reſpective entries on each of ſuch As; in the ſecond, the 


year, month, day, hour and minute of the day, any ſhip or veſ- 
{el ſhall be entered therson; in the third, the number of the 


entry of ſuch ſhip or veſſel in the aforeſaid Hip-; in tlie 


fourth, the year, month, day, hour and minute of the day or 
night, that the entry of ſuch ſhip or veſſel was made in the ſaid 


ſoip-office ; in the fifth, the name of ſuch ſhip or veſſel; in the 


ſixth, the name of the maſter or commander of ſuch ſhip or 


veſſel; in the ſeventh, the burthen of ſuch ſhip or veſſel, in 
Newcaſtle chaldrons of coals; in the eighth, the clerk, making 


the preceding part of ſuch entry, ſhall write his own name, as 
a witnels to the making of ſuch entry; in the ninth, the perſon, 
requiring ſuch entry to be made, ſhall write his own name; and 
in the tenth, the clerk ſhall, immediately after his receiving the 


notice of a clearance herein after directed, write the year, month, 
day and hour when he received ſuch notice: that ſuch e 9 
ſhall be renewed, from time to time, by the clerk of the ſaid ⁵⁶ 
office, as often as occaſion ſhall require; and all the old ? 

ſhall be carefully preſerved and filed in the faid office, on ſepa- 
rate files provided for that purpoſe ; in order that every owner, 


maſter r commander of any ſhip or veſſel intended to be laden 


with coals in the river Tyne, or any other perſon appointed for 


that purpoſe, ſhall and may, between the aforeſaid office hours 
of | o'clock in the morning and o'clock in the evening 
on any day (except Sunday), and on producing the certificate 
from the /bip-office herein before directed to be granted, cauſe 


ſiuch ſhip or veſſel to be entered at the ſaid coal-office as aforeſaid, . 
on ſuch one. coal liſt as the perſon applying for ſuch entry ſhall 


think proper, for a lading of ſuch coals, and for aſcertaining 
the turn and order in which ſach ſhip or veſſel ſhall receive tlie 
ſame. That it is the true intent of this act, that no ſhip or 


del mall be entered on any one cal lf, or be laden with 


Coals, 
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coals, before ſhe ſhall have been entered for that voyage in the 
| - faid Hip- affe, and à certificate of ſuch entry ſhall, have been 
produced and regularly filed at the faid- coooffice;; and that, 
| when any veſſel ſhall have been fo entered on any coal-liſt, ſuch 
entry ſhall not afterwards be eraſed or taken off ſuch 4%, or en- 
tered upon any other coal- liſt for that voyage (except as herein 
aftcr mentioned); and every fitter, agent or vender, who ſhal! 
fell and vend the fort of coals written or printed on the bead of 
each ſeparate 4%, ſhall load the veſſels entered on ſuch iff with 
that particular ſort of coals written or printed at the head there- 
of, inthe order following; that is to fay, all ſuch ſhips. and 
veſſels as ſhall have been duly entered in the ſaid Aip-office after 
o' clock in the morning, and before o'clock in the 
evening of any day, except Sunday, and ſhall alſo be duly en- 
tered on ſome one of the ſaid coal-liſis before the expiration of 
» - houfs-next after the entry in the faid /bzp-office; and all 
ſuch veſſels as ſhall be entered in the ſaid Hip- fee on any Sun- 
Aa, and alſo after - o'clock in the evening, and before 
I o'clock in the morning of any other days: if ſuch laſt- men- 
| . toned ſhips or veſſels ſhall have been alſo entered on forme one 
of the ſaid coal- lifts. before the expiration of the + 
morning coal. ac hour after making ſuch entry in the Hip- 
office, (ſuch hours reſpectively to be aſcertained. by time-pieces 
to be kept in each of ſuch offices) they ſhall (as to each coal- 
Hift, and without any regard to the veſſels entered on other 4%) 
be laden one after the other, in the order ſuch ſhips and veſ- 
fels ſhall reſpectively ſtand in the books of the ſaid /hip-office ; 
but if the ſaid veſſels ſhall not have been entered on ſome one 
af the coal-liſis within the ſaid ſpaces of hours or «coal- 
der hour reſpectively, as the caſe ſhall have happened; then 
ſuch ſhips or veſſels ſhall be laden in the order which they and 
each of them ſhall ſtand on the ſaid reſpective coal- liſis, and not 
otherwiſe, on any account or pretence whatſoeyer. Fitts.” 
1 - DerosrT To FITTERS. s | 
That when any ſhip or veſſel ſhall have been entered on any 
one coalliſt at the aforeſaid -co0!-office, the owner, maſter or 
mander of ſuch ſhip or veſſel, or other perſon appointed for 
that purpoſe, ſhall, befoxe the expiration of hours next after . 
the entry of ſuch ſhip or veilel on any coalliſt, pay or cauſe to 
be paid, tender or cauſe to be tendered, at the office of the fit- 
FE ter, agent or vender of the ſort of coals which ſuch ſhip or 
veſſel ſhall have been entered for, in caſh or bank of England 
| notes, or in bank of England poſt bills, payable ſeven days after 
Tf fight, at the rate of at leaſt pounds for each hundred pounds 
of the value of the whole Iading of coals, at the uſual price or 
prices for which ſuch coals ſhall then be felling, and alſo upon 
Ch he uſual charges of carrying the ſame caals from the ſtaiths — 
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* 


e 


the ſhip or veſſel, 2s a depoſit; and alſo ſhall, within hours * 


after the loading of ſuch ſhip or veſſel, pay or cauſe to be paid, 
tender or cauſe to be tendered, in caſh or bank-notes, or in 


bank poſt-bills as aforeſaid, the remainder of the value of the 


whole loading of coals, and of the charges of conveying the 
ſame from the ſtaiths to the ſhip or veſſel, at the office of the 
fitter, agent or vender, where the depoſit, hereby directed to be 
made or tendered, was ſo made and tendered. 5 | 

That the maſter or commander of each ſhip or veſſel ſhall, 
before the expiration of 
have been cleared at the cuſtom-houſe, deliver a notice in writ- 
ing, under, his hand, to the clerk of the coa/-office, in which ſhall 


be contained the name of his ſhip or veſſel, and alſo the time 


when ſhe was ſo cleared; that ſuch notice ſhall be numbered 


with the number of the entry of ſuch ſhip or veſſel in the ſaid 


office for that voyage; and the ſame ſhall be regularly filed by 


the clerk there, on pain of forfeiture, for omitting or nheglecting 


to give ſuch notice within the time aforeſaid, of pounds. 
That if the owner, maſter, or commander of any ſhip or veſ- 


ſel, ſo entered on the ceal· liſt, ſhall neglect or refuſe, by the ſpace 
of hours next after ſuch entry, to pay or tender, or cauſe. 


to be paid or tendered, at the office of the fitter, _= or vender, 


ſelling the ſort of coals which ſuch ſhip or veſſel has been en- 


tered for, to the amount aforeſaid, as a depoſit, or ſhall refuſe, 
or not be ready to take on board, the coals intended for ſuch 
ſhip or veſſel, during the tide they arrive along- ſide of ſuch ſhip 
or veſſel; then, and in any of thoſe caſes, ſuch ſhips or veſſels 
as ſhall be then next in turn for loading, according to the regu- 
lations aforeſaid, ſhall be laden, and continue to load until ſuch 


payment or tender ſhall be made, or cauſed to be made, by the 


perſon ſo firſt negle&ing ; or until the owner or commander of 


ſuch my or veſſel, ſo loſing her turn, ſhall be willing and ready 


to take ſuch coals on board. That if the veſſel then next in 
turn for loading, after the veſſel which ſhall not take in her 
coals as aforeſaid, ſhall have taken in one-half, or more than 
one-half, of her full lading; ſach ſhip or veſſel, ſo part-laden, 
ſhall complete her lading before the turn or right to load ſhall 
revert to the ſhip or veſſel which ſhall have loſt her turn by the 
means aforeſaid. —— That no fitter, agent or vender, ſhall be 


obliged to give any certificate to the cuſtomhouſe, or otherwiſe 5 


aſſiſt in clearing out any ſhip or veſſel laden with coals as afore- 


ſaid, until full payment of the remainder of the value of the 


whole lading of the coals, and of the charges of carrying the 


fame from the ſtaiths to the ſhip or veſſel, ſhall be made or 
: tween the in the morning and =D = 
in the evening of any day (except Sunday) at the office of the * || 
titer, agent or vender, at whuch the aforeſaid depofit ſhall have 


tendered, between the hours of 


been paid or tenderedt. 


4 


hours next after his veſſel ſhall 
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That any fitter, Ent of vender may, during the time of 


loading any ſhip or veſſel, put two 4eels of coals, as ſhifting keels, 


on board the ſhip or veſſel then next in turn to be laden, 
That if the owner or commander of any ſhip or veſſel, en- 


tered on any coal-lz/?, ſhall afterwards be defirous to proceed on 


any voyage without taking any coals, he ſhall be at liberty fo to 
do ; or it he ſhall be defirous to proceed on any foreign voyage, 
with a fort of coals different from that for which his ſhip or 
veſſel was firſt entered to be laden with; or if his veſſel, by any 
unforſeen accident, ſhould neceſſarily want repairs; or if ny 


accident ſhall happen to the mines, whence the ſort of coals 


ariſe with which ſuch ſhip or veſſel was to have been laden, fo 
as, in either of the two laſt-mentioned caſes, to retard the load- 
ing of ſuch ſhip by the ſpace of days; then, and alſo in the 


caſe next preceding the two laſt, the owner, commander, or 


other perſon in that behalf, ſhall or may enter fuch ſhip or veſ- 
Fel, in the manner before directed, on any other ceal-liſ, for a 
lading of coals after the ſhips or veſſels then entered thereon, 
without producing another certificate from the /hiþ-office ; and 
uch ſhip or veſſel ſhall, if the maſter or commander be ready 
and willing, be laden in ſuch turn: and, in all the four laſt- 
mentioned cafes, the fitter, agent or vender, to whom the firſt 


depoſit was paid, ſhall, upon demand, return ſuch depoſit to the 


legal order of the perſon who paid the ſame, or cauſed it to be 
Lhhat if after any ſhip or veſſel ſhall have been duly entered 
on any coal-1i/?, and the depoſit paid to the fitter, agent or 
.xender of ſuch coals, ſuch fitter, agent or vender, ſhall happen 
to become inſolvent before any coals ſhall have been delivered 
on board the ſaid veſſel, then the clerk of the ſaid coal-office ſhall, 
upon tlie requeſt, in writing, of the owner or commander of 
ſuch ſhip or veſſel, eraſe the name of the ſaid veſſel from ſuch 
- coal-lift, and enter the name of the ſame veſſel on any other coal - 
it in the ſaid coal-office, after the ſhips then entered thereon ; 
and ſuch ſhip or veſſel ſhall be laden in the order in which ſhe 
| thall be ſo entered. „ „ 
That if any ſhip or veſſel ſhall, after taking in coals, and pre- 
. vious to her failing, receive any accident which may render it 
neceſſarv to unload ſuch coals as ſhall then have. been put on 


board ; in ſuch caſe, the owner or commander of ſuch ſhip or 


veſſel ſhall be at liberty to put her coals on board any other ſhip 
or veſſel then lying in the river Tyne, which ſhall have been duly 
entered in the ſaid fhip-office, obtained a certificate therefrom, 
and whoſe owner ſhall be willing to take the faid coals; that 


fuch other ſhip or vetfel ſhall be at liberty to proceed to ſea wih 


| - Luch coals, although ſhe ſhall have been previouſly entered on 
one of the ſaid coal-liſis, and the depoſit Which ſhall have been 
pad on account of coals to be put on board her, ſhall be — 
1 en 1 turned; 


clearing out, ſuch new- laden ſhip or veſſel. 
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tuned; and the fitter, agent or vender, who granted a certificate 
for the cargo of the veſſel ſo damaged, ſhall give another certifi- 


cate to the cuſtom-houſe for, and otherwiſe clear out or aſſiſt in 


5 „ 
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PENALTIES on FITTERS, &. 


That if any maſter or commander ſhall leave any ſhip or veto | 


ſel whilſt on her voyage to the river Tyne, for the purpoſe of 


making an entry in the ſaid fip-effice of her arrival; or ſhall. 


ſend or cauſe any perſon to be ſent from on board any ſuch. 


ſhip or veſſel, or from any other place for that purpoſe, before 


ſuch ſhip or veſſel ſhall, on any ſuch voyage, be nearer to Tyne-, 
mouth-bar than Souter- Point is to the ſaid bar; or if any owner, 


or commander ſhall, contrary to the intention of this act, enter, =] 
or cauſe to be entered, the name of his ſhip or veſſel on more 


than one coalliſt at any one time; or ſhall enter, or cauſe to be. 
entered, the name of his ſhip or veſſel on any coal- liſt before ſhe. 
ſhall have been duly entered in the faid. ip-effice ; or if any fit- 
ter, agent or vender of coals in the riyer Tyne, ſhall load, or 


cauſe to be laden, any ſhip or veſſel which ſhall not have bren 


firſt duly entered at the ſaid hip-aſſice and coal-office reſpectively; 


or-ſhall refuſe, or omit, to load any fhip or veſſel in the order, 


and upon the conditions aforefaid.; or ſhall wilfully or unneceſ- 
farily delay, or cauſe to be delayed, the loading or diſpatching 
of any ſhip or veſſel; or ſhall load, or cauſe to be laden, any. 
ſhip or veſſel out of her proper order and turn; or ſhall, after 
ſuch payment or tender of the remainder of the value of the 


lading of coals and the carriage thereof as aforeſaid, refuſe to 


grant a certificate to the cuſtom-houſe, or otherwiſe prevent the 
clearance of ſuch ſhip or veſſel from that houſe; every com, 
mander or owner of a ſhip, fitter, agent or vender of coals, ſo 
offending, ſhall forfeit and pay, for every ſuch offence, the ſum 
of pounds. 9 oy Bet wars I 
— ConTracTs For SALE or Cors, WIH PENALTY. _ 

That whereas the fines and penalties impoſed by an act 


paſſed in the third year of the reign of his late majeſty, intie 


tuled, “ An act for the better regulation of the coal- trade, 
have been found ineffectual to prevent lightermen, coal- buyers 
and others, from extorting or receiving money. or other gratui- 


ties, from owners and maſters of ſhips or veſſels, for the more 


1 8 diſpatch, delivery or diſpoſal of the coals from on board 


ips and veſſels in the river Thames; for remedy whereof, aud 


to prevent the like evil in future, the bill enacts, That no 
contract or agreement, for the ſale of coals from any ſhip or 


veſſel importing the ſame into the river Thames, ſhall be 


5 Valid, unleſs the ſame ſhall ag in words at length, the 
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44 real and bona fide price to be paid for ſuch coals, and ſpecify 
* the time in — the ſame dal be delivered; 24 n 
© the real price ſhall not be inſerted in ſuch contract or agree - 
« ment; or if the price, or time in which any coals are agreed 
4c to be delivered, thall not be inſerted in words at length; or 
« if any buyer or ſeller of coals from any ſhip or veſſel import - 
- © jng the fame; or any lighterman, owner, part- owner, or 
«© maſter of any ſuch ſhip or veſſel, ſhall by himſelf or herſelf, 
© his or her factor, crimp, clerk, ſervant, agent, or other per- 
* ſon, giye, or agree to give, take, receive, deduct, return, or 
* allow, to, of, or from each other, any ſum of money, gra- 
* tuity, premium, or reward, or any quantity of coals or other 
article, in account or otherwiſe howſoever, as or by way of 
«*. difcount or ſcorage, otherwiſe than ſhall be expreſſed in ſuch 
« aforeſaid agreement, or as or by way of diſpatch, in delivering 
„or taking coals from on board any ſhip or veſſel importing 
te the ſame into the river Thames; all and every perſon and 
* perſons ſo inſerting, or cauſing to be inſerted, ſuch falſe or 
% nominal price, or not inſerting the price or time of delivery 
« in words at length, or otherwiſe offending herein, ſhall for- 
<< feit and pay, for every ſuch offence, pounds. 
That all the books, liſts of coals, certificates and orders, 
bereby directed to be made, filed and kept at the ſaid two ſeve- 
ral Hes, reſpectiug the entries and certificates of ſhips or veſ- 
ſels, ſhall be open, at all ſeaſonable times, for the inſpection of 
all owners, commanders and mates employed in the coal-trade, 
and of all fitters and venders of coals in the river Tyne, and their 
reſpective agents, clerks and ſervants, without any fee or reward 
bs be paid for the ſame; ſo as ſuch inſpection do not interfere - 
with the buſineſs of the office reſpecting the certificates and en- 
tries. That if any perſon ſhall wilfully deſtroy, tear, alter, 
obliterate or defile, any of the ſaid bobs, lifts of coals, ceriifi- 
cates or erders, hereby directed to be made, filed and kept; or 
ſhall intentionally alter or forge any certificate to be granted 
under this act; or publiſh, as true any forged certificate, know- 
| ing the ſame to have been forged ;. every perſon, ſo offending, 
ſhall forfeit and pay, for every ſuch offence, pounds. 
That in caſe any certificate, to be granted under this act, ſhall 
happen to be loſt before the ſame ſhall have been left and filed 
at che proper office, the perſon granting the ſame, or other per- 
fon in that behalf, ſhall immediately, upon the requeſt of the 
owner, maſter or mate of the ſnip to which ſuch certificate re- 
lated, grant a duplicate of the certificate ſo loſt ; whereon ſhall 
be alſo written the time of granting ſuch duplicate, ſubſcribed 
by the clerk who ſhall grant the ſame; and ſuch duplicate ſhall 
be as effectual for all the purpoſes of this act as the original 


certificate would have been. 
6 
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1 4% 0 Aceounrs axnp Mox gr. oo. | 
That at each general meeting to be held in the month f 
AaAnnvually, at North Shields, purſuant to the direction 
of this act, the chairman of the laſt meeting of the committes | 
for the preceding year, or in caſe of his abſence; indiſpoſition or | 
death, fome one of the committee-men for the preceding year, 
ſhall cauſe to be laid before the ſaid meeting, for their inſpec= | 
tion, a true and fair account in writing, ſubſcribed by the per- 
ſon delivering the fame, of all the monies which ſhall bave been | 
collected, received and accumulated in the preceding year, by 

virtue of this act; and alſo of all the monies which ſhall! have 
been uſed, paid, applied and veſted, out of the ſame ; and ſhall - | 
produce vouchers of all fuch payments, diſburſements and in- 
veſtments: and that all ſuch annual accounts and vouchers ſhall {| 
be ſafely depoſited in the ſaid /brp-office, under the care of the |} 

committee for the time being. 55 GE 

That every ſum of money, to be raiſed by this act, ſhall be 
applied by the committee for the time being, firſt in deftaying | 
the expences of ſoliciting and paſſing this act, and then in pay= | 
; 


ing the rent, purchaſe money or charges of building all or any 
of the ſaid offices, with the taxes and repairs of the ſame, and of 
all other incidental charges and expences attending ſuch offices, 
and the falaries and allowances of officers to be employed in 
purſuance of this act; and the ſurplus thereof, when it hall 
amount to the fum f hall be inveſted in the Þ| 
purchaſe of in the names of or more of | 
the committee-men for the time being, to be nominated by 
| ſuch committee at any of their meetings, and the intereſt and | 
produce thereof ſhall again be inveſted, from time to time, in 
the like funds; and the whole ſhall be ſecured and accumulated, 6 
to the intent that whenever the legal annual intereſt and pro- 
duce of ſuch ſurpluſage, and of the accumulations thereof, ſhall 
amount to ſo much money as the whole of the annual expendi- 
ture, in carrying this act into execution, has upon an average 
amounted to for the years then next preceding; then, . 
in ſuch caſe, the future annual intereſt and produce of ſuch ſur- 
pluſes, with the accumulations thereon, ſhall be applied by the 
ſaid committee, at a meeting conſiſting of no leſs tan 
members, in ſuch manner as the money hereby directed to be 
applied; and every ſum of money, hereby directed to be col- 
lected and paid, ſhall, from thenceforth, ceaſe, and be no longer 
ole foo ro nn eo 
That all the penalties and forfeityres for offences, in this act 
mentioned, ſhall be one moiety. to his majeſty, his heirs and 
ſucceſſors ; and the other moiety thereof to him, her, or them | 
who ſhall ſue for the ſame within the ſpace of calendar - | 
months next after ſuch offence or offences ſhall be committed j | 


1 N 


r 


coſts of ſuit, by action of debt, bill, plaint or infor- 
mation, in any of his majeſty's courts. of recorxd. 


*"Y 


_ That for the better diſcovering of any offender, if any perſon, 


guilty of any offence againſt this act, ſhall ſue and proſecute 


any other perſon who ſhall have committed any offence con- 
trary to the meaning of this act, and enen any 
of the ſaid penalties; each perſon, ſo ſuing an 


ſor the like or ſimilar offence committed before the commence- 


ment of ſuch ſuit or proſecution; and ſhall alſo be entitled ta 


receive the ſame benefit and advantage from ſuch fait and judg- 

ment as any other perſon would, in the like caſe, be entitled 

B eee I EE ad... 

That if any ſuit or action ſhall be commenced againſt any 

. perſon, for any thing done in purſuance of this act, ſach ſuit or 
action ſhall be brought within calendar months next after 

the cauſe of action thall ariſe, and not afterward ; and the de- 

fendant, in ſuck ſuits and actions, ſhall and may plead the ge- 

neral iſſue, and give this act and the ſpecial matter in evidence, 

at any trial to be had thereupon, andthat the ſame was done b 
authority of this act; and if it ſhall appear to have ware 


done, or if any ſuch ſuit or action ſhall be brought after the 


time limited for bringing the ſame, that then the jury ſhall find 
for the defendant with _ coſts ; and the defendants ſhall 
have the like remedy, for the ſame, as defendants have in other 
cafes by law. AE EI OE TELE Oo cg WIR 

That whenever the iron manufactory near Newcaſtle-upon- 
Tyne, late belonging to Mrs. Crowly and company, ſhall have any 


contract with government for ſerving his majeſty with ord- 


nance or iron ſtores, the ſhips belonging to the proprietors of 
fuch manufacture ſhall, whilſt employed in the above ſervice, 
be permitted to load what coals they may want as and for bal- 
tft only, without conforming or being ſubje& to the regula- 
tions made in that behalf; and they ſhall not conform or be 
ſubject to any other of the reſtrictions, limitations and provi- 
TIES ed be Cunt inn i ont x 
That this act ſhall continue in force for pyears from the 
paſſing thereof, and thence until the end of the then next ſeſ- 


lion of parliament ; and ſhall be deemed, adjudged, and taken 


io be a public ac. BS 


On the next day after the foregoing bill was preſented, viz. 


| on the 22d of February, 1988, Sir Mathew White Ridley pre- 
ſented the following bill, in oppoſition to the other. 


| and that ſuch penalties and forfeitures ſhall be recovered, with 


Oh, in recovering, ſhall 
be fully diſcharged from any penalties or forfeitures incurred, 
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N Ar OF. A BILL. 
br te bitte regulation of the loadi ng of flips with coals, in th 1 5 


of e and Sunderland. A 
„ Whereas the . 555 che 


The ee ſtates: 


« loading of ſhips or veſſels with coals in the ports of Nerucaſle 


« and Sunderland, eſtabliſhed by an act of pathament, paſſed in 
« the ſixth year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, intituled, 


« An aft to regulate th: loading of fhips with coals, in the ports of 


« Newcaſtle and Sunderland, may be extended, and rendered 
more effectual to remedy the inconveniences intended t * 


prevented thereby.“ 
The bill enacts, That from and whos Re - hy 4 


next, the ſaid act, ſo made and paſſed in the fixes year of bis | 


vreſent majeſty, and alſo the two NP, acts, e r 
the Se, be, and are, r repealed.” | | | 


Sary ENTRY- Books AT FirTERs Orricns. 
1 all fitters, agents or others, vending fea-coals: and Joad- 


ing ſhips or, veſſels with the ſame, at the ports of Neeucaſtle or 


Sunderland, ſhall, from and after the ſaid day of next, 


keep their reſpective offices open for the purpoſe of ae : 


buſineſs therein every day in the year (except Sunday.) from 
of the clock in the morning until of the clock in the eveni 


and ſhall alſo cauſe one clerk or fervant to attend their ſaid re- | 
ſpective offices, from of the clock in the evening to of the 


5 


lock in the morning, of every day, and during the whole of every 


Sunday throughout the year, for the purpoſe of receiving and re- 


giſtering applications for turns of loading with coals, in manner 


hereinafter- mentioned. That all ſuch fitters, &c. ſhall keep, in 


ſome conſpicuous part of their reſpective offices, proper books, 


| which ſhall be called ſhip entry-b:oks;” that every ſuch book 
ſhall contain nine columns or diviſions, wherein all applications 

for turns to load ſhall be truly and regularly entered, in manner 
following, viz. in the firſt column ſhall be written the number 


of each reſpective entry; in the ſecond, the name of the ſhip or 
veſſel; in the third, the name of the maſter or commander; in 
the fourth, the place to Which ſuch veſſel belongs; in the fifth, 
the place where ſuch veſſel was at the time the perſon, applying 


at ſuch office, left her; in the ſixth, the time when he ſo left 


tuch veſſel; in the ſeventh, the time of making cach reſpective 


entry; in the eighth, the name of the fitter or clerk making the 
entry, ſubſcribed by his own hand; and in the ninth, the name 


or mark of the perſon applying, ſubſcribed with his own hang : 
that every ſuch book, {hall be open, at all times, to the inſpec- 
tion of any owner, maſter, mate or mariner, of any ſhip « or vel- 


| te} employed in the coal-trade. 
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That no entry of any ſhip or veſſel, for a turn of loading 
with coals at any ſuch offices, ſhall be made in ſuch ip entry. 
books, on any account or pretence whatſoever, but on the per- 
_ ſonal application of the maſter, mate or mariner, who ſhall have 
actually come from on board ſuch ſhip or veſſel, for the purpoſe 
of making ſuch application, when ſhe was either in the port of 
Newcaſtle (in caſe the application be made for a turn to Joad in 
that port), or had approached nearer to TJynemoutb-bar than the 
diſtance that Sauter-Point is from the ſaid bar; and in caſe the 
application be made for a turn to load in the port of Sunderland, 
when ſhe was either ix that port, or within two miles of it, 
That in caſe the perſon, requiring ſuch entry to be made, ſhall 
not be the maſter or mate of the ſhip required to be entered, 
but one of the crew, he ſhall produce a certificate, under the 
hand of the maſter or mate of ſuch veſſel, ſpecifying the name 
of the perſon ſent from on board to make ſuch application, 
with the year, month, day and time of the day, that he left ſuch 
ſhip or veſſel for that purpoſe; and that all ſuch certificates 
mall be filed, and kept open to inſpection, at the office of the 

fitter with whom the thip or veſſel ſhall actually fix to load. 


„ * amm enge 
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Loaping ExTRY-Books. 


That all ſuch fitters, agents or venders, ſhall alſo keep, in 
ſome conſpicuous part of their reſpective offices, proper books, 
which thall be called laading entry- bools, and ſhall contain eight 
columns or diviſions, and alſo columns for all the ſorts of coals 
in which each fitter, agent or vender, ſhall uſually deal; that /s, 
one column for each ſort of coals, with the uſual denomination 
of each ſuch ſort written or printed at the head of each column. 
In theſe 5, ſhall be duly and regularly entered, on the appli- 
cation of any owner, maſter, mate, or their agent or ſervant, at 
any time between the hours f in the morning and 
555 in the evening of any day, except Sunday, all ſuch 
ſhips or veſſels as ſhall be actually fixed to be loaded with coals 
at ſuch reſpective offices in manner aftrer-mentioned ; that is to 
ſay, in the firſt of the eight columns ſhall be entered, in wit- 
ing, the number of each reſpective entry therein; in the ſecond, 

the number of the entry of the ſame veſſel in the ſhip entry- bout 
offgþe ſame office; in the third, the year, month and day, with 
_ th&hour and minute of the day, of making ſuch. entry therein: 

in the fourth, the exact time when the ſame veſſel was entered 
in the h entry- bot of the ſame office; in the fifth, the name 
of ſuch ſhip or veſſel; in the fixth, the name of the maſter ol 
commander of ſuch ſhip or veſſel; in the ſeventh, the name of 
the fitter or clerk making the entry, written by his own hand; 
and in the laſt of the ſaid eight columns, the time of ſuch veſſe 
being fully loaded, written by the fitter, agent or vender, rr. 
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eight Neweaſtle chaldrons. TY 25 
That no ſhip or veſſel ſhall be entered for a loading of eoals 
in any loading entry-book, before ſuch veſſel ſhall have been en- 
tered in the hip entry-book of the ſame office, far, the ſame 
voyage; nor ſhall any ſhip or veſſel be entered in fuch loading 


of the clock in the morning and of the clock in the 
evening of every other day; nor in more than one loading entry- 
b-0b, nor for a full loading of more than one ſort of coals in the 
fame entry-book for the ſame voyage, except as hereafter men- 


with the ſort of coals ſuch ſhips or veſſels are fixed to be loaded 
with, in the order following; that is to ſay, all ſuch ſhips or 


the morning and in the evening of any day, except Sun- 
day, if alſo entered in the loading entry-book of the ſame office 
within wo Hours after ſuch entry in the „hip entry-book ; and alſo 
all ſuch, ſhips or veſſels as ſhall be entered in any Hip entry-book 
on Sundays, if alſo entered in the loading entry- boot of the ſame 
office before the hour of o'clock in the morning of the next 
day; or as ſhall be entered in any ip entry-book between a 
in the evening and in the morning of any ether day, if 


hour of of the clock in the morning of e's in the 
ſtand in each „hip eniry-book ; but that all ſuch ſhips or veſlels as 
ſhall not be entered in any loading entry- booł within the reſpec- 


tive ſpaces of time aforeſaid, after their being entered in the h 
entry-books, ſhall be laden with the ſort of coals with which = 


bd bk. dd — — 


they ſhall ſtand in the loading entry-books, without any regard to 


count or pretence whatſoever. _ 


books," as aforeſaid, ſhall deliver to ſuch perſon, a true copy or 


to the 


* 


- hore after che loading of ſuch ſhip thall live betri com- . 
pleted ; and in the column belonging to the ſort of coals with 
which ſuch veſſel is intended to be loaded, ſhall be written the 
bac of ch ſhip or veel in Kel, each kei Cee 


enirj-book on Sundays, or at any time but between the hours of 


tioned, That all ſuch fitters, agents or venders, at whoſe offices 
ſuch entries ſhall be made in the loading entry-books as aforeſaid, * 
ſhall load the ſhips or veſſels entered in ſuch loading entry-baoks 


veſſels as ſhall be entered in any hip entry-book between in 


alſo entered in the loading entry-book of the ſame office before the 


order, and turn, in which ſuch ſhips or veſſels ſhall reſpectively 


are fixed to be laded with, in the order, and turn, in which 


their entry in the /bip entry-books, and not otherwiſe on any ac- 


That every fitter, agent or vender, upon being requeſted for 
hat purpoſe, by any owner or maſter, or his agent or ſervant, 
applying to be entered for a loading of coals in the loading. zntry- 


tranſcript of all the entries in ſuch laading entry-books, ſubſequent 
o the laſt entry of any ſhip or veſſel therein appearing to have . 
been before that time loaded, which ſhall relate to the ſort 6f 
coals which he then applies for, ſo that it may always be fully 
known what turn the Hips or veſlels, entered in fuch loading 
1 5 „„ | | entry- 
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entry- boobs and not then loaded, are reſpectively entitled unto. 
That all ſuch copies or 1 be ſhall be ſubſcribed by the fi- 
ter, agent or vender, or his clerk; and they ſhall be admitted ax 
evidence of the turn for loading to which ſuch ſhips are entitled, 

in any court of law or equity. - p h 
Drost To FiTTERS. s 
That when any ſhip or veſſel ſhall have been entered in any 
loading entry-book for a loading of coals, the owner or maſter of 
ſuch ſhip, or ſome perſon on his behalf, ſhall, before the expi- 
ration of hours next after ſuch entry of ſuch veſſel in an 
loading entry-book, pay or tender, at the office of the fitter where 
ſach entry is made, in caſh or bank of England notes, or bank 
of England poſt-bills, payable ſeven days after fight, to the 
amount at leaſt of pounds per centum upon the whiole 
cargo of coals, at the uſual price or prices for which ſuch coals 
are then ſelling, and upon the uſual charges of carrying the ſame 
from the ſtaiths to the ſhip, as a depoſit; and ſhalkammediate- 
ly after the loading of ſuch ſhip or veſſel, pay or tender, in caſh 
or bank of England notes, or bank of England poſt- bills as 
. aforeſaid, the remainder of the price of the whole loading of 
coals, and of the charges aforeſaid, at tlie office where the de- 
poſit was made or tendered as herein before directed. | 
That if the owner, maſter or mate of any veſſel, ſo entered 
in any aging entry-boak' for a loading of coals, ſhall neglect or 
refuſe, by the ſpace of hours next after ſych entry, to pay 
or tender, at the office of the fitter, agent or vender where ſuch 
entry is made, to the amount aforeſaid, as a depoſit ; or ſhall 
refuſe to take on board his ſhip, or his veſſel not be ready to 
take on board, the coals intended for her, during the tide they 
arrive along- ſide; then, and in either of thoſe cafes, ſuch ſhips 
or veſſels as ſhall be then next in turn for loading, according to 
the regulations aforeſaid, ſhall be laden, and ſo continue load - 
| Ing, until ſach payment or tender ſhall be made by the perſon 
fo firſt neglecting; or until ſuch veſſel, ſo loſing her turn, ſhall 
be ready to take ſuch coals on board. That if any one of ſuch 
ſhips or veſſels, next in turn for loading after the ſhip or veſſel 
which ſhall have loft her turn by the means aforeſaid, ſhall 
have taken in ſo many coals as ſhall amount to one half part, or 
upwards, of her full lading, fuch veſſel, ſo part laden, ſhall go 
on to complete her lacing, before the turn or right to load ſhall 
revert to the ſhip or veſſel which ſhall have loſt the turn by the 

means aforeſaid. ee ref won a CANS We 

hat if the owner, maſter or mate of any ſkip or veſſel ſhall, 
after ſhe thall have been fully laden, negled or refuſe to pay or 

| . tender, or cauſe to be paid or tendered, at the office where the 
{ - depoſit was made as herein before directed, in caſh or bank of 

, | "7 r [3 | REST 46 e e Eugland 


JJ.ͤ ³ ͤ⁰i ea at a 


* 


—_ 


England notes, or bank of England poſt-bills, payable as afore - 
ſaid / the remainder of the price of the whole loading of coals, 
ard of the charge of carrying the ſame from the ſtaiths to the 
ſhip, ſuch fitter, agent or vender, ſhall not be obliged to give 
any certificate, or otherwiſe aſſiſt in clearing out at the cuſtom- 
houſe, any ſhip or veſſel laden with coals as aforeſaid, until full 
payment all be made or tendered, in manner before directed. 
That any fitter, agent or vender, may, during the time of 
loading any ſhip or veſſel, put tuo 4eels of coals, as ſhifting keels, 
en boacd the ſhip or veſſel then next in turn to be laden. 
That if the owner, maſter or mate of any ſhip or veſſel, after 
fach ſhip or veſſel ſhall have been entered in any leading entry- 
þ20k for a loading of coals, ſhall be defirous to proceed on an 
voyage without coals, or to enter on any other entry-book his 
ſhip or veſſel being freighted for a foreign voyage, and not 
having begun to take in the coals for which his ſaid ſhip was ſo 
entered, but not otherwiſe) he ſhall be at liberty to do ſo; in 
which caſe the depoſit aforeſaid ſhall be returned to the legal 
order of ſach perſon as ſhall have paid the ſame; and, on the 
return of ſuch depoſit, the fitter, agent or vender, or his clerk, 
ſhall enter, oppoſite to the name of ſuch veſſel in the eighth co- 
lumn of his /oading entry-bock, the words “ depoſit returned ;” 
and every owner, maſter or mate of any ſhip or veſſel, entered 
in any loading entry-book for a loading of any particular ſort of 
coals, ſha may afterwards enter his ſaid veſſel for a loading 
22 ſort of coals, vended by the ſame fitter, for the _ 
ame voyage, provided that he takes his turn of loading after all 
thoſe ſhips or veſſels which ſhall then ſtand before him in ſuch 
loading entry- boo, for a turn of that ſort of coals to which he 
ſhall ſo change. „„ 5 e 


PENALTIES on FITTERS, &C, 
That if any fitter, agent or vender, ſhall negle& or omit to 
keep his office open, for the tranſacting of buſineſs therein every 


the morning till -of the clock in the evening, and proper- 
ly ſupplied with clerks; or ſhall negle& or omit to have his 
office properly attended by one clerk or ſervant, from of 


ing of every day, and alſo during the whole of every Sunday 
throughout the year, for the purpoſe aforeſaid; or ſhall negle&' 
do provide and keep all or any of the 50, before directed to be 
provided and kept; or ſhall refuſe the inſpection of any ſuch 
books to any perſon entitled to the inſpection thereof; or ſhall 
neglect or omit to make the proper entries therein; or ſhall 
eraſe or alter any entry in his />ip-entry or loading entry-book,” 
Vith intent to deprive any ſhip 8 veſſel of the fair turn of load- } 
3 5 V img; 4 
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day in the year (except 3 from of the clock in 


the clock in the evening to of the clock in the morn- 


36 


ing; or ſhall refuſe or omit to load any ſhip or veſſel with the 
ſort of coals for which ſuch ſhip or veſſel is entered, in her pro. 
per turn; or ſhall wilfully or unneceffarily delay the loading 
and diſpatching of any. ſhip or veſſel; or ſhall load any. ſhip or 


veſſel out of the proper turn aforeſaid ; or ſhall refuſe to deliver, 


upon requeſt, a true tranſcript or copy, under his hand, of the 
entries in his loading entry-baok, before directed to be given to 


the perſon requiring the ſame; or ſhall, after payment or ten, 


der of the remainder of the price of the lading of coals and tlie 
carriage thereof as aforeſaid (if there be no other legal impedi- 


ment) refuſe. to grant the uſual certificate; or ſhall otherwiſe 


prevent the clearance of ſuch ſhip or veſſel at the cuſtom-houſe ; 
every fitter, agent or vender, ſo offending, ſhall forteit and pay, 


for every ſuch offence, the ſum of pounds &c. 


I 
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That if the maſter or. mate of afty ſhip or veſſel ſhall leave ſuch 
veſſel, whilſt on her voyage to the port of Neucaſile, or to that 
of Sunderland, for the purpoſe of entering the ſaid ſhip or veſſel 


in any ip entry-book as aforeſaid ; or ſhall deliver a certificate 


to any mariner on board, in order to enable ſuch mariner to 
make ſuch entry as aforeſaid, the ſhip or veſſel, ſo intended to 
be entered, not then being within the port of Newca/tie, or 


nearer to TJynemouih Bar than the diſtance that Suter Point ig 


from the ſaid Bar, or not within the port of Sunderland, or 
within miles of the-ſaid port; or if any owner, maſter or 


mate of any ſhip or veſſel ufing the coal- trade, or any other per- 


ſon, ſhall knowingly or wilfully procure the entering of any 
ſhip or veſſel, for a turn of loading with coals, in any hip entry 


| book, when ſuch ſhip or veſſel is not juſtly entitled, under the 
regulations hereby eſtabliſhed, to be ſo entered ;, or ſhall, con- 


trary to the intention of this act, enter his ſhip or veſſel for a 
lading of coals in any more than one loading entry- boo at any 


one time (except as aforeſaid); or ſhall give, or cauſe to be 


given, any ſum or ſums of money, fee or reward whatſoever, 
to any fitter, agent or vender of coals, or to any of their clerks 
or ſervants, in order to obtain an undue preference in loading 
his ſhip or veſſel wich coals; every perſon, fo offending, ſhall 

forfeit and pay, for cyery ſuch offence, the ſum of _ 


pounds &.  _ | | ot | 
That if any perſon, who ſhall be guilty of any of the offences 
declared. by this act, ſhall, within calendar months after 


the committing of ſuch offence, make an effectual diſcovery of 
any other perſon or perſons who ſhall have committed any of- 
fence contrary to the meaning of this act, ſo as ſuch other perſon 
or perſons, or any of them, ſhall be convicted of any ſuch of- 
fence, ſuch perſon, making ſuch diſcovery, ſhall be fully dit- 
charged from the ſaid penakies and forfeitures for all ſuch of- 
fences by him previouſly committed, and ſhall alſo be entitled 
to re the fame. benaly. and advantage: frogs fuch dilcovert 


— 
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and conviction as any other perſon ſhall, in the like caſe, bs 
entitled thereto, by virtue of this act. That all the penalties _ 
and forfeitures, for offences in this act mentioned, ſhall be, one 
moiety thereof to his majeſty, and the other moiety to him, 
her, or them, who ſhall ſue for the ſame within the ſpace of _ 
calendar months next after ſuch offence ſhall have been com- 
mitted, to he recovered, . with coſts of ſuit, by action of debt, 
bill, plaint, or information, in any of his majeſty's courts of 
record. | 5 5 V 
Provided always, That nothing in this act ſhall extend, or 
be conſtrued to extend, to ſhips or veſſels not exceeding in bur- 
then keels, and carrying coals coaſtways to any port in 
Great Britain (except the port of London) or to any foreign port, 
all which ſhips or veſſels ſuch fitter, agent or vender, ſhall ages. | 
fulLliberty to load at any time, and in any manner he ſhall think 
open 5 8 „ „„ 
1 Provided alſo, That whenever the iron manufactory near 
. Newcaſtle, late Mrs. Crotoley's, thall have any contract to ſupply 
government with iron ordnance and ſtores, 333 or veſt T 
employed in conveying them, and alſo, at all times, all ſuch 
ſhips or veſſels as are employed in carrying goods, wares, and 
merchandizes, from Newca/i/e to London, or from Sunderland to 
Londen, upon freight or hire, and are known by the denomi- 
nation of London-traders, ſhall and may take on board what 
coals hall be wanted by ſuch ſhips or veſſels as and for ballaſt 
or dunnage only, not exceeding in quantity. = Ekeels, ag. 
ſoon, as occafion ſhall require, without conforming or being 
ſubject to the regulations hereby eſtabliſhed for loading in turn; 
nor ſhall the owners or maſters of ſuch ſhips or veſſels be ſub- 
12 to any of the reſtrictions, limitations, or proviſoes of this 
Act. | 9 | 3 3 
Provided alſp, That no fitter, agent or vender of coals in tho 
ſaid port of Sunderland, ſhall be obliged to enter, upon his lads. 
ing entry-book, any ſhip or veſſel of greater burthen tan 
keels; but as it has been cuſtomary in the ſaid port of Sunder», * 
land, in the ſummer ſeaſon, to load ſhips or veſſels in the road 
there (which cannot come into the harbour) of greater burthen, _ - 
than keels, it ſhall be lawful for the faid fitters, agents or 
venders of coals in the ſaid port, to enter upon their leading 
entry-baoks, any ſhips or veſſels exceeding that burthen which 
they ſhall think fit to load in the ſaid road, provided that all 
ſuch ſhips be entered in their proper turn, and loaded in turn 
with ſuch other ſhips or veſſels as ſhall be then loading in the 
road accordingly ; and when the owner, maſter or mate, hav- 
ing the care of any ſhip or veſſel entered in any loading entry- 
back, ſhall have taken in as many coals in the ſaid harbour of 
Sunderland as ſuch owner, maſter or mate, ſhall think fit, every 
luch fitter, agent or vender, ſhall be. at liberty to load the 1255 > 
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hip in turn in his badirg entry- boot, then being in the ſaid har. 
| > bour, and ſo on until ſome one or more of ſuch ſhips ſhall 
have failed out of the ſaid port into the road of Sunderland, 
which ſhips ſhall then be loaded up in the ſaid road as they | 
Rand in ſuch loading entry- bool, in turn with the ſhips of greater 
burthen then lying in the ſaid road, as ſoon as the weather will 
permit; and the owner, maſter or mate, having the care of 
Fach ſhip or veſſel fo lying and loading up in the ſaid road, 
hall be anſwerable to the fitter, agent or vender, loading ſuch 
ſhip, for the loſs or damage of any keel fent off into the road 
to load any ſuch ſhip, and alſo of the coals on board any ſuch 
keel or keels, as hath been cuſtomary. ©. 3 
That this act ſhall continue in force for pyears from the 
paſſing thereof, and thence until the end of the then next ſeſ- 
Ron of parliament, and ſhall be deemed, adjudged, and taken to 
be, a public a&. ; ds ep 
On the 25th of February the 3d of March was fixed for the 
ſecond reading of lord Mulgrave's bill, and on the 29th of Fe- 
bruary, Sir Mathew White Ridley preſented the following peti- 
tions againſt it; namely, one from the merchants, tradeſmen, 
and principal inhabitants of Newcaſtle upon Tyne; one from 
owners of coal-ſhips on the River Tyne; one from the cor- 
poration of Newcaſtle; and one from the Trinity-houſe of New- 
caftle, On the 3d of March a petition from Sunderland, and one 
from Durham, againſt Sir Mathew White Ridley's bill, were 
_ preſented to the Houſe ; and the order of the day for the ſecond 
reading of lord Mulgrave's bill was, on the motion of Sir Ma- 
thew White Ridley, put off for fix weeks; namely, until Mon- 
day the 14th of April. On the day appointed, lord Mulgrave 
moved for the ſecond reading of the bill: the account given in 
the Morning Chronicle of the next day, was as follows; _ 
The order of the day was moved for by lord Mulgrave, for tho 
2 ſecond reading of the bill, for the better regulating the lading 
44 of veſſels in the coal- trade of Newcaſtle upon Tyne, Coun- 
« ſe] were then called, and Meſſrs. Graham and Grant were 
«© heard in ſupport of the bill, and Mr. Sergeant Lawrence and 
JJ eankit EGO. . 
„The bill being read, and likewiſe the petitions from the 
* ſhip-owners, the Trinity-houſe, the corporation and the in- 
„ habitants of Newcaſtle, againſt the bill, the counſel on both 
1 fides proceeded, and called ſeveral witneſſes, whoſe examina- 
« tion being gone through, at half paſt ten o'clock, lord Mul- 
«« orave roſe and ſtated to the Houſe, the importance of the bill 
1 Fefore them, the great quantity of evidence produced, and the 
ee late hour of the evening. He earneſtly wiſhed the Houſe to 
„ adjourn the further conſideration of the bill till Friday, and 
« ordex the evidence to be printed, His lordſhip concluded 
e IE IO 
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u Mr, Michael Angelo Taylor declared himſelf againſt adjourn- 


e jng the debate, and the evidence being pions ; as by print- 

_ «& ing the evidence, a conſequence would be given to the bill 
« which it by no means merited, A bill ſo abſurd as the pre- 
« ſent was, that it ought to have been thrown over the table the 
« firſt time it was offered to the Houſe, and he hoped it would 

that night meet with a ſimilar fate. 
Mr. Lambton truſted the Houſe would agree with the mo- 
« tion. He conceived it to be highly improper at ſo late an 
« hour for the houſe to go into the diſcuſſion of a bill of ſuch 
importance as that before the houſe. He was ſurprized at 
« the hon. gentleman who ſpoke laſt, in having made up his 
mind ſo precipitately upon the bill; it was, he conceived, a ii 
« too haſty deciſion to declare that the bill ought to have been 
« thrown over the table. The evidence adduced was before 
« the houſe, and it would enable them to form their opinion 
« upon; the merits of the k!, Tons 
dir Mathew White Ridley was againſt the motion, oppo- 
« ſing both the adjournment of the debate, and the printing 
« the evidence, and agreed with his hon. friend (Mr. Taylor) = 
« that the bill ought to be thrown over the table, i 
« Sir Thomas Dundas ſaid, every objection advanced by the. 
« counſel againſt the bill, appeared to him too trifling for the 
notice of the houſe ; every thing brought forward by the evi- 
« dence ſhewed the neceſſity of the bill. The evidence, he ſaid,, 
** onght to be printed; and he concluded by urging the inde- 
« cency of forcing on a debate at ſo late an hour on a bill of 
2» bs greateſt importance to the naval concerns of this king-. 
%% ooo ee ne po rs oe Bo Eh 
% Alderman Watſon ſpoke in favour of the bill, the neceſſity 
of which was proved b the evidences on both fides havin 
declared to the houle, that the former laws were broken 14 
* that ſhips were not duly laden according to their entrance 
into port. He concluded by ſupporting the motion of ad- 
_ © journment, and printing the evidenſſdſe. | 
Mr. Brandling declared the bill to be, in his opinion, in- 
AIjurious to every branch of the coal-trade, which, at the pre- 

_ ** ſent day, and according to the preſent mode of carrying it on, 
was in the moſt flouriſhing and promiſing ſituation: it was WW 
then unwiſe and dangerous to adopt new, and untried regu-, | 
* lations,” which might in the end deſtroy, inſtead of increaſe, | 
** the trade. He ſhould both oppoſe the adjournment of the. 
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debate, and the commitment of the bill. 
Lord Mulgrave in reply ſaid, he wiſhed the debate to be, We 
* adjouthed, and the evidence printed, that the houſe might be. 

- fully acquainted with the ſubject, and that he might be en- 

— abled, by the peruſal of that evidence, to enter more largely 
into the fubject than he otherwiſe could do. The great im- 


, 
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®"portance of the bill was the reaſon that had induced him to 


& make his preſent motion. | 
Mr. M.A. Taylor declared what had been given as evidence 
 @ was no evidence at all, and did not merit printing. 


„ Mr. Henniker was for the motion, and contended for the 


& neceſſity of the trade being regulated. 


Mr. Counſellor Scott objected to the motion. He Mo ob- 
e jected to the bill as tending to fetter the coal-trade with uſe. 


jeſs regulations; it went to ſhackle a trade which ought ever 
* to be free; it enacted a partial reſtraint, and would, if carried 
into a law, deſtroy part of the commerce of Newcaſtle, by 
driving the ſmaller veſſels from that port to Sunderland. The 
A petitioners for the bill, he ſaid, had, by coming to pray for 
* reſtraints upon the trade in general, acted like incorrigible 
* rogues, petitioning to be confined to a houſe of correction. 
Inſtead of proving that they (the ſhip-owners) had been de- 
« ceived by the fitters at Newcaſtle, againſt whom they peti- 


2 tion, they have proved that they have been the deceivers of | 
the fitters. The bill being confined to the port of Newcaſ- 


«* tle-alone was in his opinion a ſufficient reaſon, if nothing 
_ © elſe had been advanced, why the bill ſhould be thrown over 
„ the table. 


Mx. Lambton again ſpoke, and ſaid there was no neceſſity 
| | for Sunderland being included, no complaint ever having 
* been made by the owners of ſhips trading to that port, of 


« being deprived of their fair turns of loading their ſhips. _ 


«© The motion being put for the adjournment and printing 


« the evidence, it was negatived without a diviſion. 
Lord Mulgrave then roſe, and argued, on the great im- 
ct portance of the coal-trade to this country, ſaid he was amazed 
«that any gentleman ſhould indulge his fancy by ridiculing a 
& fet of men, /even hundred in number, of great reſpectability, 
* poll:fling upywgrds of 1200 ſhipping, employing more than 
& 16,000 ſeamen in the trade, and'a capital of more than wo 
% millions, with the. idea of their being incorrigible rogues. 
„ Their prayer, and the bill before the houſe, went only to 
« deſtroy thoſe practices which now exiſted, and were very de- 
« trimental to the ſervice; and to enable the owners of veſſels, 
* refiding in different parts of the kingdom, to trade at New- 


** caſtle for coals on the ſame terms with the owners of veſſels 


& refiding at Newcaſtle, After further urging the'neceffity of 
* paſſing the bill, he ſaid the evidence ought-to be printed, and 


the public made acquainted with the particulars of a trade of 


the greateſt importance to their national guard, their navy; 
and concluded by moving, that this bill be committed, 5 
Mr. Grey {aid he would not trouble the houſe many minutes 


„at ſo late an hour, and was the more inclined to ſay little, as 


| * the noble lord had advanced nothing to merit the 


1 


* 


attention 
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of this tle Ai Jag bill. The bill, 7G. ad, mo 


« ited the treatment ſuggeſted by his hon. friend; it ought to 2 


« be thrown over the table; for he was confident; a more ab- 


« ſyrd; more unjuſt, more partial, or more impolitic bill was 


« never offered to that houſe, than the bill of the noble lord's. 
« No evidence,” he faid, had been produced, to prove the for- 
« mer laws inſufficient. Under thoſe laws, the trade had, from 
« the laſt act, increaſed one-fourth ; the feamen employed. had 


« been doubled; and every advantage had increaſed in pro- 
6« ortion ; it was a ſtrange moment to 1ntroduce a- new law, — nl 


« which ought not to be countenanced by that houſe, unleſs 
« the greateſt neceſſity for its adoption was proved to exiſt; 
no ſuch neceſſity nig been p proved; no fitter had been proved 
t have defrauded the ſhip-owner--of his 2 turn for 
« loading his veſſel ; but, on the contrary, it 

« that the - ſhip-owners were the men who obtained falſe turns 
« by various ſtratagems. / He was confident the bill, ' inſtead 
« of remedying thoſe evils, and deſtroying the confuſion that 
« was \þycit ſaſd to exiſt, it would create evils and confuſion. 
5 ein -tirnsly-; -convinted that the bill was fundamentally pre- 


cial to the trade, he was determined to oppoſe it. 


* Mir Folliffe ſpoke for the bill. He argued on the incon- 


4 neniiadigs to which ſhip-owners were ſubject at Newcaſtle,” 


* and to which they were not ſubje& at Sunderland; which 
= 5 reaſon ay that por tau: be omitted, I, 
the bill? 
„The queſtion being then put; that the bill be committed, the 
« houſe divided. -Ayes 17 Noes 44+ The bill was accordingly 
* thrown! out by a e of 71 and: at one Fes 1 
© houſe! adjourned!” 0, 19 ene 

Previous to my remarks on the se gving ſpeeches, 1 pro- 


ceed to ſtate the fubſtance of the: evidence given by the wit- 


neſſes, called by the counſel employed againſt and for the bill, 
agreeable to the order in which | they were ſeverally examined. 

Mr. GrorRGE WELSTEAD, | officer of "the cuſtoms, was called - 
in, to probe that the importation of coals is much increaſed 
 fnce the paſſing of the aQ'6th of George III. Mr. Welſtead 
delivered in an account (taken from the cyſtom-houſe coal- 
office books) of the importation of coals into the port of Lon- 
don, from Newcaſtle, in the years 1766, 1784, 1785, 1786, 
| 1787, diſtinguiſhing: each year. IT hat account was as follows, 
viz. in we 6200, 431 chaldrons; in 1784—32 476 chal- 
drons; in 1785324, 473 chaldrons; in L066 5.732 
chaldtorig ;/and in 1787/—308, 125 chaldrons. - ' 

Although it appears by the above account, that . the annual 
importation of coals from Newcaſtle into the port of London 
Increaſed 64,000 chaldrons in the courſe of 18 years, it is no 
| * . that in the laſt two years, VIZ. from 1785 to 
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1787, there is a decreaſe of 16, 348 childrons. The inereafo 
of importation from Newcaſtle may have been owing either to 
a proportionable increaſe in the general conſumption of coals 
in the port of London, or to the yenders in Newcaſtle having 
obtained a conſiderable portion of that trade which was Fir- 


. merly enjoyed by thoſe of Sunderland; or both cauſes may have 


co-operated in producing the increaſe: howeyer that may haye 


been, I will venture to ſay, that very little, if any part of the 


increaſe, has ariſen | from the operation of the act 6th of 
George III. I F 


Mr. LawRE NOE TURNER was called in, to prove an increaſe 


of ſhipping and ſeamen ſince the paſſing of the aforeſaid act. 
This witneſs delivered in an aceount of the groſs total ſums 


of money received in each year for the uſe of the Merchant 


| Seamen's Hoſpital at Newcaſtle, from ſhips belonging to that 
port, from the year 1766 to 1787. By that account it appears, 


that in the year 1766, 427 was received z the average amount 


of the annual receipt for the next ſuceeeding ſeven years, was 


I 
—— 


£ 519; in the next. ſeven years the annual average was ( 722; 


and for the laſt ſeven years, the annual average amounted to 


£ 1078. In the year 2772, the number, of ſhips which paid 


was 315; and in 1589. there were 565, which was an increaſe of 
| 1 880 _ Of the 565 ſhips which paid in 1787, 4 belonged 


That the. ſhipping and ſeamen. have conſiderably increaſed, 
fince the paſſing of the act 6th of George III. is true; but 


ſuch increaſe has. not been produced hy that act. The demand 


of government for tranſport- ſhips, in the courſe of the late 
war, and the number of ſeamen then employed in the royal 
navy, greatly augmented the number of both; and therefore, 


when thoſe tranſports and ſeamen were diſcharged, at the 


cloſe of the war, there were a confiderable redundancy of pri- 


vate ſhipping and ſeamen. Again, many of the ſhip-owners, 


by quitting their former reſidence in Whitby, Scarborough, &c. 
and refiding in or near Newcaſtle, for the purpoſe of more 
effectually ſuperintending the buſineſs of their ſeveral ſhips in 


- the coal- trade, have conſiderably increaſed the ſhipping of New- 
caſtle, without augmenting the number of ſhips engaged in 
the coal-trade in general. Were I to admit that the increaſe in 


the ſhipping, ſeamen and trade of Newcaſtle, has been chieffy 


' owing to the optrations of the act 6th of George III, I think it 


would be fair tv remark, that if that act has really produced a 
conſiderable increaſe in the ſhippipg,; ſeamen, and trade, though 
ſhamefully and repeatedly evaded and broken, what additional 
advantages muſt have flowed from the ſame law, had it always 


been kept operative and inviolate |. Ho the oppoſers of Lord 
Mulgrave's bill will like the operation of their. W 
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gr _ Henry SHADFortH, /hip-ewnrr in Newcaſtle, callcd in. 


thought the eſtabliſhment of the offices, propoſed by Lord Mul- 


ſhips arriving together in fleets, the maſters could not be diſ- 


eb th together, Great inconvenience, he ſaid, would 
ariſe from the er at Newcaſtle, becauſe the trade, from its 
nature, is ſubject to accidents—he had known ſeveral accidents 
happen, In his cro/5-examination he ſuid, he was of opinion, 
they muſt be 8 ot 10 hours in the coa/-office z and in the p- 
Mer, if 1 50 ſhips arrived together, they muſt be 8 or 10 hours; 


mitted, that if a perſon were to go with a certificate, and chooſe 
his Ii, he might have his name put down immediately, if 
not fix on à loading of coals until he had been at the fitters. 
of his own knowledge, but had heard complaints of fitters- 
clerks being deceived by ſhip-owners. On being aſked if he 
heard of fitters tranſpoſing names, and refuſing to admit per- 


thing. 9 


together, T think that he ought rather to have ſaid in the 
* courſe of a few hours; for whether they came from Yar» 
mouth-Roads, the Humber, or Bullington-Bay, they muſt 
have been conſiderably extended along the coaſt, by the time 
the firſt ſhips arrived off Tynemouth-Bar. If the firſt ſhips, 


they all get entered in their proper turn. That accidents hap- 
pen in the coal-trade, I readily admit; but I cannot conceive 


ture to ſay, is well- calculated to prevent them. 
Mr. ALEXANDER RUTHERFORD, /bip-owner, called in. 
He ſaid he had been a ſhip-owner 23 years, and never knew 


any evaſions of the act '6th George III. That he did not | | 
know of having ever met with any interruption from the fitters I 


or ſhip-owners, or of. receiving any inconvenience from being 


would, be an unneceſſary load upon the trade of Newcaſtle, 
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grave's bull, would be inconvenient to the port of Newcaſtle ; 
that the office at Shields would be impracticable, becauſe the -- 


hed in any time it would take many hours—he had known 


a ſingle ſhip might be diſpatehed-in 3 or 4 minutes. He ad- 
but one ſhip ; but that a perſon being at the c office could 


That as to inſtances of evaſion, he never knew any difficulty 


ſons to be entered at all? He ſaid he never knew any ſuch | 


in ſuch a large fleet, are quickly diſpatched, an. hour or two's 
atteridance to the others cannot be prejudicial, provided that 


how the coal-office at Newcaſtle will produce accidents. What- 
ever accidents and miſchiefs may enſue, the bill, I will ven- 


deprived of his turn in loading. He ſaid the propoſed fees 


and, conſequently, operate as a 3 to other coal 925 | 


7 


Mr. 1 
He ſaid he had been employed in the coal-trade 20 years, and | | 
that he never knew the act 6th of George III. evaded. He | 


e e 3 
When Mr. Shadforth ſays he has known 1 50 ſhips arrive 


i 
i 
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That it would take conſiderably more time to get ſhips put on 
the /;/?s than in the preſent mode: that ſhips arrive in great 
numbers, and therefore, applications for all ſuch, ſhips would 
be productive of inconvenience and delay; and that, as no 
perſon could put his ſhip'on any of the coa/-/z/?s without having 
communication with the fitter, it would certainly cauſe a double 
delay. In his cro/s-examinatton he ſaid, he lived at Gateſhead, and 
had petitioned againſt the bill. That, in the preſent mode, it was 
neceſſary for ſome perſon from every ſhip to go to an office, 
and if he finds the coals will anſwer, he enters there; if not, 
he goes to another; at whatever office he finds the coal he 

wants, he fixes there. Being aſked if he ever got a ſhip entered 
on a fitter's liſt before tlie time ſhe was entitled to it? He an- 
ſwered, I dont remember ſuch a. thing.“ That the greateſt 
burthen of ſhips in the trade is from 28 to 30 keels—6co tons; 
the ſmalleſt, veſſels 1 keel—20 tons; and the general ſize of thoſe 
which. uſe the Southweſtern trade, are from 4 or 5 keels to 20. 
He did not know of his having ever felt any inconvenience 
from the preſent mode of proceeding. Ship-owners generally 
know what the different coals, are, in which particular fitters 
deal: ſome fitters deal in different ſorts of coals, That the 
largeſt ſhips require from 16 to 18 hands to navigate them; 
and ſhips of 7 or 8 keels, require 6 or 7 men for. that purpoſe. 
Mr. EDwarD TwyzZELL,. Hip-ooner, callid in. 


* 


3 


the new ice a jobb, he anſwered, lt has the look of it.“ 
Mr. ſonx ERASMUS BLACKET called i. 

He ſaid he had been a fitter at Newcaſtle for above 30 years; 
that he is a member of the corporation, and believes he might 
be prefent when the ſeal was put to the petition, againſt the 
bill. He ſays, he never depriyed any ſhip-owner of his turn; 
that fitters. had been ſometimes impoſed. upon, by owners and 
malters of ſhips ſaying the ſhip was within, the limits, when 
ſhe was not; but when it was found out, it was always rec- 
tified. Believes the bill will be injurious to the trade ; becauſe, 
when a ffcet of ſhips, arrive, the maſters coming all; to one 
| ; . ; hos 7 _ "office 
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ing to the fitter's office. In his creſs-exammmation he 
that it was not eaſy, at the time of entry in the preſent mode, 
to know whether the. ſhip is within Suter Point, or not. By 


ſubſequent information from the owner of a ſhip whoſe turn 
had been loſt, it has been rectified. In his office, he ſaid, ſmall 
ſhips generally load with different coals; and he never gives 

Dee to ſmall ſhips, when they load the ſame coals as the 


arge ones. He thought the ſmall ſhips of a certain burthen 


judge of the ſituation of the colliery at the office, without go— 


would be materially injured, if they were to takè turn with 


large ſhips. That the coals he loads are from the keels, not 


from the ſpouts; but at thoſe collieries that load from ſpouts, 


rhe ſmall ſhips would be materially injured. if they were to take . | 
their turn It has been uſual for ſmall ſhips, loading at the 1 


ſpouts, to be loaded out of turn. On being aſked, + = + 
Does this practice ariſe from the connivance of the maſters 
«of large ſhips, or is it a breach of the law?“ He anſwered, ** Tt 


« has been ſo from cuſtom, and admitted of.“ On being aſked, - 


„Whether this practice is a hardſhip on the large ſhips,” or 


« js done with their conſent ?” he anſwered, It may be diſ- 


„ advantageous to the large ſhips if it is carried too far; but the 


« {mall ſhips loading at the ſpout, have frequent opportunities 


« of loading, when it is no difadvantage to the large ſhips.” 


He ſaid if the ſmall ſhips (6 keels) were obliged to lay for | 


their turns, it would be ſo great a loſs to them, that it would 


drive them from the port. Admits that by the preſent law al 


ſhips are to take their turn; but the ſmall ſhips loading under 
ſpouts has been allowed of, and not found fault with till of 


late. Should the = bill paſs, this cuſtom of ſmall ſhips |, 


loading will be broken into; it will not be allowed of any lon- 


ger, and they will be liable to a proſecution. Admits that, by | 
the preſent law, the fitter, loading a ſhip out of its turn, is 


liable to a proſecution; has not heard any complaints of ſmall 


ſhips loading out of turnt till within this year and a half; has q 1 


heard it more complained of within that time. Did not know 


what were the largeſt veſſels that loaded under ſpputs ; he faid;' { | 


the loading under the ſpouts certainly gave an advantage to the 


exporter, becauſe they paid no keel- duty, the amount of which 


ſaving depended on the diſlance from the collieries. That if lil 


the {mall ſhips were driven from the port of Newcaſtle, it would 
not only be injurious to the ſhipping, but alſo to the outports. 


He did not know whether or not coals were cheaper at Sun- 
derland than at Newcaſtle : if ſmall ſhips have two ports to go 
to, viz. Newcaſtle and Sunderland, coals will be cheaper than 


if they had only one port, Cannot tell vhether the Sunderland 


coals are equal in goodneſs to thoſe of Newcaſtle, On being 
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Do you apptehend that the advantage to the dutports ariſe 
* from the price of coals, or from loading from the ſpouts ?” 
ne Cn The principal advantage is the being loaded 
Quveſt. On what fact do you ground your opinion, that 
45 coals would be dearer to the Outports, ſuppoſin ſmall ſhips. 
„ were not permitted to load out of their turns?” Anſ. If 
4 ſmall ſhips were to lay for their turns, it would be diſadvan- 
4* tageous, and drive them from the port; and it is the expe- 
4 dition vhich enables them to fell cheaper.” , 
He ſaid, if this bill paſſed, it would certainly become the 
duty of the committee to attend to the regular turns of all veſ- 
eis, large and ſmall: that the committee would be obliged to 
make the regulation known, and the ſmall veſſels would be de- 
prived of leading from ſpouts, and of the privilege of ſoading 
put of turn. He believed the Newcaftle coals bore as high, 
if not the higheſt price, at the different markets; and that, it 
they did bear the higheſt price, it was owing to the ſuperior 
quality of the coals. He admitted, that ſeveral fitters were 
3 and that ſome of the fitters clerks had ſhares in 


: Ms. MaTTHEw FAIRLAM, mofley of a coal-trale bp at 
Newcaſtle, called in on behalf of the bill. . | 


He faid he had frequently ſeen at fitter's offices lift of ſhips 
kept on flates, and flips of paper; and particularly at thoſe of- 
fices which vend the beſt coals; which liſts, he ſaid, might 
eaſily be falſified. That he had frequently known ſhips, not ar- 
reed within the limits deſcribed in the act. put on the liſts ; 
that in December laſt, the ſhip Friends, William Hope maſter, 
was taken on for a loading of Montagu main coals, and had 6 , 
Joaded keels down at Shields two days before ſhe arrived. : 
Ihe ſkipper of one of the keels (ſaid he) enquired of me, if l 
** the ſhip was arrived? I informed him, ſhe was not, and no 6 
probability of her arriving that day, the wind being con- Y 
„ trary; on which he, and three of the keels, went on board 1 
« another ſhip, then in the harbour.“ He ſaid he had a ſhip k 


placed on the lift at all hours of the night, and that he was 
maſter of a ſhip ſeven years in the coal-trade, before he. knew 
there was any limited hour. He ſaid, that for the 4 three a 
yea's he had never, except fwzce, engaged the ſhip for a loading b 
of coals ;. the owner, who xefides at Shields, had always dons be 
it. On being aſked, . e i 
Do you know if ſhips have marks or ſignals ſo as to be hi; 
«known before they. come into the limits?“ he anſwered, th 
„ The thips belonging to the fea-coaſt between Sunderland and 
« Blyth, have private marks on their fails, fo as to be known 
** before they arrive, or private ſignals on different parts of th 
their rigging; by which means the owners, or their ac- 4 
5 e gy | % quaintances, 


* 


* 5 


5 e id. tl 
pg 825 loading, — 4 


* 


ing alked, if he RARE bern defanded of hie turn 


| after being laced on a fitter's liſt? TI EL _ ons 
_ 


* quary laſt, after being placed on Mr. Liddte's liſt, by the 


« Mary and An. of See the a Ginn the 1 life 57 — Fr 


22 ĩ ener 


11 9 9 he e dee wrote to dhe fitter to pets, +4 | 
« reaſon. ; but no anſwer was returned to his letters, and, rn 


" * and Ann had the preference“ 

4 Have you known inſtances of ſhips being Nl 
« ko w put on. 2 lift Anſ. I have known, ſhips. refuſed at- 
Mr. Liddle's office; and the reaſon given Wag, that they, did. 
s not chuſe to load any ſo large.” 


Qpeſt. Whether. he ſhips ag to gh auen and thje 


« s belonging to other perſons! 875 
bi 75505 TN _ thip 


973. 4 ibs > 


« be was for three weeks. which was too > long. to lay at. thar- 
_ * ſeaſon of the year. In the afternoon, of the fame day, a ſhip. 
belonging to Mr. „Rowe arrived, and moored. next ſhip to 


* me in the harbour, and immediately got her ballaſt out, and 


received, two keels of byker coals, and continued to receive 
* two or three keels every tide, till loaded, the reſt of the keels. 
going on board of the ſhips in .turn,: till loaded; by which 
© means ſhe, was loaded four days ſooner with the beſt coals, 


than I was with an inferior ſort ; and near three weeks ſooner. - 


* than. her turn entitled her to.— I acquainted the maſter. of the. 


+ ſhip with the fitter's partiality; and, he told me, he n 


* he had a right to do as he pleaſed with his own.“ 


On his crojs. examination he faid, he was not a eee only f 


a ſhip - maſter. He ſaid he had frequently been on the coaſt- 


banks looking for ſhips, and had ſeen other perſons, who had 


been looking for particular ſhips, ſet off, for Newcaftle to put. 
ſhips upon the liſt: that thoſe Thin look-for the ſhips generally. 


have good perſpective glaſſes, and can thereby diſcover eine 8 [| 


ok for ſeveral miles. 
being aſked if he knew any 8 of a fitter putting 
one ſhip — another, except when they were employed, by: 


the owner? He anſwered, ** In. April 1782, I took m 1 on 


arri ved, 


at es ** of Ne Errington and Ward ; when "w 
| 6c: re 


ais are deprived. of kein. 
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« there were 12 or 13 fail of ſh . on the nt; "FP RAISE a and 

0 cleared from the cuſtom-houſe on tlie third day, and, pu IL, 
laid for my regular turn, I might have been 13 or 1 

« at the ſooneſt, —There were in rhe, office two maſters Bk 

«before me, neighbours of mine; they were entered for the 

* ſame ſort of coals, and were before me on the lift,” 
On being aſked if he had any private fignal at that tinie? He 


Pack 3 round it. | | 
2 Then ue owner of ine Miß keen we Mp by « 
#65 „this fignal, mig ht go. and enter her before ſhe came Alti th 


«.the limits 7” Auf. Ves, he did frequently: that was the in- 
„tent of its being put there.” 5 


On being aſked : Have you known an inſtance PA 4 ſhip” 8 Ai 
«© being put on a fitter's Iiſt, which was not arrived ?” He an- 5 
— The ſhip F riends (anden did not arrive | 
« for two days.” * | 
On being aſked, whether the perſons refiding at Shields com- * 
monly — the advantage of private ſignals? He anſwered, [ of 
| - auſweted before, the > perſons Tenn at Shields Metra only, | | 
«© have the advantage.” watts - 
| State one instance where the fitter 8 its got readier 1 
4 turns, and made more Vexages 45 yt 1 we, eye given one SI 
«of Mr: Rowe's.” . 4 
” Queſt;**© By what means did you obtains ewe mene 3% 5 
0 Ward's office ?” Anl.“ The reaſon given was, that 1 was 3 
one of their friends, and feldom went paſt them.” . 
Quveſt. By what means did you obtain that preferable turn pr p 
Anf. I can give no other reaſon thati' that P loaded oftener at a... 
that office than the other ſhips.” . e e 3 41 
- Queſt.” © When they put you on for the ruf, a0 they give 6 
« you any reaſon ?”” Anf. NO.“ ( 
© Queſt. „Did you know, at the time they put you on the «x 
Hit, that they meant to give you a” Bere P Anſ. An 
There were two maſters of ſhips in rhe” office at the time, 
and of courſe they could not tell me; but expected they «, 
„ would, for they ſent after me, and told me to get my ballaſt | as 
cout, and they would give me coals the next day.“ " If 
Queſt. When that happened, was it in the prefence of Mr. ( 
Ward, or only through the friendihip of the cherk, with y 
«© whom you, was acquainted ?” Anſ. Through the friendſhip 10 te 
« of the clerk. * Mr. Ward knew nothing of, the matter I s | ( 
anne 10 0 
Queſt. Can you ſpeak poſit why to any Wer where you 1 B 
« have obtained any undue preference by means of the fitter 10 J 
« kimſelf?” Anſ. I never did. 0 
Qveſt. When you made your privige f G vraal, ane" the « g 
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Anſ. « Certainly.” . Fa . e 
Queſt. '** What reaſon had you to ſuppoſe, that the fitter's 

« clerk would give you a preference?“ Anf. I wrote from 

« London to the clerk, and had my ſhip put upon the liſt 

BETS. ee cn” vs 
Queſt. ** Had the fitter's clerk any pecuniary reward, or? 

« other confideration, for ſo doing!“ Anſ. Never from me.. 


— 
} * 


Queſt, * Is it not eaſy and uſual for a perſon reſident ar 
« Shields, and connected with a fitter at Newcaſtle, to commu=- — |} 


« nicate that private ſignal?ꝰ Anſ. It is certainly very eaſy, 


and I believe very often done.” | / | 
Queſt. Whether fitters have not partners reſiding at Shields? 
Anſ. I believe the major part of the fitters at Newcaſtle have 
« ſome perſons connected with them at Shields. a I 
Mr. TyoMas PowpiTcn, fhip-owner, called in. ET, 
He ſaid he had known the port of Newcaſtle for about 15 
years, On being aſked if he had ſeen lifts on flates' and ſlips 
of paper? he anſwered, © Ar Walker's office on flate ; in Wil- 
« Ingten's; on tha of paper. 
| Queſt. © When lifts are ſo kept, is it not eaſy to alter the 
turns?“ Anſ. “Perfectly eaſy, by changing the flips—by en- 
" ie the ſhips on another ſhip, and ſhewing that to different 
* perſons.“ YE ; | | 2 bs 
Queſt, Have you ever known ſhips put on ſlips that 
« were not within the limits?“ Anſ. Ves. I have placed my 
* own ſhip on the liſt under theſe circumſtances; and I know 
© it to be the common cuſtom of the trade.” r 
Queſt. Do you know inſtances of ſhips being put on after 
the hour?” Anſ. Yes. I have frequently entered my own 
* ſhip after the hour, at offices where I was known ; but not at 
* offices where I was not known.” e eee 5 
Queſt. . Do you know of ſhips having particular ſignals, 
*ſo as to be known before they come within the limits?“ 
Anſ. * Ves. . > e | 
Queſt. As theſe circumſtances can't be ſeen. at Newcaſtle, 
how are they made known between Shields and Newcaſtle ?”” 


Anſ. * [Immediately on ſeeing the fignals, a perſon is ſent to 
* Newcaſtle to report them arrived at Shields??? TO Lge” 

Queſt. “ Has it ever happened to you to be refuſed to be 
put on a lift for a ſuperior ſort of coals, unleſs you promiſed 
* to take an inferior ſort next voyage? Anſ. Yes.” 
| Queſt, © When and where?“ Anſ. At Mr. Henry Scott's 
1 office at Newcaſtle, I have been promiſed a clear turn of 
0 . coals, if I would take a loading of South-moor, which 
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„Wett © Tes this happened frequently 2” Anf. . Only 
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> DQueſt- © Is it common, in the port of Newcaſtle, for fitters | 
* and their clerks to be part-owners of ſhips ?? Anſ. Very 
„common.“ 5 9 2 . „„ 
Qypeſt. Have you obſerved that the ſhips, of which fitters 
* have been owners, have got on more readily, and gone more 
voyages, than ſhips which have not belonged to them!“ An, 
6.4 Dave frequently.” | © „„ 5 
Queſt. Can you ſtate the uſual number of ſeamen em. 
* ployed in one ſhip of the largeſt ſize in that trade?“ Anſ 
_* ſhips of 20 keels generally carry 14 men; ſhips'of 25 and 26, 
«© carry 16 or 17 men: theſe are the largeſt ſize commonly uſed 
- * 1n the coal-trade.” Co OE Cn reg he CO aA On 4A 
Queſt. © Do you know whether the beſt ſeamen are bred on 
board of the largeſt or ſmalleſt ſhips, and why ;“ Anſ. The 
„ beſt ſeamen are bred on board the large ſhips, , becauſe they 
are incapable of going into a harbour in bad weather; whereas 
the ſmaller keep the coaſt, and, in bad weather, are always 
going into harbour; therefore, more ſkill' is required in 0 
—. ¼—pß— 3 YO. . . 
Queſt. On board which are generally moſt of the ap- 
4 prentices bred ?” Anſ. The larger have the moſt : they 
learn their buſineſs better on board of the large ſhips ; the 
ſooner they can do ſeamen's duty, the ſooner the maſter finds 
it unneceſſary to hire complete ſeamen.” ?“ 
Queſt. If the offices are eſtabliſhed under the preſent bill, 
vill any confuſion ariſe ?”' Anſ. . Certainly not; on the con- 
7% trary, I ſhould ſuppoſe a great deal of confuſion would be 
prevented, by having a regular office at Shields, the place 
* where the ſhips arrive“ | 


Queſt. * Is it ſafe for the maſter or mate to leave the ſhip 

* when ſhe is coming over Tynemouth-Bar, or before ſhe i- 

«© ſafe in her moorings ?” Anſ. It is exceedingly improper tor 

© any of them to quit the ſhip till ſhe is ſafe moored, on account 

© of the danger of the navigation.” Joy N 

Queſt. When the maſter has obtained his certificate at the 

© arrival office, has he full time to bring his ſhip to her moor- 

' 4+ jngs before he goes to the coul-office at Newcaſtle?” Anſ. 1 
* think three hours a very ſufficient time.“ Pe; 

Queſt. How long would the ſhip be in going from Tyne- 

© mouth-Bar to her moorings ?” Anl. It depends on the wea - 

« ther ; it may be but a few minutes, or an hour or two. In 

„ general three hours would be ſufficient.” . . 

Queſt. As the buſineſs is now carried on, how many Jour- 

e neys are neceſſary from the ſhip to Newcaſtle. before the time 

of loading comes on?” Anſ. . Three journeys are abſolutely 

e neceſſary. The firſt by ſending a meſſenger to regiſter the Wl © ww 

e chip at che ftter'y office ; the ſecond to fix on the ftter's 
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« for loading; and the, third when he draws near his time, to 


« know. when to prepare his ſhip to receive the loading. 
Queſt. Have you made any calculation, on any one year, 1 
rs « of the whole expence of thoſe journeys to the whole trade? 1 
e WH Ani. « Ves, 4000 voyages in a year, and three journeys for | 
. « each voyage, at 5s. a journey, is . 30000 © + 
Queſt. ** What will be the faving to the trade from the mode 
1 « pointed out by the preſent bill * Anſ. The number of | 
. « chaldrons exported from Neweaſtle laſt year, was 450, 0% ͥͥ . 
gene the expences of the Fe, to be» halſpenny fr. 
d « chaldron, they will coft {. 937. 10, the ſavings will, conſe- | 
an, {oo a6. ro Fo 
n Queſt, #4 How many journeys do you think neceffary under j 
le « the preſent bill, if it ſhauld paſs? Anſ. Only one, to put | 
J « the hip on the Atter's lift: the regi//ter-office at Shields will | 
18 « render the, other Journeys unneceſſary “ „ | 


| Queſt. © Do you now deem it indifpenfible, as the law nos 

e ſtands, to make three journeys?“ Anſ. It can't be done 

ff TT. | 
Queſt. Muſt not a fecond journey be neceſſary to obtain a 

clearance?“ Anſ. Undoubtedly there muſt be a journey for 

i clearance. As the law now ſtands, there are three journeys 

“ heſides that för the clearance.” e 
Queſt. Are a large majority of the trade willing to bear the 
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\if 

l, fees of office, under the new bill!“ Anſ. I am fure that 9 
- © ſeuen-eighihs are willing to bear it. The ſame majority ar | 
e * convinced there will be a ſaving to the ſhip-o-wners. ä 1 
6 On his ero/s-examination he was aſked, ** When you placed ky 
your ſhip im properly in the turn, and at improper hours, - 

p i was that with the knowledge of the fitter?” Anſ. It was i 
9» note ET Rees os pd he 9 


On being deſire to explain what he meant by an office which 


nas friendly, as the fitter was not concerned, he anſwered, 
The offices where I was accuſtomed to load, they made it 

a2 point of doing me the favour of fixing my ſhip in the liſt 

' „in the night; but at the offices which were not friendly, 

[ * they would not take my ſhip on in the night.“ Being de- 
tired to explain how that was done, as the fitter had no know- 

. ledge of it; he anſwered, The fitter's clerk had certainly a 

- knowledge of it. I did not mean to fay that the fitter had 

n no knowledge of taking my ſhip on in the night; but only 


that he had no knowledge of my ſhip's being entered before 
* ſhe came within the limits.” 7 „ 
Queſt. When you ſpoke of being refuſed loading with good 
"coals, unleſs you took thoſe: of an inferior ſort; by whom 
"was you refuſed?” Anſ. „ Mr. George Tallenhire, Mr. 

" Henry e h 0 565 LET, Re. „ 
Queſt. ** Was Mr. Scott preſent?” Anſ. No., nl 


„ 
Queſt. When was this refuſal given * Anſ. About two 
4 years ago; but I don't recolle& the . 
-Queſt. Did you, in conſequence of that, complain to Mz, 
VV 
Queſt. How far do the large ſhips go beyond the port of 
« London ?” Anſ. ( In general they go to London; but many, 
* which may be called large, trade to other ports; ſhips of 19 
« keels trade to other ports. VVV 
Queſt. Is not the buſineſs tranſacted, in general, by fewer 
40 journeys than three?“ Anſ. It can't, in general, be done 
< by fewer journies than three, and often more, except by people 
« living in Newcaſtle.” | TORE, | kg 
ueſt. How'is the fitter, living at Newcaſtle, to be in. 
* formed of the tranſactions going on at the /hip-office at Shields 
„by only one journey?“ Anſ. The fitter will be informed 
« by a certificate brought by the maſter of the ſhip, from the 
4 Ges at Shields, to the office at Newcaſtle, where a copy cf 
« the regiſter is propoſed to be kept. . 
Queſt. © Have you made any calculation of the addition 
«© expence to the different ſhips by this bill?” Anſ. I did 
t calculate to the amount of J, 937. 10s. which is the only ex- 
4 pence I know of.” _ = Fe EY. 
Queſt. Does that include the whole expence of the coaſt. 
4 trade, as well as the foreign trade?“ Anſ. The whole en. 
Eo - pl 5 YE. : CD 2 
Queſt. © In the former calculation about the journeys, did 


* 


4% you include the whole?“ Anſ. Certainly.” | 
Queſt. © Do you remember a meeting of the ſhip-owners at 
© Shields in 1786?“ Anſ. I remember two or three meeting 
% at Shields, but don't remember whether in 1780; believe 
« there was one in 1787. There were reſolutions formed, but 
4 J don't know what they were.” by 
eſt. Whether the trade now carried on in large ſhips 
© would be ſtopt, if the preſent bill do not paſs?” Anſ. lt 
4 would certainly remain 1n the ſame ſtate, if the preſent bil 
did not paſs?” | ENS 
Queſt. Have the regulations of the preſent act been par 
% ticularly diſadvantageous to the trade carried on in large 
* ſhips ?“ Anſ. I don't think the preſent law has had any ef. 
* fect on the trade, as to its being carried on in large or {mall 
« veſſels.” „„ | = 
Queſt. © Whether you think /even-c:ghths of the ſhip-owne!s 
& to be a majority of the whole coal-trade ?” Anf. . certainly 
„ meant only of the ſhipping?” : „ 
Queſt. Are there not other branches of the trade beſides 
the ſhipping ?” Anſ. © Yes; but not other branches of tit 
* trade concerned in paying the expence of the offices.” uit 


# 16,000 men.” 
by Between 2,000 and 2,500 apprentices annually.” 65 
*« ſhips at this time?“ Anſ, . Not that I know of.” 


to the royal navy, in employing timber that would build men 
* of war?” Anf. * That will never be the caſe, as the timber 


4 ſlips of paper z He anſwered,“ Very often. I haye ſeen 
© ſhips on fitters? liſts when the ſhips were not arrived within 
* the limits preſcribed by the act; and I have known ſhips put 
on the liſts not wing the limited haus. i i 


is a very common practice.? 


1 eaſily conveyed from Shields to Newcaſtle 7” Ap; 5 "As Fo 
* as the fignal is N a perſon is diſpatched to New- || | 


«6 before, the ſhip 18 within the limits preſcribed by the act. 
Ki Ming been * on the r An Anſ. * Yes. On oy EI 


| Ws i” Es it 
. Queſt, © Why is a large ſhip keeping the ſea able to breed | 


in better ſeamen ?” Anf. 2, The intricacy of the navigation. js | 


* ſych, that every manceuvre muſt be practiſed in a winter's | 


 # voyage, Many fall ſhips are loops, where ſuch things are 


«© not neceſſary.“ | 
Queſt, ** What harbours are there between the Spurn' and | 
* Orfordneſs, in which ſmall ſhips put in?“ Anſ. NY " Hoon 
„ Deeps, and Lynn-Deeps,” 3 
Queſt. Whether many inſtances of b given 
te by fitters may not exiſt without a poſſibility of being detected 
by a ſhip-owner?” Anſ. U ndoubtedly 1 it is very difficult for 
« a ſhip- owner to detect it.” _ 
Queſt. Whether the large ſhips might not be uſeful to g- 
* yernment in time of war?” © Anſ. < Undoubtedly.  . .. 
Queſt. Whether any exclufive advanta e given to | 
t ſhips might not be a detriment to large 1 üps ?“ Anf. If | 


preference were given to ſmall ſhips, every man, concernad | 


ein the coal-trade, would build ſmall Tips, in Feen ta | 
“large ones. 


Queſt. How i many ſhips have. the petitioners for this wur 


An. 1200 ſhips.” 


Queſt. % What is the capital” Ar 60 2 2,300, oo | 
Queſt. What number | of men?“ Anſ. © Between 1 5 77 


Queſt. What number of apprentices annually s u Ant. 
Queſt. © © Haye the ſmall ſhips any preference over Fe large 0 


Queſt. May not the building of large ſhips be a. detriment 7 


e uſed in colliers i is the refuſe of the king? 's-yards.”” oo 
Mr. JohN Scorr, /h#p-owner, called in. 0 
On being aſked, Have you ſeen ſhips entered on ſlates or ' 


Queſt. ©© Have you known an inſtance of private fignals on 
the ſhips, ſo as to be known before ſhe comes in 455 Anſ. 60 | 1 


Queſt. Whether notice of the arrival of thoſe ſhips is not 


, caſtle to fix the ſhip on the liſt ; and this frequently happens 


Queſt. Have you ever been defrauded of your turn after 
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of W laſt, my ſhip (the Fun wrived within tho 
"© Tyne, and was fixed on W1llington's liſt. On the 28th, the 
hip Alexander arrived; the fitter loaded the Alexander out 
Ko of b turn, and before my ſhip.” | 
Queſt. Whether ſhips are kept on liſts: oat they are loaded 
"09s 9 ne to ſea?” Anſ. Very cuſtomary ” 
| Queſt. % Whether the ſame number of ſeamen, in propor- | 
* tion, are formed in ſmall as in large ſhips; and whether 
* thoſe in ſmall ſhips are as good?” Anf.“ Certainly not. 
*The fmall ſhips go along ſhore generally, and are TO 
* expoſeck to any weather.” 

Queſt, © Whether ſmall ſhips take the ſame number of ap- 
prentices as large in proportion?“ Anſ. “ Certainly not; the | 
„mall ſhips (5 or 6 keels) fail with 3 or 4 men and 1 | boy ; ; 
< farge ſhips with 12 or 14 men and 4 or 5 boys.“ | 
| . Queſt. Whether, by the eſtabliſhment of this bill, the ex- | 

nde will be increaſed or diminiſhed to the ſhip-owners ?” 

Alf « Diminithed,” 
Queſt. How much will the faving be?“ Anf, ce Not leſs 
« than C. 2000. per annum.” 

Queſt. © How will that be effected! 2” Anf. No neceflity 
4 for the maſter to go to Newcaſtle, only to fix his ſhip, and 
. to clear at the Cuſtom-houle ; at pu nt he. muſt go 4 times 
66 at leaſt. * | 
Quveſt. Whether a majority of the ſhip-owners i in the coal- 
& trade are not ready to bear the expence of theſe new offices ?” 
Anſ. The diſtreſſed ſtate of the ſhips in the trade, for 2 yeats 
4 paſt, has cauſed many general meetings of the ſhip-owners, 


if <* which-have been held at Newcaſtle, North-Shields, Whitby, 
and Scarborough. It has been the unanimous opinion af 


„ thoſe meetings, that the eſtabliſhment of theſe two offices 
would remove the grievances complained of, and they. are 
willing to bear the expence.” 
If veſt, ++ What proportion of ſhip-owners concurred in that 
t opinion?“ Anſ. Full. even- eig bis of the whole trade? 
Queſt. Can any evaſions be practiſed with equal facility at 
« Sunderland?” Anſ. I think it cannot.“ 
ſt. In point of fact, whether any abuſes exiſt in Sun- 
66 derland * Anſ, © Not to my knowledge. I never heard of 
4. an 
| N 1 che large ſhips are deprived of the coal-trade, will 
„ they not be hurt?“ Anſ. © Certainly.” 
i Queſt. © To what is the diftreſſed ſituation of the ſhip-own- 
| * ers owing ?” Anſ. To their proceeding to ſea without 
n 5 
1 neſt. How was the ptofit deſtroyed. ** Ant. « By pur- 
1 chaſing coals dearer in 32 North than they could fell them 
in the South.“ 
| | Queſt bk 


- 
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eſt, c Was that owing to a ſu W in tipping, or ati 
40 [ts cauſe? Anſ. 6 ing a e ſhipping.” .. „ 
Queſt. Why can't the ſame abuſes be practiſed in * 
& land as at Newcaſtle?” Anf. The offices at Sunderland 
ei are cloſe to the entrance of the harbour; therefore the maſter, 
5 immediately on his SOT the harbour, can go to the 
„office.“ | 
| Queſt. <* What is the proportion. of the ſhip-owners of che 
« ſhips of theſe two different fizes of 6 keels, and of 13 or 
4 14 keels > How many above 200 tons, and how many. under?“ 
Anſ. More than th ee-fourths, upwards of 200 tons. 1 
Queſt, What ſize ſhip is beſt calculated for the coal-trade py | 
| Anf. From 18 to 20 or 24 keels.” _ 1 
Queſt. © Do you include the ſupplying the oat as. | 
« well as London?” Anſ. No.” ” 
Queſt. ©* Are there two ſorts of 8 employed at New- 4 
« caſtle?” Anſ. . Yes, good and bad ſeamen.” _ "1 
Queſt. What number of voyages in a year would be a ſaving 
. * profit to the owners * Anſ. © It would depend on the price 
of coals at market.” 
Queſt. © What number of voyages would make = trade 2 
ce ſaving trade at this time? Anſ. Ten voyages.” .. 
Queſt. What number of voyages, ſuppoſing ſhips not con $3 
* fined to time, would be made by a Hap. in a (FORT a9 Anſ. 4 
« 13 voyages. | | 
Oueſt. „Whether you conceive, if turns were duly kept 


snow, would there not be trade ſufficient, ſo as not to be a 
0 lofing trade to all the ſhips ?” Anſ. I think ſo.“ | 
\ * Queſt. © If there was no regulation as to loading, old it 
* throw the trade into a few hands, and oblige the {hips to go 
* but of the trade?“ Anſ. Undoubtedly,” | 
Queſt. Whether, when large ſhips arrive at. Shields, and 1 
* find they are to wait a long turn for the coals, it is not cuſ=- |} 
* tomary to diſcharge part of the crew, and take them again 
* when they waut them?“ Anſ. No, they are 2 * on 
board the ſhips.” = 
Queſt. What! is the largeſt ſhip that can load at the f pouts ?” 
Anſ. © Ships of 5 and 6 keels; and one 1 where a A of 9 
dor 10 keels may load.“ | | 3 
Mr. HENRY HEATH called in. | 
He ſaid he had been. a ſhip-owner 36, years, 4 0 the- i 
greateſt part of that time, traded at Newcaſtle. On being alked, We 
whether the beſt ſeamen are bred on board the largeſt or ſmalleſt 
7 * ? He anſwered. The largeſt; for on board the ſmall | 
Ips they don't zo aloft, and are ſeldom « out in a gale of wind; | 
and there are many inſtances of ſeamen on board ſmall ſhips, 
_ -* after ſerving their time, go on board large ſhips, and. bind 
6 e there in. Small . ple. over the 1 | 
_ | PO Rs an ; ] 
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ind go often into harbour; and the men ori board ſmall 
are not under the diſcipline as in great ſhips. Great advan- 
tage to maſters to have apprentices, becauſe they ſerve as 
© ſeamen; and it is for his advantage to make the apprentices as 
«* expert as poſſible ſoon.” oY 75 e 
Queſt. © If the preſent bill ſhould paſs, would any confuſion 
< ariſe from the different offices ?” Anſ. © It fimplifies the bu- 
Wt © fineſs ; no confuſion at the coal-offices ; and the regulation is 
only of ourſelves, the ſhip-owners. The ſaving would be 
. 2, 0. per annum, in journeys to Newcaſtle. Four 
| *© jourmies are now taken; firſt, to fee how. the liſt ſtands, that 
may know how to fix the ſhip; ſecond, the ſeamen to ſay 
© the ſhip is arrived; third, to go to fix her; and the fourth 
to clear and ſettle with the fitter, I never traded to Sunder- 
land: I never heard any complaint of abuſes there.“ 
Mr. GROR OCE CARLTON called if. : 
He ſaid he had been a fitter's clerk 28 or 29 years. On his 
being afked, if he knew of any ſhips getting a turn for load- 
ing by the owners giving money to the clerks ? He anſwered, 
There has been inſtances of the clerks. (not of the fitters) en- 
& deavouring to give ready turns.” gen 
Queſt. What do you mean by ready turns?“ Ans.“ The 
«deception: is, telling the perſon applying, that the turn is 
ger than'it really is I LO 
Queſt. Have not perſons been put on the liſt, out of turn, 
for money ?“ Anſ. Not that I know.” 5 
Here the evidence cloſed; Mr. Grant was heard to obſerve 
on the evidence, and Mr. Sergeant Lawrence was heard by way 
From the foregoing ſtate of the evidence, every attentive and 
impartial reader muſt conclude, that lord Mulgrave's conduct 
was highly laudable when he roſe and ſtated to the houſe the 
W importance of the bill before them, the great quantity of evi- 
dience produced, and the late hour of the evening (half paſt 
ten o'clock) as reaſons for his earneſtly wiſhing the houſe to 
adjourn the further conſideration of the bill till Friday (four 
| gays) and to order the evidence to be printed. 3 
Mr. Angelo Taylor was the firſt who oppoſed his lordſhip's 
motion. He faid that the printing of the evidence would give 
| a conſequence to the bill, which it by no means merited. Here 
I think it is neceſſary to diſtinguiſh between the two branches 
of the ſentence : I heartily join with Mr. Taylor in the former 
branch, by ſaying, the printing of the evidence would cer- 
tainly have given a conſequence to the bill; but I directly op- 
poſe him in the latter, by infifting, that the bill merited every 
conſequence which the houſe could poſſibly give it. Mr. Tay- 
lor was pleaſed to ſay, — bill was ſo abſurd, that it ought to 
have been thrown over the table the firſt time it was en 
þ x 0 
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to the houſe ; and he hoped it would that night meet with a e 
Gmilar fate. Could Mr. Taylor reaſonably expect, that the ; 
houſe would turn a deaf ear to the prayer of 700 petitioners, | 
who had embarked more than to millions ſterling in 1200 ſhips ? \, 
who gave employment to between 15 and 16,000 of our beſt 
ſamen ? and who annually took, during the late war, about 
2,400 apprentices ? He certainly could not; but the ſequel 
roved, that his unreaſonable expectations were far from being 
ill-founded- How eaſily ſome men can ſport with the moſt im- 
portant concerns of others ! and even ſacrifice, in a conſiderable _ 
degree, the intereſt of their country to. that of a party! Well 
might Mr. Lambton fay, he was ſurpriſed at the hon. gentle- 
man who ſpoke laſt, for having made up his mind ſo preci- 
ritately upon the bill; and for 'declaring that it ought to have 
been thrown over the table. Sir Mathew, White Ridley, in op- 
poſing the motion for adjourning the debate, and printing the | 
evidence, diſcovered a diſpoſition remarkably congenial to that | 
of Mr, M. A, Taylor. Perhaps the time 1s. not. far diſtant, 1 
when the former will think it his intereſt to make ſome apology 
for his conduct towards the injured petition ers. 
Sir Thomas Dundas ſaid, every objection advaneed by the 
counſel againſt the bill appeared to him too trifling for the no- 
tice of the houſe ; whilſt, on the other hand, he declared that 
every thing brought forward by the witneſſes, ſhewed the ne- 
ceflity of the bill: hence he inferred the propriety of printing 
the evidence, and urged the indeceney of 'forcing on a debate, 
at ſo late an hour, an a bill of the greateſt importance ta the 
naval concerns of the kingdom. : ee bg” 
Alderman Watſon ſaid, the neceſſity of the bill was proved 
by the witneſſes, on both fides, having declared to the houſe, _ 
that the former laws were broken; and that ſhips were not duly _ 
laden according to their entrance into port. The alderman 
concluded, by ſupporting the motion for printing the eyidengs - 
and adjourning the debate. * _ 1 8 : 
Mr. Brandling, by declaring the bill to be, in his opinion, 
injurious to every branch of the coal-trade, which, at the 
preſent day, and according to the preſent mode of carrying it 
on, was in the moſt flouriſhing and promiſing ſituation, has 
laid me under the diſagreeable neceſſity of animadverting on that 
part of his ſenatorial conduct. I think Mr. Brandling ought 
to have known, that the bill is calculated to free the ſhipping- 
branch of the coal- trade from thoſe inconveniencies and hard- 
ſhips which it now labours under, without doing the leaſt in- 
juſtice to any other branch of the trade. Again, ſo far was 
the ſhipping-branch of the coal - trade from being then in 3 
moſt flouriſhing and promiſing ſituation, that I poſitively aſſert, 
it was then in a moſt. ruin and rnprom/ing ſituation. . Mr, 


Brandling, from his aſſumed 8 ſituation of the coal - 
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trade, argued, hat it was unwiſe and dangerous to adopt ner 
and untried regulations, which might, in the end, deſtroy, in. 
ſtead of increaſe the trade. Surely it would neither be uni 
nor dangerous to the ſhipping . branch, to obtain regular turns in 
"Joading, at les than one-third of the preſent expence. Thy 
there is a trade which would be Yeſtroyed by the propoſed re. 
gulations, is true; namely, that of fitters, or their clerks, giy. 
ing a preference in loading to their own ſhips, or to thoſe of they 
particular friends. There is alſo another branch of the trade in 
-which Mr. Brandling might ſenſibly feel the operation of the 
bill: I mean that of loading ſmall fhips under ſpouts, without 
laying for their regular turns. As I ſhall have occaſion here. 
en to deliver my ſentiments more fully on this ſubje, | 
all reſerve what T have further to offer until that period. 
Lord Mulgrave, in replying to Mr, Brandling, ſaid, he 
wiſhed the debate to be adjourned, and the evidence printed, in 
order that the houſe might thereby be fully acquainted with the 
ſubje@ ; and that he might be enabled, by the peruſal of tha 
evidence, to enter more largely into the ſubje& than he other. 
wiſe could do. His lordſhip concluded with declaring, that the 
great importance of the bjll was the reaſon which had induced 
him to make his preſent motion. 
Mr. M. A. Taylor oppoſed his lordſhip by declaring, that 
'that which had been given as evidence was no evidence, and 
did not merit printing. This is a declaration of fuch an extra. 
ordinary kind, that I with to ſay little about it. Had he ſaid 
that it was flight, or even doubtful evidence, I might have been 
able to ſuppoſe that he was only miſtaken : but his daring to call 
it uo evidence at all was offering, in my opinion, a grols affront 
to the underſtanding of every attentive member, and it deſerves 
to be treated with proper contemmpt. 5 
Mr. Henniker ſpoke in favour of the motion; and he con- 
tended for the neceſſity of regulating the trade. F 
Mr. Counſellor Scott followed Mr. Henniker in the debate, 
and objected to the motion. He alfo objected to the bill a 
« tending to fetter the coal-trade with uſeleſs regulations ; it 
e xwent to ſhackle a trade which ought ever to be free; it erected 
a partial reſtraint, and would, if carried into a law, defiroy 
„ part of the commerce of Newcaſtle, by driving the ſmaller 
_ © veſſels from that port to Sunderland.“ It was eaſy for the 
learned gentleman'to denominate the propoſed regulations u/e- 
' es ; but I apprehend that he will find great difficulty in proving 
them ſuch.” In ſaying that the bill went to ſhackle a trade which 
- ought. ever to be free, two things ſeem to be intended; namely 
a tacit reflection on the legiſlature for paſſing the act 6th of 
George III. (which certainly was intended to bind the coal- 
fitters, &c.) anda right in the fitters to judge and determine, 
in all caſes, reſpeQing the loading of ſhips with coals, without 


being 


* 


being accountable to, or controulable by, any power whatever | 
in. readily admit, that the bill was intended to contine the power 
ui, of the coal-fitters, reſpecting the loading of ſhips in the port 
s in of Newcaſtle, within due limits, without including the port of 
Tha sunderland; but I poſitively inſiſt, that it is nowiſe chargeable 


. Vith partiality; nor can I conceive, that the framers had any 


giv. intention to deſtroy any part of the commerce of Newcaſtle, by 


it mer declared the petitioners to have proved, that the ſhip-oπ.ners 
bad deceived. the fitters.” The fact is, that deceptions were 
* clearly proved to have been practiſed on both ſides. Although 
er 


ariſen from any: orders previouſly received from their reſpective 
maſters; Lam warranted to confidet the latter as being clearly 


were never known to puniſh their clerks. for giving any undue. 
preference in loading ſhips, J have every reaſon to believe that 
ſuch faults were, to ſay the leaſt, encouragea by ſuch connivance, 

The learned member, in the cloſe of his ſpeech, ſaid: The 


0 " his opinion, ſufficient: reaſon, if nothing elle had been ad- 
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heir BM driving, the ſmall veſſels from that port to Sunderland; but 
enn there is evidently a wiſh} to prevent the fitters from giving ſuch 
the WW preference to the ſmall ſhips as muſt ſoon prove highly pre- 
Out judicial to the large ones. As I ſhall hereafter have occaſion to 
ere, offer a few more remarks on this intereſting ſubject, I paſs on to 
* the next ſentende. In the forementioned ſentence, the bill, or, 
which: is the ſame, thing, the petitioners for the bill, were 
b charged with erecting a partial reſtraint: now, however, he 
In thinks proper to take new ground, by charging them with 
the praying for reſtraints upon the trade in general; and he thence - 
hat infers, that they act like incorrigible rogues, petitioning to be 
er. confined in a houſe of correction. That ſome have acted very 
the like regues, in the buſineſs of giving and obtaining undue turns 
ed for loading in the port of Neweaſtle, I readily admit; but I 
fatly deny, that the epithet incorrigible is applicable to any of 
at the petitioners for the bill. The terms zncorr:gible rogues ſound | 
nd Wl fo exceeding harſh in my ears, that, I would not wiſh to apply 
Fas them to either the fitters or their clerks, nor even to the learned 
110 member himſelf, although every impartial reader, I am per- 
en ſuaded, muſt believe that he has given great provocation. The 
al counſellor, by way of giving a reaſon. for making uſe of ſuch 
nt an illiberal expreſſion, ſaid, ** Inſtead of proving that they (the 
es « ſhip-owners), had been deceived by the fitters at Newcœaſtle, 
« againſt, whom they petition, they have proved that they have 
l- been the deceivers of the fitters.” Here I think it is proper 
to contraſt the words of thig learned counſellor with thoſe of 
5 Mr. M. A. Taylor on the ſubject: the latter ſaid, What had 
as been given as evidence, was no evidence at all ;* but the for- 


the malpractices of the fiiters clerks did not appear to have 


anſwerable for the official conduct of the former; and as fitters 


bill being confined to the port of Newcaſtle alone was, in 


* 
r © ad 


L 66 


t vanced, why the bill ſhould be thrown over the table.“ Het 
I take leave to expreſs my aſtoniſhment at the counſellor's draw: 
ing ſuch a concluſion from ſuch premiſes ! The bill was intended 
to remedy certain evils which evidently exiſted in the port of 
Newcaſtle, without including the port of Sunderland, becauſe 
the framers of, and petitioners for, the bill, did not know that 
any ſuch evils exiſted in the latter place; but the learned mem. 
ber, without attempting to ſnew that thoſe evils which were 
the real objects of the bill exiſted in any other port, thought 
proper to declare, that the bill ought to be thrown over the 
table, merely becauſe it was confined to the port of Newcaflle 
alone e e | 

Mr. Lambton, in replying to the counſellor; faid ; There 
* was no neceſſity for Sunderland being included, no complaints 
ever having been made, by the owners of ſhips trading to that 
„ port, of being deprived of their fair turns of loading their 
* ſhips.” —Here the motion being put for the adjournment, 
and the printing of the evidence, it was negatived without a 
_ diviſion. + 1 %%% re IT 
Lord Mulgrave then roſe and argued on the great importance 
of the coal- trade to this country; and he expreſſed his amaze- 
ment at the learned member's having indulged his fancy for ri- 
dicule, by illiberally applying the terms incorrigible rogues to 2 
ſet of men, of great reſpeQability, poſſeſſing upwards of 1200, 
ſhipping, worth more than two millions fleriing, and employing 
16,000 ſeamen» His ee; ee the prayer of the petitioners, 
and the bill before the houſe, went only to deſtroy thoſe prac- 
tices which were very detrimental to the trade; and to enable 
the owners of veſſels, reſiding in different parts of the kingdom, 
to trade at Newcaſtle for coals on the ſame terms with the own- 
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5 this bill be committed.“ END Heng 32 
Although every candid reader muſt allow his lordſhip's rea- 
ſoning to be juſt, judicious, and forcible, Mr. Grey thought 
Proper to ſay, the noble lord had advanced nothing to merit 
Le the attention of the houſe in ſupport of the bill.” Here! 

| think it may with propriety be aſked, what is become of thoſe 
important objects which were pointed out by lord Mulgrave, 
namely, the great reſpectability of 700 petitioners, who poſſeſs 
upwards of 1299 ſhips, valued at more than two millions of 
pounds? who employ about 16,000 ſeamen ? and who greatly 
contribute to the defence of the empire in times of war, by 
| 1 5 excellent nurſery for the royal navy? All, all are ann! 
inlated by ene bold Rroky ef thy young orator's-aloguenge 


though J am far from thinking the bill perfect, J am perſuaded 


hip a regular turn for loading coals in the port of Newcaſtle. 
can be called injuſtice, I muſt allow the bill to be deemed un- 
juſt; but otherwiſe I take the liberty to transfer the appellation 


| preſſing the act 6th of George III. with impunity. Much has 


derland; but as the preventing of the ſhip-owners and maſters 


| thence: have inferred, that the including of the port of Sun- 


_ derland as rivals in trade; and the former appear very anxious 
to watch over the welfare of the public, will ſo far forget their 
ſuch important accommodations from Sunderland. As the port 


bee, the encouraging of ſmall ſhips to leave the latter port, 
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large ſhips can carry coals cheaper to thoſe ports which are 
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The noble lord, he ſaid, had advanced nothing to merit the at- 
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tention of the houſe in favour of the bill. 


„The bill, he ſaid, merited the treatment ſuggeſted by his 
40 hon. friends, it ought to be thrown over the table 75 for he 
« was confident a more abſurd, more unjuſt, more partial, or 


„% more impolitie bill was never offered to "that houſe.” As 
the hon. member bas thought proper to ſtate fur reaſons for 


joining his hon. friends in ſaying, the bill ought to be thrown / 
over the table, I proceed to offer a few remarks on each. © Al- 


that there is nothing in it contrary to common ſenſe, or in- 
conſiſtent with ſound reaſon. If endeavours to ſecure to every 


to thoſe who wiſh to continue their favourite practice of tranſ- 


been ſaid againſt the bill on the ſcore of partiality; becauſe the 
regulations, propoſed by it, did not extend to the port of Sun- 


from obtaining, and the fitters and their clerks from giving, 
an undue preference to any of the ſhips in loading, was the 

great object of the bill, it could not reaſonably be ſuppoſed, 
that thoſe who had the management of the bill ſhould attempt 
to make the bill operate further than the diſeaſe, ſo "intended: 
to be cured, appeared to exiſt. Nothing came out, in the whole 
courſe of the evidence, tending to prove, that either the Sun- 
derland fitters, or their clerks, had ever violated the act 6th of | 
George III. and therefore, every member of the houſe mutt * 
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derland with that of guzlty Newcaſtle, was quite unneceſſary. 
The Newcaſtle coal-owners and fitters confider thoſe of Sun- 
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to promote the intereſt of their own pott, to the 'prejudice of 
expect, that the great ſenate of the nation, whoſe buſineſs it is 


duty as to favour ſuch partial views. Nature, which has been 
liberal to Newcaſſle in granting it a harbour, and an entrance b 
thereto, fit for the reception of large ſhips, * hath with-held Þ 
of Newcaſtle, then, is naturally adapted to the reception of 
large ſhips, and that of Sunderland, even after great and ex- 
penſive improvements, fit only for thoſe of a much ſmaller 

er 
and go to the former, cannot be conſiſtent with the intereſt of [i 


i 
13 


che public at large; more eſpecially when it is conſidered, that 


1 ſuitable 


0 7 bn 77 5 
fultable to their ſize al d n of wn thaw fmall. ſhips 
are capable of doing; and that the preference given» to amn 7 
chips, in loading in the river Tyne, muſt  increaſe'the expenee 
Jof the large ſhips by making them- wait longer for their load- 

1 ings, and, conſequently, lay them under the neceſſity of en- 
deavouring to recover that extra expence of thoſe, who pur- 
chaſe their cargoes; which muſt, if effected, fall ultimately 
iP | upon the el en of their loadings. In ſhort, nature hath. 
denied the venders of coals in Sunderland; even aſter all their 
W expenſive. efforts, the privilege of loading large ſhips: in their 
harbour; and the Newcaſtle venders, though enjoying the whole 

f advantage of loading large ſhips! in port, appear to be- greatly 

| offended at all, thoſe who endeavour! to put an end to their 
practice of enticing ſmall; ſhips to leave the port of Sunder- 
land, and come to load in that of Newcaſtle. However i impo- 
litic the bill may be thought by the Newcaſtle coal -· o ners and 
| fitters, and-by thoſe ſhip-owners who often enjoy a preference 
to many others in loading; it cannot be deemed impolitic by 
|| thoſe ſhip-owners who thereby endeavour to prevent the fa- 
, ee of the fitters, and of the fitters clerks, from- — 

4 P No © in future, to their prejudio. 

No evidence, he ſaid, had been band to mob the 


Il I. dertion- Had the hon. member been ſufficiently attentive to 
what; the witneſſes ſaid on that ſubject, he would, doubtleſs, 
have recollected, that ſeveral of them clearly proved, that the 
former laws were inſufficient. Mr. Henry Shadforth owned, 

on his croſs- examination, that he had heard complaints of fit⸗ 
9 ters clerks being deceived by ſhip-owners. - Mr. Edward Fwy- 
ell acknowledged, on his crofs- examination, that the fitters 


men often complained. of ſhip-owners deceiving them. Mr. 
John Eraſmus Blacket candidly acknowledged, that fitters were 
deceived by owners and maſters of ſhips ſaying their ſhips were 
within the limits, when they were not, but that, from ſubſe- 
quent information from other perſons (owners of thoſe ſhips 
whoſe turns had been loſt) ſuch abuſes were always rectified: 
at leaſt they had, he ſaid, always been rectiſied in his office. 
Mr. Blacket ſaid, it had been uſual for ſmall ſhips, loading at 
che ſpouts, to be loaded out of turn: that although 4 ſhips 
fare by the preſent. law, to take their regular turn, and every 
Fitter rendered liable to a proſecution by acting contrary thereto, 
. ach offences had been. allowed, and not found fault with, un- 
2 within this year and a half, or he had, he ſaid, heard it 
more complained of within that time. That the ſmall ſhips, 
ip); being loaded expeditiouſly at the ſpouts, were enabled to 
til: el their coals cheaper than they otherwiſe could; but, if the 
pill ſhould paſs, the committee would be obliged to make the 
it regulation known, the ſmall hips Cade 4h be . 5 


„ former laws inſufficient: but I take leave to conttadict the 


the privilege of loading out of turn, and the tranſgrefling fitters 
would be liable to proſecutions. Mr. Blacket owned that ſe- 
veral of the fitters were ſhip-owners; and he fairly acknow- 


ledged, that the practice of loading ſhips under the ſpouts, if 
carried too far, might prove diſadvantageous to the large ſhips. 
_- Having thus-briefly ſtated the evidence given to the houſe 
by thoſe witneſſes who were examined againſt the bill, I now 
proceed to ſtate that which was produced by thoſe who ap- 
peared in ſupport of the bill, ſo far as it relates to the matter in 
1 Mr. Matthew Fairlam ſaid he had frequently ſeen, at the 
fitters' offices, liſts of ſhips kept on ſlates and flips of paper, 
which might eaſily be falſified; that he had frequently known | 
_ ſhips to have been put on the liſts before they arrived within 
the limits preſcribed in the act; and in ſupport of his aſſertion, 
he gave the following inſtance, namely, the ' ſhip Friends, 
William Hope, maſter, was taken on for a loading of Mon- 
| tague-main coals, in December +787, and had fix loaded keels || 
down at Shields two days before ſhe arrived. He ſaid he had 
had a ſhip placed on the liſt at all hours of the night; and 
that he was maſter of a {lip ſeven years in the coal-trade before if 
he knew there was any limited hour. That, after being placed 
on Mr. Liddel's liſt, in January 1788, he was defrauded of 
his turn by the ſhip Mary and Ann, of Shields, which was the 
third ſhip after him on the liſt, That his owner wrote to the | 
fitter to know the reaſon of ſuch preference, but he did not re- 
ceive any anſwer. That he had known them refuſe, at Mr. 
Liddell's office, to put ſhips on their liſts ; and that the reaſon | 
given for ſuch refuſal was, that they did-not chuſe to load any 
ſhips that were / large. He ſaid he believed, that the ſhips | 
belonging to the fitters, and their friends, got more ready turns, 
and, conſequently, made more voyages than thoſe which be- 
longed to other perſons; and he inſtanced a ſhip, belonging to 
Mr. Rowe, which arrived after him in July 1787, and imme- 
diately began to load with byker coals, by which means he got 
loaded with the 5% coals, four days ſooner than he did with an 
inferior ſort, and near three weeks ſooner than ſhe was entitled if 
to. On his being aſked by the houſe, whether he knew any 
inſtance of a fitter's putting one ſhip before another, except 
when they were .employed by , the owner? He anſwered, that i 
in April 1782 he entered his ſhip at the office of Meſſrs. Er- 
rington and Ward; that there were 12 or 13 ſhips on the lift . 
when he arrived, and yet he was loaded and cleared from the 
Cuſtom-houſe on the third day, which was ten or eleven days Wi 
ſooner than he would have been loaded, had he ftaid for his 
2 turn. That he had written to the fitter's clerk from 
ondon, and his ſhip had been put on the liſt accordingly. 


T hat there were two maſters of ſhips at the office when he 
N 5 | arrived 
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arrived there, which prevented the clerks from ſpeaking to him 


his ballaſt out, and to acquaint him that they would give him 
%%/éͤ it ¼ꝛ ᷑ t. ! ; 
| Mr. Thomas Powditch ſaid, that he had ſeen liſts at Wal- 
ker's office on ſlate, and at Willington's office on ſlips of 
paper, which mode of keeping liſts enables them to alter the 
turns with great facility. That he had placed his own ſhip on 
the liſt, before ſhe had arrived within the proper limits; and 
chat he knew it to be the common cuſtom of the trade. That 
he had frequently entered his own ſhip after the proper hour 


he had been promiſed a clear turn of Benton coals at Mr, 
Henry Scott's office, if he would take a loading of South-moor, 


of prefefence, given by fitters, may exiſt without the poſſibility 


* 


for a thip-owner to detect ſuch practice. ET Tn So EEE 
Mr. John Scott ſaid, he had very often ſeen ſhips entered on 
ll ſlates or ſlips of paper; that he had ſeen ſhips on fitters” liſts 
when they were not arrived within the limits preſcribed by the 
ll at; and that he had known ſhips put on the lifts without the 
nl limited hours of entry. That he had been defrauded of his 
proper turn in the following manner, namely, his ſhip, the Fame, 
Will arrived in the river Tyne on the 275th of November, 178), 
| and was fixed on Willington's liſt ; on the next day, the 28th, 
WE the ſhip Alexander arrived; and the fitter actually loaded the 
Alexander before the Fame, conſequently out of turn. Mr. 
Scott ſaid, it had been very cuſtomary to keep ſhips on the fit- 
WY ters? lift, after they were loaded and gone to ſea,  _ 
Having fairly ſtated the evidence given to the houſe by thoſe 
ny witnefſes who appeared again/i and for the bill, ſo far as it re- 
If lates to the matter in queſtion, I take leave ta call on every at- 


Grey thought proper to add. Under thoſe laws, the trade 
& had, from the laſt act, increaſed one-fourth ; the ſeamen em- 
- * ployed had been doubled, and every advantage had increaſed 
ein proportion.” I grant that the trade has increaſed- fince 


WH the year 1766, but not ſo much as either one-fourth, or one-fifth. 


ö | I alſo admit that there has been a conſiderable increaſe of ſea- 


been, in any degree, owing to the operation of the act 6th of 
George III. The extent of the coal-trade muſt ever depend 


Wi portion to the increaſe of conſumption. As to the ſeamen. in 
we coal trade, it may truly be ſaid, that, like the ſhipping) 
Wai there are, or lately were, about one-third of their number ſur- 


on the ſubject; but that they ſent after him to deſire him to get 


at offices which were friendly, but not at other offices. That 


which is an inferior ſort, next voyage. That many inſtances 


of being detected by a ſhip-owner ; for that it was very difficult 


tentive and impartial reader to ſay, whether “ evidence had 
WH << been produced to prove the former laws inſufficient,” Mr, 


men fince that period; but 1 flatly deny, that ſuch increaſe has 


on the demand for coals ; and every increaſe muſt be in pro- 


. 
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« every advantage had increaſed in proportion,” I haye only 
to remark, that the coal ſhip-owners in general, inſtead o 


« to introduce a new law, which ought not to be countenanced 
« by that houſe, unleſs the greateſt neceſſity for its adoption 


« fitter had been proved to have defrauded the ſhip-owner of 
« his regular turn for loading his veſſel ; but on the contrary, it 
« had been proved that the ſhip-owners were the men who ob- 
6 tained falſe turns by various ſtratagems.” _ | 


mit the proof, of the ſhip-owners having obtained falſe turns by 
various ſtratagems ; and I thence infer the neceſſity for intro- 


fad of the ſhip Alexander, he would have ſeen the impropriety 


of ſaying, that no fitter had been proved to have defrauded the 


ſhip-owner of his regular turn for loading his veſſel. The 
malpractices of the fitters, the fitters' clerks, and the ſhip- 


owners, clearly ſhew the neceſfity of making a new law, to pre- 
rent the like evils in future. The preamble of the bill, which 


had been preſented to the houſe by Sir Mathew White Ridley, 


runs as follows: Whereas the regulation for the loading of 


* ſhips or veſſels with coals in the ports of Newca/ile and Suns 
* derland, eſtabliſhed by an act of Parliament, paſſed in the ſixth 
year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, intituled, An a& ta 
* regulaze the loading of ſhips with coals, in the ports of Neꝛucaſile 
and Sunderland, may be extended, and rendered more effectual 
* to remedy the inconveniences intended to be gage there 
by; may it, &c. Here inconveniences are ſaid to exiſt, and 
a bill is brought into the houſe for the expreſs purpoſe of reme- 
dying them: whence it is fair to conclude, that the friends of 


this bill were convinced of the neceſſity for making a new law, | 


- 


in order to effect that defirable purpoſe. „„ Pu 
Mr, Grey ſaid, He was confident the bill, inſtead of re- 


* medying thoſe evils, and deſtroying the confuſion that was 


© by it ſaid to exiſt, would create evils and confuſion,” 
I é could eafily fay I am confident that the bill, inſtead of 


creating evils and confuſion, would effectually remedy thoſe 


evils, and deſtroy that confuſion, which now exift; and I think 


that my aſſertion ought to operate ee on the mind of 
my readers as that of the honourable mi mber; becauſe I can- 


in queſtion. I mean, ee aQ in a very different man- 


* 
. 


plus. The ſhips, whilſt waiting for their turn "I 1 
their crews on board. With reſpe& to the aſſertion, that 


being benefited at all, have lately loſt a great deal of money by 
their ſhips. Mr. Grey added: It was a ſtrange moment for 


« was proved to exiſt; no ſuch neceſſity had been proved; no 


Here I join iſſue with the honourable member. I freely ad- 


ducing a new law, for the important purpoſe of putting an end 
to ſuch injurious deception. Had the young ſenator recollected 
what Mr. Fairlam faid of Mr. Rowe's ſhip, and what Mr. Scott - 
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ner; and in order to inveſtigate this part of Mr. Grey's ſpeech 
with propriety and effect, I proceed to take a comparative vie 
of the two bills, © Gr | kD 
Lord Mulgrave's bill ftates, in the preamble, that inconye. 
nience, uncertainty, and confuſion, many exiſt; and it pro- 
3 to remedy thoſe evils by a new law. Sir Mathew White 
idley's bill ſtates, in its preamble, that inconveniences in the 
loading of ſhips with coals do exiſt; and it propoſes, by a ney 
law, more effectually to remedy ſuch evils. Thus far the ob- 
jects of the two bills appear to be nearly ſimilar. By lord Mul. 
grave's bill two offices were to have been fixed; namely, one 
at North Shields, called the ſhip-office ; and the other at Newcaſ. 
tle, called he coal-office : in the former office ſhips were to have 


been regularly entered for their turn to load according to the 


ſeveral arrivals; and in the latter office they were to have been 
duly entered on the coa/-li/ts, each ſhip for that particular ſort 
Which might be choſen by her owner or maſter : and both the 
offices were to have been under the direction and management 
of the acting committee of ſhip-owners for the time being. Sir 
Mathew White Ridley's bill propoſed the keeping of two books 
at the office of each reſpective fitter, one to be called the /hip 
entry-book, the other the loading entry boo; the former to be for 
the purpoſe of entering ſhips for their ſeveral turns to load with 
that fitter in whoſe book they were fo entered; and the latter 
book to be for the purpoſe of entering ſuch ſhips on ſuch coal- 

fifts as ſhould be choſen, and which fort of coals, fuch fitter 
might then vend; and that both books ſhould be under the 
management of each reſpective fitter or his clerk. I am per- 
fuaded that every reader, who duly conſiders the foregoing re- 
' preſentation, will eaſily determine which of the two bills is beſt 
calculated to put an end to the evils complained of. Whether 
I ſuppoſe the undue preference which ſome ſhips have had in 
loading, to the manifeſt prejudice of others, to have ariſen from 
the deceitful practices of the fitters or their clerks, or from 
thoſe of the ſhip-owners ; I muſt believe, that a committee of 
ſhip owners will be much more likely to prevent a repetition of 
ſuch practices than either the fitters or their clerks, Again: 
ford. Mulgrave's bill is calculated to benefit the ſhipping, en- 
gaged in the coal-trade, much more than the other bill: by the 
Former the turn to load is ſecured at Shields, and the owner or 
maſter allowed to proceed, with eaſe and ſafety, to the coal. Mice 
at Newcaſtle; and there to inſpe& the liſt of every different 
. of coal, and fix his fhip on that which he likes beſt: but, 


by the other bill, ſome perſon from the ſhip, after landing at 


Shields, muſt mount « horſe, and hurry, at the peril of life and 
Iimb, to ſome fitter's office at Newcaftle, in order to aſcertain 
nis turn for loading it. that office, provided that there are not 

too many before him on their liſt, If he afterwards . 
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to other office, he will probably find, that ſeveral got before 


him there during the time of his ſtay at the firſt office; and he 


may thereby be deterred from going further, leſt he ſhould get 
{till worſe. With reſpect to the deſtroying or the creating of 
confuſion, I offer the following remarks. The witnefles for 
and againſt the bill directly contradicted each other: the former 
poſitively afſerted, that the public offices would prevent confu- 
hon; but the latter as poſitively ſaid, that they would create © 
confuſion, and in order to impreſs this idea on the mind of the 
houſe, they aſſerted, that the ſhips often arrive in large fleets. 
Mr. Shadforth ſaid, he had known 150 ſhips to arrive together. 
| readily admit, that a fleet of 150 fail may be formed in Yar- 
mouth Roads, and leave that place together for the port of 
Newcaſtle; but I inſiſt, that ſuch a fleet muſt be extended ſeve- 
nl miles from van to rear at the time of its getting out to ſea; _ 
and that ſuch diſtance would, by the different rates of failing in 
ſo great a number of ſhips, be conſiderably increaſed when the 
foremoſt ſhip paſſed Souter-point ; or, in other words, when ſhe 
arrived within the limits propoſed by the bill, for ſending a a 
perſon. from the ſhip to enter her at the />ip-office in North 
Shields. A, fleet, conſiſting of 1 50 fail, muſt, in running 180 
miles, be ſo far ſeparated as to occaſion a difference of ſeveral 
hours between the arrivals of the firſt and laſt ſhips; and con- 
ſequently, the office clerks will have all that time to make the 
ſeveral entries, and give the neceſſary certificates; which will, 
in all probability, be fully ſufficient for thoſe important pur» 
oſes. Sores 5 q ut | — 25 N Te ; 
, In order to meet Mr. Shadforth, and his worthy colleagues, 
on their own ground, I will ſuppoſe that which never did, nor, 
Iwill venture to add, ever can exiſt ; namely, 1 50 ſail of col- 
liers to arrive together, and 150 perſons from ſuch fleet to land 
together at North Shields, in order to ſecure the proper turn of 
their reſpective ſhips; and then. appeal to every unprejudiced 
reader, whether 150 men and boys, mounted on Haus e and 
ſcouring along a road 8 miles in length, ſtriving who ſhall get 
firſt into one or other of the fitters offices at Newcaſtle, are not 
much more likely to produce evils, and create confuſion, than 
150 perſons ſtriying on foot, for a few minutes only, who ſhall 
get firſt into the_/2:p-office at North Shields? In ſhort I am per- 
luaded, that no one can think of the continued exertions of 
150 ſeafaring perſons on horſeback, from Shields to Newcaſtle, 
without being convinced, that the limbs and lives of all the | 
paſſengers on the road, whether in. carriages, on horſeback or 
on foot, would thereby be greatly endangered. . _ | 
Mr. Grey concluded by, declaring himſelf firmly convinced, 
that the bill was fundamentally prejudicial to the trade, and there- 
fore, he was determined to oppoſe it. Without wiſhing to im- 
Peach the veracity of the honourable ſpeaker, I proceed to in- 
7% N 2 = | A K 2 | : . RO 2 quire, 4H 


quire, whether the bill is, or is not, fundamentally prejudicial 
to the trade. Can the effectually ſecuring to every ſhip, with. 
out diſtinction, a regular turn to load in the port of Newcaſtle, 
be deemed prejudicial to any trade but the fraudulent one car. 
ried on between the fitters, or the fitters' clerks, and their fa. 
vourite ſhip-owners? Can the entering of the ſeveral arrivals at 
he i- ee in North Shields, inſtead of riding to Newcaſtle, 
like mad perſons, to perform that buſineſs at the fitters offices, 
prove, in any degree, prejudicial to the coal-trade ? Is it poſſible 
to ſuppoſe, that the fair trade will ſuffer by allowing every 
owner or maſter three hours, from the time of entry at the fp. 
office, to go to the coal-office at Newcaſtle, in order to fix his ſhip 
upon that coal- liſt which he ſhall think proper to prefer to all 
the reſt; inſtead of being confined to the few ſorts of coals 
vended at that office where perhaps a filly boy, worn out with 
fatigue and long watching at fea, entered the ſhip's arrival in 
the /hip entry-book ? Can any perſon believe, that the trade will 
be injured by the annual ſaving of 8,000 journies to Newcaſtle, 
with their attendant expence, amounting to tuo thouſand pounds? 
Will any one undertake to prove, that the preventing of every 
ſhip, excepting ſuch as ſhall belong to the- proprietors of the 
late Mrs. Crowley's iron manufactory, and actually employed in 
carrying manufactures contracted for by government, from 
loading any coals out of her proper turn; inſtead of allowing all 
mips that ſhall be hired to carry ſuch contract goods, will be 
Hhurtful to the trade? Or is it poſſible to imagine, that the ob- 
liging of all ſhips, excepting ſuch as are before excepted, to lie 
For their proper turn to load coals; inſtead of allowing all thoſe 
which ſhall take in any ſort, or any quantity of merchandize on 
Freight for London, to take in coals out of turn, can juſtly be 
reckoned prejudicial to the coal-trade ? Eyery impartial reader 
will certainly anſwer the fix foregoing queries in the negative. 
In ſhort, thoſe contraſted articles clearly ſhew, that the bill, in- 
ſtead of being fundamentally prejudicial, would, if paſſed into a 
law, prove highly beneficial to the coal-trade. 2 5 
' Meflrs Rutherford and Twyſell, in the courſe of their evidence, 
ſaid that, were the offices eſtabliſhed, no owner or maſter could 
put his ſhip upon any coal-/ift without firſt having communi: 
_ cation with the fitter. Mr. Blacket aſſerted, that they could 
not know the ſituation of the colliery at the public office; and 
he thence inferred the neceſſity of their going to the fitters! of. 
fice, in order to obtain information on that head. On this [ 
take leave to remark, that if the collieries are really liable to 
Frequent accidents and changes, .and if the knowledge of fuch 
Changes, when they do happen, is to be with-held from the 
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zu the fpace'of @ frio minutes, be communicated to the coxl-office, 
1 mo GE inſiſted on, maſt totally vaniſh ; RG 
the fitters may be obliged, by a ſhort clauſe in the bill, to tranſ- 
mit written accounts to the public office, of every material 
change in their reſpectiye collieries, 2s ſoon as they themſelves | 
ſhall become acquainted with them. „ 
Mr. Rutherford, on his being aſked, -4 Whether the propoſed 
« offices, to be inſtituted, are neceſſary for the regulation of the 
trade ? anſwered, I don't believe them to be neceſſary; it 
« will be a load upon the trade, und inconvenient.” He wag 
next aſked; 4 Would it not be an expence to the ſhips of Ne- 
« caſtle from which other places would be exempt?” to which 
he anſwered, ** yes.” He was then aſked? Would not that 
„be giving a preference to other ports?” to which he replied, 
J believe it might.” Here I join iſſue with Mr. Rutherford, 
and alſo with thofe who propounded the foregoing queſtions, | 
If the offices would, by ineregſing the expence to the ſhipping in 
the port of Newcaſtle, give a preference” ta other ports, it is | 
certainly fair to argue, that a diminution of the expence to the 
ſhipping in the port of Newcaſtle, would operate the contrary 
way. The truth is; that the eſtabliſhment of the offices, would 
| fave more than wa thouſand pounds per annum, in journies ts | 
Newcaſtle ; and, therefore, I conclude, that inſtead of giving a | 
reference to other ports, as the gentlemen have wr/ely dreamed, | 
it will operate conſiderably in favour of the port of Newcaſtle. 
Mr. Rutherford having been aſked ; * Have you never got the 
_ 4 ſhjp entered on the titter's liſt, before the time the ſhip was 
entitled to it ?*? he thought proper to anſwer : .** 1 don't re- 
© member ſuch a thing.” Here I take the liberty to point out 
Mr. Rutherford's want of recollection, by ſtating the following 
peilt Nets . 
Some time before Mr. Rutherford's examination, captain C. 
of the ſhip Sarah went to a fitter's office in Newcaſtle, in order 
to fix his ſhip for a loading of coals; and, on the clerk's hew- 
ing him the I/ of the ſhips which were entitled to load before | 
him, he was much ſurpriſed to obſerve, that Mr. Rutherford's 
ſhip was placed on it. Captain C. remonſtrated with the cler 
on the injuſtice of entering a ſhip, which certainly had not ar- 
rived, before a ſhip which was then actually in the harbour, 
The clerk told him, he believed that the ſhip in queſtion was 
arrived, for that her owner had, juſt before he (captain C.) 
came in, defired that ſhe might be placed en the %. Captain 
C. inſiſted on the impoſſibility of ſuch an arrival, and he gave | 
the following reaſon for his aſſertion; namely, that when he 
pe through Yarmouth Roads, which was two days before, 
| ſaw her aground on one of the ſands. This intelligence 
| having alarmed the owner, who had been in the office a filent | 
_ Huditor dyring the whole of the converſation, he immediately || 
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Hy came to the captain, and aſked him if he thought there was any 
Chance of the ſhip's getting off the ſand again? and on his 
being anſwered in the affirmative, . Mr. R. thought proper-to 
| walk out of the office, without either diſcovering to captain C. 
that he was the owner of the ſhip, or ſaying any thing to the 
clerk to vindicate his conduct, in having induced him to place 
his ſhjp on the /t as one actually dete when, in fact, he was 
totally ignorant of her ſituatio nn . 
As the anſwers given by Mr. Carlton, on his examination, 
will be apt to excite wonder in every reader, I proceed to ſlate 
them with the following remarks, On his being aſked; © Do 
you know of any ſhips getting à turn for a loading by the 
| © owners” giving money to the clerks?” he anſwered, There 
& have been inſtances of the clerks, not of the fitters, endea- 
&* youring to give ready turns,” The witneſs, inſtead of ſay- 
wil ing whether the fitters' clerks had aually given, mentioned their 
if b2ving endeauoured to give, ready turns; and, reſpecting the ar- 


|. ticle of money, he ſaid not a word. He was next aſked, what 


be meant by ready turns? to which he anſwered ; © The de- 
„ ception is in telling the perſon applying, that the turn is 
longer than it really is“ Surely every reader will be puzzled 
to conceive, how the telling the perſon applying, that the turn 
is longer than it really is, can be deemed an endeavour to give a 
ready turn; for, to men of common capacity, it muſt appear to 
be quite the reverſe. On his being again aſked; Have not 
* perſons been put on the I/ out of the turn for money ?” he 
anſwered; Not that I know.” This is certainly a dire& 
| anfwer to the queſtion ; but it ſhews that the friends of the bill, 
ni bringing forward ſuch a witneſs, had greatly miſtaken their 
man; and there are ſome who think, that he even deceived 
Wl himſelf. They are perſuaded, that the great change in his 
WY fituation produced a very unexpected alteration in his mind; 
that, on ſeeing certain gentlemen in the houſe, his former reſo- 
{ Intion. fled, his recollection failed him, and his anſwers were 
uctive of diſappointment and diſgrace. - . 
L obſerve that Meſſrs Powditch, Scott, and Heath, were aſked, 
whether the beſt ſeamen were bred on board of the large or the 
ſmall ſhips? and that their anſwers were in favour of thoſe bred 


in the former. However ſatis factory the reaſons which were 


aſſigned for this preference muſt have appeared to every real 
ſeaman, I find, by the following queſtion, that one member en- 
tertained ſome degree of doubt! Queſt. + Why is a large ſhip 
<« keeping the ſea able to breed better ſeamen?” Anſ. The 
ce ;ntricacy of the navigation is ſuch, that every manœuvre muſt 
& be practiſed in a winter's voyage. Many ſmall ſhips are 
«© floops, where ſuch things are not neceflary.” I am ſurpriſed 


WTF that ſome of the naval members did not prevent a repetition 


Bat ſuch queſtions by informing the houſe, that ſeveral. parts of 


het 5 ſeamanſhip, 
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| ſeatnanſhip, indiſpenſably neceſſary in large ſhips, were not 
_ praiſed in ſmall veſſels; and that, on board of floops, there is 
| ſeldom any. top-duty at all. Indeed the foregoitig queſtion ap- 
pears to be ſo expreſſive of ignorance, that one cannot helz 
wondering how even a landman could think of propound- 
ing it; becauſe every one, who is anywiſe acquainted with the 
circumſtances, muſt ktiow, that large ſhips, by Keeping at ſea m 
a difficult navigation, and amidſt conflicting elements, are much 
more likely to make able and hardy ſeamen than thoſe veftels | 
whoſe diminutive fize, and eaſy draught of water, enable theni 
to retire from the hazardous conteſt, and to take ſhelter in 4 
harbour, or in ſome other place of ſafety. „„ 
Having gone through the parliamentary ſpeeches of the hon. 
members, made ſome remarks on the evidence given to the | 
houſe by the witneſſes on both ſides, and taken a comparative 
view of the principal parts of the two bills; | now proceed tu 
make a few additional obſervations on the important ſubject. 
The oppoſers of lord Mulgrave's bill made uſe of ſeveral argu- 
ments, in order to ſtop its progreſs in parliament. They in- 
ſiſted that the bill would produce evik and create confuſion ; | 
that it would drive the ſmall ſhips from the port of Newcaſtle | 
to that of Sunderland; and that it would materially injure the 
out-ports in the article of coals. On cach of thoſe heads I ſhall 
offer a few remarks. „ 8 | 7 
Although Varmouth-Road is, as I before obſerved, the onlx 
place where a fleet of 150 ſail for Newcaſtle, can be formed, 
| becauſe a North-weſt, or a Weſt-north-weſt wind will bring 
them there, and prevent them from proceeding further; yet 
they may afterwards, by meeting with a contrary wind, when 
the ſternmoſt ſhip has got to the Northward of the Spurn or 
Flamborough-Head, anchor together in the Humber, or in 
Bullington-Bay, which would, by thortening their diſtance from 
Tynemouth-Bar, leſſen the difference of time between the ar- 
rivals of the firſt and laſt ſnips; but even then it would be 
three or four hours, with a fair wind; and, ſhould the wing 
prove contrary for any conſiderable length of time, there might 
be a day, or days, between the firſt and laſt arrivals. In order 
to advert to another poſſible caſe, I will ſuppoſe the 150 ſhips 
to get off Tynemouth- Bar when the ſea is ſo high that they can» 
not ſend, any perſon on ſhore until they get into ſmooth water 
and that they are all waiting for the flowing of the tide: in ſach- |} 
2 caſe it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that there would be three or 
four hours between the landing of perſons from the firſt and 
laſt ſhips. I apprehend that; of the. 150 perſons, 120 might, 
with proper official regulations, be diſpatched in four hours; and 
that the remaining 30 might be entered and certificated in an- 
other hour: ſo that, even in a caſe which probably will not 
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happen. once in two or three years, the petfori who thai 
_ longeſt will only be detained an hour or two at the 
i When a large fleet of ſhips arrive, a man may be made to 
| attend at the door of the /rp-office,. with tickets progreſſively 
numbered, and to deliver one to each perſon, expreſſiye of the 
order in which he arrived at the office. The producing of 
ſuch tickets to the entering clerks. will effectually ſecure the 
regular entry of every ſhip ; eſpecially if a diſtinguiſhing mark 
or character, for that day, be put upon each ticket, in order to 
prevent counterfeits. The waiting an hour or two, for the 
purpoſe of entering at the ſhip-office, after an hundred perſons | 
are gone to the coal-effice at Newcaſtle to enter their ſhips on the 
different caal-liſis, will, inſtead of proving inconvenient, afford - 
time to the maſters to fee their reſpective ſhips ſafely moored, 
and to prepare for their journies. Each owner and maſter will 
have three hours, from the date of his certificate, to go to New- 
caſtle and enter his fhip upon that c- lit which he ſhall, on 
due compariſon, think fit to make. choice of; and he will have 
the ſatisfaction to know, that he will not be obliged to make 
another journey to Newcaſtle, on account of his loading, until 
the time of clearing at the Cuſtom-houſe and ſettling with the = 
fitter. In ſhort, the regulations propoſed by the bill, for ſe- 
curing the proper turn of the ſeveral coal-ſhips, will, when 
fairly tried, prove convenient, cheap, and effectual. In order 
to ſhew that my opinion is well-founded, I proceed to com- 
re the number and property of the petitioners for the bill, 
with the number and the property of thoſe who petitioned the 
EE ͤ ͤ- Kd. ĩ 8 | 
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ö Petitioners for the bill. Petꝰ' rs. againſt the bill. 
Number of fhip-owners. — 700 r 43 
Number ef ſhips belonging to the above — 1,200 No 
Tube tonnage of the above ſhips, at 240 tons each 288,000 — 19520 
Nen and boys employed, at 13 in each ſhip 15, — 15040 
The value of the above ſhips, at C. 8 per ton _ 2,304,000 £, — 153,600 
Number of apprentices out of their time annuallß 2,400 =, — I 


From the above ſtatement it evidently appears, that the pe- 
titioners for the bill are in proportion to thoſe againſt it, in 
number, property, and national importance, as FIFTEEN is to 

on; and by the evidence given to the houſe, by Meſſ. Pow- 
Hl "ditch and Scott, ſeven-:ighths of the whole of the ſhip-owners | 
concerned in the coal-trade approved' of the bill, and were 
willing to bear the expences attending the two offices; namely, 
33 at North Shields, and the coal-office at Newcaſtle. 
Although there were four petitions againſt the bill, namely, one 
from the corporation of Newcaſtle, one from the Trinity- 
Houſe, one from the ſhip-owners reſiding in Newcaſtle, and 
one from the merchants, tradeſmen, and inhabitants _ 


* + p 4 


the numbers on the two laſt! petitipns were inctenſetl by 
of the up- petitioning alſo as inhbtfmwt; and by feveral 


23 members of the e as merchants andbinhahitants, 
and as ſhip-owners. However unfair fuch 8 
deemed; it was far out- done by that of Mr. ae Nicks 


tition,- purporting to be the petition of the maſter; pilot: and t 
ſeamen; of the Trinity-Houſe at Newcaſtle, when the fact was, 

bn more than #9vo-thirde of the free ſeamen” belongitig mb that 
houſe had addreſſed Sit Matthew: White Ridley and Mr. Brand- 
ling, by letter, requeſting them to give their hearty fapport>to 


elf authorized td fign ſuch a petition as maſter of the Tri- 
niy-Houſe, contrary to the known will of a very great ma - 


joity of that houſe,” muſt be left for Him to aner. 


the port of Newcaſtle to that of Sunderland, I will venture to 
fax, the bill has no ſuch tendeney e but I freely acknowledge, 
that the bill is intended to prevent the venders of coals in 


Sunderland, by holding out ſuch advantages .as' muſt neceſſarily 
tend to the prejudice of n which load in the river 
Tyne. If ſmall ſhips were allowed by law to load out of turn, 
every per ſon whio'is in any degree acquainted with the <oal- - 
trade muſt ænow / that ſuch a privilege would ſoon become very 
prejudicial to tho ſhips which were obliged 'to lie for their re- 
gular turn. My. John Eraſmus -Blacket, in the: courſe of Bis 
evidence, ſaid, that, by the preſent law, all fmalln hips are to 


her proper turn is liable to a proſecution; but that final ſhips 
have been allowed to load out of turn, without being com- 
plained of until within this year and x half, or, to ſpeak with 
mote certainty, he had heard it nur, complained: of within 
that time. Mr. Blacket alſo ſaid, that the expedition with which 
ſmall ſhips were loaded enabled them to ſell their coals cheaper 
than they otherwiſe could; and; much to his hohour, he can- 
didly admitted that} if the practice of loading ſmall ſhips uẽʒ 


the large ſhips. Mr. Thomas Powditch, in ee eee ee | 
the houſe on chis ſubject, ſaid: If preference ere given to 
neerned in the coal- trade, would 


* ſmall ſhips, every man, concer 
* build ſmall thips*iA preference td lurge oncs. Indeed itze- 
quires no uncommon degree ef diſcerument to foreſee; that a 
deſeription of ſhips, ſo highly pfivileged, would rapidly in- 
creaſe in number, to the manifeſt prejudice of others,” As the 
number of [malt ſhipsincreaſed,/ the turns'of the large ſhips to 


bad, would, in'gehteral, be propertionably delayedy” and,” con- | 
JJ or oo OS 


! 
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members of the corporation petitioning in a triple capacity. 


maſter of the Prinity-Houſe : he took upon him ith figniape- 


Lord Mulgrave's bill. How Mr. Nicholſon could think him- 
With reſpect to the charge of driving the full: ſhips from 1 | 


Nencaſtle from encouraging {mall Thips- to leave the port*of 


take their turn; and that the” fitter who loads y hip out of | 


of tirn were carried too fur, it might prove diſadvantageous to 


Eten 


ſequently, the number of the latter ſhips would decreaſe; yy 
price of coals in the port of London would be augmented: 
and government would find it difficult to obtain a ſufficient 
Ee _—_— of ſhips - ſuitable for the tranſport-ſervice in ting 
- OT War, 13-43% V+ 4 r 
Wich reſpe& to Mr. Blacket's ſaying, that the preventing 
of ſmall ſhips from loading out of turn, would injure the ont. 
ports by raiſing the price of their coals, I take leave to fx, 
the inducing of thoſe members of parliament who conſide 
— _  . themſelves as being particularly intereſted in the out-ports, u 
_ ... oppoſe the bill, was the principal object of the aſſertion. | 
order to enable my readers to judge how many ſhips, belong. 
ing to. the out - ports, load at Newcaſtle ; and what quantity d 
coals they carry, I refer them to the liſt ſtated in the cloſe d 
Sir Matthew White Ridley frequently endeavoured to diſſuatt 
the committee of ſhip-owners from attempting to proſecute the 
| buſineſs in parliament ; particularly in the lobby of the houſe d 
commons, he ſaid as follows: net Mite) 
Lou don't know; gentlemen, what you are about. If the 
bill which you mean to bring in ſhould: paſs into a law, tht 
large Whitby, Scarborough, and Yarmouth 'ſhips will hare 
the ſame advantages in turns for loading coals at Newcaſtle, 
eas you who reſide at Shields have under the. preſent act. 
Io this one of the committee anſwered : ** We wiſh, Sir, that 
every ſhip may have an equal and fair turn in loading coals a 
. © Newcaſtle, let her belong to what port ſhe may; but we ar 
 /** ſorry to ſay, that ſtrangers cannot, by the preſent act, obtain 
n ͤ 17 int i 
If Sir Matthew entertained any hope of ſucceſs from bis dil 
ſuaſive remark, it muſt have been founded on the ſuppoſed ig- 
norance or injuſtice of thoſe gentlemen to whom he then ſpoke, 
The gentlemen, by ſtrenuouſly ſupporting a bill for giving: 
regular and fair turn to every Britiſh ſhip, without diſtinction, ex: 
| hibited a clear proof, that although they might expect occafionah 
to obtain, under the inefficacy of the old act, an undue preference 
in loading, they were fully perſuaded, the general run of that per: 
nicious practice would be in favour: of thoſe who ſhould be ſo 
| fortunate as to ſtand particularly connected with the fitters and 
their clerks. . Had the gentlemen dropped the bill, in conf 
- quence of the idea ſuggeſted: by Sir Matthew, they would cet- 
tainly have been chargeable with injuſtice to the Whitby, Scar 
borough, and Yarmouth ſhip-owners; and ſuch declining con- 
duct would ſoon have operated even to their own prejudice 
Had the committee, as the agents of ſeven hundred petitions 
ſhip-owners, acted /agreeable-to-the baronet's wiſhes, the fitters 
might thereby have been induced to conſider themſelves at li 
berty to break. through every legal reſtriftion with impunity 
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d to continue the buſineſs of loading ſhips in the port of 
ſeweaſtle under the narrowing influence of ſelf-intereſt, friend- 
hip, or caprice. The anſwer given to the modeff baronet did 
eal honour to the ſpeaket, and to his worthy colleagues: 
We wiſh, fir, (ſaid he) that every ſhip may have an equal 
and fair turn in loading coals at Newcaſtle, let her belong to 
„what port ſhe may.” As the gentlemen of the committee 
new there was a'time when the Newcaſlle fitters were glad to 
te the large Whitby, Scarborough, and Yarmouth ſhips come 
0 purchaſe their coals for the London market, a time when 
hat trade was chiefly carried on by ſuch ſhips, and when thoſe - 


mployed in the trade in general, were few in number, they 
ould not avoid concluding, that the baronet's admonition was 
wing to either a deficiency in gratitude, or a want of juſtice z. 
ind therefore, they returned ſuch an anſwer as clearly expreſſed 
their diſapprobation and abhorrence. , 
Although Sir Matthew, in his zeal for the intereſt of his 
Newcaſtle friends, ſeems to have diſregarded the national im- 
portance of the bow: Whitby, Scarborough, and Yarmouth 
ſhips, he muſt have known, that they prove very ſerviceable to 
the public both in times of peace and war. In times of war 


ile Itchey, with other large ſhips, anſwer the purpoſes of government 
. as tranſports; and they are the beſt nurſery for ſeamen in the 
the world. They can at all times ſell their coals cheaper than the 
Is a ſmall ſhips in the port of London, and carry on our Eaſt- 
a country trade with fuperior advantage. As government employ - 


a great many ſhips in time of war, and as thoſe which are then 
employed in private fervices are frequently detained to take the. 


dil. benefit of convoy, the number of our private ſhipping is thereby 
ig- Conſiderably increaſed :. hence it follows, that as government 
ke, verer employed ſo many private ſhips as in the courſe: of the 
gi te war, it may reaſonably be concluded, that we never had 
cx- uch a ſurplus of ſhipping as at the commencement of the pre- 
alh ent peace, Soon after that period, the ſhips, formerly engaged 
nc in the ſervice of the ſtate, came by degrees into the different 
er- private ſervices ; and a// the ſhips then began to proceed on 
ſo heir ſeveral voyages without waiting for either convoy or com- 


paty, Whoever confiders that every ſhip-owner, who applies 
tot a cargo of coals, has, agreeable to the act 6th of Geo. III, 
as plenary a right to his turn for loading as thoſe ſhips which 

belong to either the coal-owners or the fitters ; and whoever 

likewiſe conſiders, that dur braye ſeamen, who were alſo greatly 
wernumerous at the beginning of the peace, are always main- 
tained on board of the colliers during the time of lying for 
their turns to load, muſt form a very poor opinion of that ſe- 
nator. who; to promote the ſelf. intereſted views of ſome friends, 
could attempt to ſeclude the large Whitby, Scarborough, and 


delonging to the port of Newcaſtle, compared with the ſhips 


—— N ; A | | 


Yarmouth ſhips from a fair and equal participation in the coy 
trade. The gentlemen of the committee ſeem to have 200 
upon juſt and liberal principles : they claimed an equal right x 
their turn for loading coals, with thoſe ſhip- owners who they 
ſtood, or might. afterwards ſtand, particularly connected with 
the fitters;; and they wiſhed all others to enjoy an equal ſhare 
In ſhort, they conſidered the coal-trade as being equally free 0 
every Britiſh ſhip-owner ; and, conſequently, they deemed eve; 
Britiſh ſhip, without diſtinction, entitled to her turn to "a 
agreeable to that order in which ſhe arrived within the limit 
The oppoſers of the bill appear to have been extremely anxions 
to ſtop. its progreſs in parliament. The mayor, aldermen, and 
common-council of Newcaftle, in order to give as much weight 
as poſſible, to their petition” againſt, the bill, aſſerted (among 
other things) that they were at a great expence in maintaining 
and ſupporting the harbour. I readily grant that the dues, 
collected for the important . purpoſe of maintaining the har- 
bour, have amounted to about /. 16,000 annually ; but, alas 
for the application of the money, I am convinced that, for 
twenty years paſt, little or no money has been laid out on the 
port; and 1 am ſorry at finding it neceſſary to add, that the 
harbour of Shields has been in ſuch a ruinous ſtate, for ſome 
time paſt, that the ſhip-owners, in 1786, ſuſtained a loſs of 
more than £.7000 on the ſands lately grown up in it. Who- 
ever conſiders, that this loſs ſurpaſſed all that the ſhipping in the 
coal- trade ſuffered on the whole coaſt, in the courſe of that 
year, will naturally ſuppoſe, that the unfortunate ſufferers were 
thereby excited to immediate activity. The ſhip-owners, after 
having an actual ſurvey taken of the river, preſented a memorial 
to the mayor and burgeſſes of the corporation of Newcaſtle, re- 
preſenting the ſtate of the harbour, and praying that ſome means 
might ſpeedily be uſed for the removing of thoſe dangerous 
ſands which had lately grown up; but the mayor and aldermen 
did not deign to return any anſwer to their memorialiſts ; nor 
did they take any meaſures to effectuate the much-wiſhed-for 
removal of the deſtructive ſands ! Taxes, impoſed on ſhipping 
| for the ſupporting of harbours, ought to be faithfully applied 
to that important purpoſe ; but the Corporation of Newcaſtle, 
though ſedulous in collecting the ſeveral dues, have, according 
to the foregoing account, been very remiſs concerning their 
Juſt appropriation. | | 4 l | 
Although the object of the plz uſed by the mayor and bur- 
geſſes be ſufficiently obvious, I am at a loſs to know, how they 
could expect it to operate againſt. Lord Mulgrave's bill. I he 
framers and promoters of that bill never meant that it ſhould 
exempt any deſcription of ſhips from-the payment of the har- 
bour dues ; nor had it, in fact, the leaſt tendency to. diwinilh 
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the rate of any one tar previouſiy impaſed by the. eorporation 
of Newcaſtle. The bill was intended to ſecure, to every ſhips 
a fair turn for loading coals in the river Jyne; and to leſſen 
that inconveniency, expence and danger, which muſt neceſſarily 
attend haſty and frequent journies from Shields to Neweaſtle, 
without affecting, in the ſmalleſt degree, any one juſt claim of 
the coal · owners, the fitters, or the corporation. If the pe- 
titioners were really connected with the Shields letters of horſes, 
doctors, or undertakers; and ſaw that their gains would be 
materially diminiſhed by the operation of the bill, they ought 
to have fairly avowed ſuch reſpect᷑able partnerſhip, and humbly 
yed for a continuance of their emoluments on juſt grounds. 
Again, if they meant, by pleading the great expence of main= 
taining and ſupporting the harbour of Newcaſtle, that they 
ought not to be coerced in their endeayours to encourage ſmall - 
ſhips to leave the port of Sunderland and come to that of 
Newcaſtle, 1 will venture to ſay, they have choſen ground that 
wil prove utterly untenable. For the important purpoſe. of 
navigating the harbour of Sunderland, nature hath impoſed the 
neceſſity of very expenſive improvements; and therefore, the 
aforeſaĩd plea of expence, were it allowed to affect the matter in 
ueſtion, would operate in favaur of Sunderland, and againſt 
Newcaſtle, with ten- ald foros. ren? 
I now proceed, agreeable to a hint formerly given, to make 
a few remarks on Mr. Pitt's conduct with reſpect to the bill. 
When the Chancellor of the Exchequer oppoſed the ſecond 
reading of the bill, on the 18th of May 1787, becauſe the ſeſſion 
was then too far advanced to admit of its paſting through both 
houſes, 4+ He begged that gentlemen would not miſunderſtand 
him as having the ſmalleſt deſire to get rid of the bill. On 
the contrary, he was convinced that it was a matter of the 
greateſt importance, both as it involved in it the firſt intereſts. 
in - kingdom, and as it related to the parties who ſought. 
* relief,” ) e 5 
] have no doubt of Mr. Pitt's having been convinced that 
the object of the bill was a matter of the greateſt importance to 
the firſt intereſts of the kingdom, and alſo to the parties who 
ſought relief; but I cannot fo eaſily believe, that he had no de- 
ſire to get rid of the bill. If Mr. Pitt really believed, that the 
petitioners for the bill were as valuable and reſpectable as any 
men whatever; that they had diſtinguiſned themſelves in pro- 
moting the intereſts of the nation; that they every way merited 
| the particular attention of government; and that their com- 
plaints were well-founded, 1 am perſuaded that he will find it 
extremely difficult to defend his ſubſequent conduct. Mr. Pitt . | 
declared himſelf convinced, by the unqueſtionable information 
he had received from moſt reſpectable quarters, that there were 
many and various abuſes in the trade, for which the exiſting 
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kws provided no effectual remedy ; and he thente concluded, 
that there was. a neceſſity for as ſpeedy à reformation as poſ- 
fible : but alas ! for the ſequel. I can eaſily believe that the pre- 
mier would have been glad to ſee a bill brought forward with 
the conſent of all parties, but I cannot avoid entertaitiing ſome 
doubt with reſpe& to what he ſaid on the cafe of an eventual 
failure of that mutual bufineſs ; namely, that ſome effectual 
„ remedy muſt be applied to the evils complained of, and, 
<« therefore, the buſineſs mii and. ou be reſumed very early 
in the following ſeſſion. Ke n 
ae bill was certainly reſumed (by the right hon. lord Mul- 

{ grave) early in the following ſeſſion, namely, on the 2iſt of 
February, 1788: but I do not find that Mr. Pitt took any part 
in that very laudable bufineſs ! What the motives were, which 
induced the premier to become ſo very inactive in a matter of 

fach national: importance, I cannot, with any degree. of pre- 
cifion, take upon me to determine. Sir Matthew White Rid- 
ley complimented the miniſter on his poſtponing conduct; be- 
cauſe it would (he ſaid) prevent animoſities and ſerious con- 
* ſequences.” Mr. Wilberforce, thinking that the baronet's 
compliments aroſe from a perſuaſion that Mr. Pitt's poſtponing 
the proſecution of the bill amounted to a final termination of the 
buſineſs, was thereby induced to ſay as follows: The hon. gen- 
* tleman had miſunderſtood his right hon. friend (Mr. Pitt) 
* he had not wiſhed to poſtpone the bill on the ground which 

s the hon. gentleman ſeemed to ſuppoſe, but merely becauſe it 

«© was too late in the preſent ſeſhon to go through with it; and 
c his right hon. friend had ſaid, it muſt be brought forward 
again in the beginning of next ſeſſion.” Whether Sir Mat- 
thew, or Mr. Wilberforce, was moſt miſtaken, reſpecting Mr. 

Pitt's intention in poſtponing the proſecution of the bill in par- 
liament, I will not take upon me to determine; but ſure 1 am, 
that the ſubſequent conduct of the premier was greatly in fa- 

your of the baronet's opinion. Here I think I may be allowed 

to alk, what became of the great importance of the bill as in- 
volving in it the firſt intereſts of the kingdom? And what be- 
came of the reſpectability of the parties who ſought relief? 

And of their merit in promoting the intereſts of the nation ? 

All! all were facrificed at the ſhrine of. individual intereſt ! As 

Mr. Pitt acknowledged himſelf to have been convinced, by un- 
queſtionable information received from moſt reſpe&able quar- 

ters, that there were many and various abuſes in the trade, for 

which the exiſting laws provided no effectual remedy ; and 
thence inferred the neceſſity of a ſpeedy reform, it certainly was 
incumbent on him to have come forward, and to have either 
ſupported the bill, when it was under diſcuſſion in the next 
ſeinon of parliament, or declared that he then ſaw the buſineſs 
in à light very different from that in which it formerly . | 
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to him The facts, ſubſequent to Mr. Pitt's declaration, proved 
to be as follows; the parties did nat agree to bring forward 4 
bill by mutual conſent; and the evils complained” of were, by 
the evidence of the witneſſes examined at the bar of the houſe, 
clearly-proved to exiſt: conſequently, Mr. Pitt ſtooc o 
the houſe for the ſpeedy application of ſome effectual remedy : 
but the premier, having effected. the poſtponement of the bill in 
the preceding ſeſſion, thought proper to turn his back on the 
important buſineſs, and to abandon its numerous, reſpectable, 
and IO Panter 500 OTA 
Mr. Pitt coneluded his poſtponing fpeech with very juſtiy 
obſerving, That his noble friend (Lord Mulgrave) had great 
« merit in the part he had taken, and deſerved the thanks of 
« his country for bringing forward a matter in which its moſt. 
« yaluable [intereſts were materially concerned.“ If he mi- 
niſter's encomiums on Lord Mulgrave were juſtly beſtowed, 
ſurely the encomiaſt merited, by his ſubſequent conduct, e- 
wards of a very different kind: but: his lordſhip certainly me- 
 rited the thanks of his country, by ſtrenuouſſy endeavouring 
to promote its moſt valuable intereſts; and therefore I con- 
clude, that the miniſter, by turning his back upon ſuch in- 
tereſts, did, in effect, ſtrengthen the ſelf-intereſted enemies of 
the bill, and rendered both his miniſterial and parliamentary 
conduct hifthly reprehenſfible.. Lo Eo ena 8 
As the bill is clearly calculated to do juſtice to individuals, 
and to promote the welfare of the public, very one who con- 
fiders the time which has been employed, the pains taken, and 
the expence incurred in the proſecution of it, muſt be per- 
ſuaded, that the gentlemen who conducted that laudable bu- 
fineſs, and alſo; all the petitioners for the bill, merited better 
treatment, and a more ſucceſsful iſſue. The coal- trade certainly 
is, without exception, the principal ſupport of our naval- force; 
and that part of the trade which is carried on by the petitioners, 
is the chief of that ſupport. If the employing of 20, ooo able 
ſeamen in time of peuce, and the ſparing 11,000 of that number 
to the Royal Navy, ſoon after the commencement of a war, 
beſides the furniſhing of about 20, ooo more from the nurſery, 
in tlie courſe of a ſeven years war, be matters of the firſt con- 
ſequence to this inſular and commercial Kingdom, the coal 
ſhip-owners in general, and the petitioners for the bill in par- 
ticular,” are juſtly entitled to the favourable attention of the mi- 
niſtry, the parliament, the ſovereign, and the public. They, 
romote the happineſs of their ſellow- ſubjects, by plentifully 
y ns, then: with the neceſſary article of fuel; they con- 
ſiderably aſſiſt in carrying on the various branches of our va- 
luable commerce ny „to crown all, they greatly contribute to 
the exertions of that navy which has long been the bulwark' 
and pride of Britain, the envy and terror of her enemies, the 
wander and admiration of a ſurrounding world. | | 
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